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CAN. $5.75 UK £2.60_U.S. $4.95 


COLT MODEL 1311 


Semi-automatic pistol 
Weight: 39. oz. Barrel Length: 5 inches 
Magazine Capacity:.7 cartridges 
Caliber 45 A.C.P. 















nvented by John Browning in 1905 and adopted in 1911 by the United States Army, Navy, and 

Marine Corps, this great .45 autoloader has been a dependable performer under rugged field 
conditions throughout the world. Few other service sidearms can boast a seventy-five-year lifetime 
in active service, which spanned two world wars and countless other military engagements. 
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Viewsat every gun writer who has 


tested one of our .45s agrees that Kimbers 
are the best production 1911 pistols 


nf Os ( Let) 0 . made today, Only custom pistols costing 
| ) ee 


hundreds or even thousands of dollars 








Charles Petty, fa Handgunner, 9/97 more are considered equal to a Kimber. 


For starters, we use forged frames, 
| ra y y slides and barrels in our steel guns, not 
ccurate investment castings, resulting in tolerances 
= 3 ) 666 
up to three times more exacting than 
Dick Metcalf, Shooting Times, 1/97 other brands. Unlike imports such as 
| Springfield, Kimbers are manufactured in 
| . = | y ) the USA for total control over design and 
C | Bl | e aoe quality. As for Colt, well, as Charles Petty 


said in the February 1998 issue of GUNS, 








SGM UCM Cur Csemlitecn tittle NTL Tos “The Colt pistols I've shot in the last 10 to 


15 years would positively die to be able to 


: 1 t ie Y Y shoot this well.” 
‘oe ae are wr Now 15 different Kimber 1911 


< 








Oe : 
models are available; eight full-size steel F 
sy Detty, The Complete Book of Autopistols, 1997 Buyer's Guide Stiri fonihigh expastty polymer Ieencs . 
and three compacts that really shoot. | 
‘ With our retail prices 
\' erral CC. . _n ~ starting at $657, a * 
a | : 


Kimber is the obvious 


UA Ni 4 \— 
WIT murmeni iat Oemiittan ary ee choice over any other 1911. Just ask 


) = the gun writers. 


Wd ite ene make d c \ ph oe Gold Match 
P = with ambidextrous safety. 
VAM gar Teat Te NCom ltt icem levered 
1911 for less, not everybody 
REO TUM COM Lem ETO) CNA OOUT ae 


For complete information, send $2 to 
Kimber, Dept. 839, 1 Lawton Street, 
Yonkers, NY 10705, 
or call (800) 880-2418. 

Visit our website at www.kimberamerica.com. 
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IRAN'S TERROR EXPORTS = : LS aa 

VR cl ie wed - a 
A state department report on Iran indicates Tehran has : c=." | 
been behind at least 1.000 deaths of “enemies of the ; ) i rs 
State” since 1979. It’s a regime that may never be cso i. 
unless force is used. | 


MEN OF STEEL 


Marty Kufus 

The Gurkha Kukri — which reached its zenith'in 4 
when Asian cultures eRe icueue aie 
combat in the China-Burma-India theater — is aI Al 
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SOF returns to the front lines of southern Sudan er ' 
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SPLA guerrillas. What's changed in the war acne 7 - 
Khartoum? ; 


SIGHT UNSEEN 


N.A. MacDougald 
The undiscovered next generation of night- Mel Btw Lee 
allows operators aimed fire behind cover. 


eas PROVING GROUND een eye 
Don McLean 


Debuting in our anniversary issue, are gear and guns Bulletin Boar 
personally tested and evaluated by our staff. The best- Le Not mi ie — 
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rated gear for true professionals. 
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Peter G. Kokalis : +? 

When carrying concealed, size really does matter. re eee | P a i eter en pid 
small can a .45 get and still work? Ask Colt. an . . ; - ) 
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James L. Pate 
Big business and big government may be fueling Tein 
next Cold War — between China and the West. 


BETTER KILLING THROUGH CHEN 
Richard L. Sherrow 
A comprehensive look at where, and by pie 
biological warfare has been used in the years S 
the Vietnam War. 
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Roger Char! 
The full story 
Lit (fers Match ae) 
all fabrication 
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was a red letter day on 2 July at Sol- 
It dier Of Fortune headquarters when 
CNN retracted its Tailwind story that 
falsely accused United States troops of 
using Sarin nerve gas in Laos against 
enemy troops and our own defectors. 
Having hosted a panel of experts in 
Washington, D.C., one week earlier — a 
panel that soundly refuted the story — I 
hoped SOF had played at least a small part in 
bringing a powerful media conglomerate to 


justice. Not only did CNN retract the Story, 


but the network apolo- 
gized to the troops it had 
publicly accused of a seri- 
ous war crime. 

As the Independence 
Day weekend passed, 
however, I began to realize 
justice hadn’t been done, 
We’d been thrown a bone. 
Peter Arnett — the big- 
name reporter who gave | 
this story its initial credi- 
bility — still had his job. So did CNN/USA 
President Richard Kaplan, who is ultimately 
responsible for the story. Only two produc- 
ers, whom few had heard of, lost their jobs. 

Unfortunately, CNN’s Tailwind non- 
sense wasn’t the sole responsibility of two 
expendable, low-profile producers — April 
Oliver and Jack Smith. Rather, it reflected 
an institutionalized carelessness and indif- 
ference to truth that’s all-too-familiar to 
U.S. war veterans. The troops have been 
fired, but none of the majors or colonels 
responsible for this fiasco. It makes one 
wonder if anti-military activist Jane Fonda 
doesn’t have some serious influence on her 
husband — CNN founder Ted Turner. 

One day after our panel of military and 
chemical-warfare experts refuted the story on 
23 June, at Washington’s National Press Club, 
CNN hired New York media attorney Floyd 
Abrams to investigate the CNN/Time report. 
Abrams found the story had no foundation. 


Fighting for his job, Arnett met with CNN 





Why Arnett Must Go 


executives Wednesday, 8 July, and convinced 
them not to fire him. Arnett was aided by a 
call from Turner, who expressed his support 
for the reporter. Arnett — notorious among 
veterans for flawed reporting during Vietnam 
and Desert Storm — said he merely lent his 
name to the story and conducted three inter- 
views using scripted questions. He shared a 
byline on the Time story with Oliver. 
Bylines, Mr. Turner, are the very corner- 
stone of journalistic responsibility. That, in 


fact, is why your network wanted a famous 


reporter’s name on this 
thing. Our Constitution 
gives journalists great 
freedom precisely be- 
cause the Founding 
Fathers knew credibility 
would be a journalist’s 
only asset in an unregulat- 
ed, media free-for-all. 
They knew reporters 
would stake their reputa- 

a tions and careers on the 
truth of what they wrote. Arnett did that with 
this story. If the Tailwind story won an 
award, you can be assured Amett would have 
proudly taken center stage. As we go to 
press, Amett has yet to pay the consequences 
for giving a bogus report his stamp of 
approval and the benefit of his famous name. 

By simply allowing a reporter to lend his 
name to a story, Kaplan made a mockery of 
journalistic credibility, responsibility, and 
the First Amendment. 

So it’s up to America’s active and former 
military personnel to save the First 
Amendment. To do so, call CNN day and 
night to demand the firing of Arnett and 
Kaplan. Only then will CNN pay the price 
for deceiving the public. 

Call CNN, in Atlanta and Washington, 
at: (404) 827-1500 and (202) 898-7900. 

See results of the Department of 
Defense investigation of CNN’s Tailwind 
story on their website at www. 
defenselink.mil. ®% 
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REVISED AND UPDATED 





CREOIT SECRETS 
How to Erase Bad Credit 
Revised and Updated 

by Bob Hammond 
This expanded Credit Secrets will 
save you thousands of dollars in 
fees, finance charges and interest 
payments as you leam the very lat- 
est techniques to get rid of debt 
once and for all and establish good 
credit. Discover proven ticks used 
by lawyers, credit counselors and 
other pros who charge handsomely 
for their services. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, soft- 
cover, 136 pp. $17.00 
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THE MODERN 
IDENTITY CHANGER 
How to Create a New [dentity 
for Privacy and Personal 
Freedom 

by Sheldon Charrett 
Finally, here Is an all-new instruc- 
tion book on how to obtain a new 
identity, produce supporting docu- 
ments for it and use it safely in 
today's society, Leam how to get 
Social Security numbers, driver's 
licenses and more. For academic 
study only. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, 
illus., 152 pp. $20.00 


The Close-Combat Files of Col. Rex Applegate 


by Col. Rex Applegate and Maj. Chuck Melson 


More than 50 years after his distinguished service with the Office of Strategic Services, the legendary Col. Rex Applegate finally steps from the shadows to tell 
the story military close-combat buffs have been waiting to hear. Complete with the Colonel's old — and very blunt — lesson plans and filled with rare archival 
photographs and even a schematic of the original dreaded “House of Horrors” combat shooting training facility, this remarkable book takes the reader for a 
hair-raising ride through the extreme training and daring missions experienced by men whose heroic deeds are still cloaked in secrecy. As might be expected, 
Colone! Applegate pulls no punches as he recalls how he trained his men in the dark art of military mayhem: knife fighting, gunfighting, hand-to-hand com- 
bat, sentry removal and more. This definitive reference, co-authored by noted military historian Maj. Chuck Melson, is an absolute must for researchers and 


students of the early history of elite units, combat espionage and military close-quarters battle. 8 1/2 x 11, hardcover, photos, iilus., 208 pp. 






BULLSEYES DON'T SHOOT BACK 

The Complete Textbook 

of Point Shooting for Close 
Quarters Combat 
by Col. Rex Applegate 
& Michael D. Janich 

Leam why point shooting is the most 
practical technique for aiming and 
shoating a handgun in a real gunfight 
This instructional guide teaches you 
how and when to use point shooting, 
compares it to two-handed sighted 
fire and tells how a major police train- 
ing facility is teaching point shooting 
with stunning resutts. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, 
softcover, photos, 120 pp. $20.00 
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THE DRUG SCREEN MANUAL 
The Tests, the Technology, 
the Risks, the Reality 
by Dr. John Mrozek 
Although drug testing technology 
has advanced rapidly, it has out- 
paced the knowledge base of the 
human beings tasked with em- 
ploying it As a result, inaccurate 
test results are far from uncommon. 
This manual gives you the facts on 
the types of tests used, which drugs 
are tested for and how results can 
be skewed. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, 
64 pp. $15.00 





WACO 
The Rutes of Engagement 
This explosive new documentary is 
the first complete picture of the 
tragic raid, siege and assault on the 
Branch Davidian complex in Waco, 
Texas, In 1993. It shows how the 
FBI repeatedly lied to the American 
public In order to focus massive 
deadly force on the Branch 
Davidians. This shocking video will 
change forever how the worid per- 
ceives the events at Waco. Color, 
approx. 136 mins., VHS (U.S,) for- 
mat only, $24.95 
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THE SAFE HOUSE 
Setting Up and Running Your 
Own Sanctuary 
by Jefferson Mack 
This Is a crucial guide for anyone in 
need of a safe place to lie fow, be it 
for a while or forever. Former spy 
Jefferson Mack {ays it all out in this 
fascinating manual that covers false 
flags, landlords, neighbors, surveil- 
lance, escape routes, interrogation 
roams, communications monitoring 
and much more. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, soff- 
cover, 96 pp. $12.00 





GET EVEN 
The Compiete Book 
of Dirty Tricks 

by George Hayduke 
A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big 
business, government and enemies. 
These dirty tricks range from the 
simple to the elaborate, including 
more sophisticated schemes 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters. For 
entertainment purposes only. 5 1/2 
x 8 1/2, hardcover, 208 pp.$19.95 
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DO-IT-YOURSELF MEDICINE 
How to Find and Use the Most 
Effective Antibiotics, 
Painkillers, Anesthetics, and 
Other Miracle Drugs... 
Without Costly Doctors’ 
Prescriptions or Kospitals 
by Ragnar Benson 
Ragnar gives you precise instruc- 
tions for securing and using the very 
latest drugs and supplies from ani- 
mai health centers, foreign pharma- 
cies, mail order suppliers, military 
dispensaries and other unusual 
sources. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, 
photps, illus., 128 pp. $20.00 






COMMANDOS FROM THE SEA 
The History of Amphibious 
Special Warfare in WW II and the 
Korean War 
by John B. Dwyer 
This is the definitive history of 
America’s seahome commandas. The 
daring exploits of the OSS’ Maritime 
Unit, Special Mission Group, Under- 
water Demolition Teams, Phib Recon 
Marines, Alamo Scouts and many more 
are finally brought to fight in gripping 
first-person accounts. Includes rare 
action photographs. 8 1/2 x 11, hard- 
cover, photos, illus., 288 pp. $39.95 


THE TACTICAL 


1911 


THE TACTICAL 1911 
The Street Cop’s and SWAT 
Operator's Guide to 
Employment and Maintenance 
by Dave Lauck 
The renaissance of the venerable 
Colt 1911 in .45 ACP has made 
many cops sit up and take notice. 
Here is the only book you'll ever 
need to teach you how to select, 
modify, employ and maintain your 
Colt. Includes detailed info on every 
critical aspect of the 1911: sights, 
magazines, holsters, guide rods, 
serrations, finishes and more. 8 
1/2 x 11, softcover, photos, illus., 
152 pp. $20.00 


$39.95 









THE ULTIMATE 
INTERNET TERRORIST 
How Hackers, Geeks, and 
Phreaks Can Ruin Your Trip on 
the Information Superhighway ... 
and What You Can Do 
to Protect Yourself 
by Robert Merkle 
This is an owner's manual to the 
“Darkside” of the Web. Read it and 
weep. Then do what it takes to 
save yourself from becoming road- 
kill on the Highway to Hell, 5 1/2 x 
8 1/2, softcover, 152 pp. $15.00 
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DISK DETECTIVE 
Secrets You Must Know to 
Recover Information from a 
Computer 
by Norbert Zaenglein 
Disk Detective is designed to to 
bring the secrets of recovering data 
from a PC, floppy disk or backup 
device to the average person. It 
includes ‘precise instructions for 
recovering info from reformatted 
disks or overwritten files, retrieving 
deleted files, conducting key word 
searches, locating e-mail messages 
and much more. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, soft- 
cover, 112 pp. $20.00 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-392-2400, USA AND CANADA 
CALL 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. SEND $2.00 FOR AN 80-PAGE CATALOG OF OVER 750 TITLES (FREE WITH ORDER). 
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Insider Secrets to Diamond Dealing .............$15.00 
SWATCOM: Tactical Communications 
Manual for SWAT Operations ................$20.00 
Go for Broke! 
Wealth and Happiness After Bankruptcy ....... .$44.00 


Expedient B&E .......00 


Combat Shotgun: Concepts, Skills, and Tactics for 


Employing Shotguns in Personal Combat (video) . . $39.95 


Fighting with Firearms: Combat Handgun, Shotgun, 


and Rifle Skills for the Real World (video) 


One-Round War: USMC Scout-Snipers in Vietnam . . $59.95 
The Professional Gambler’s Handbook ...........$17.00 
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courtesy Larry Mazur 


Hearts and Mines: The real victims of mod- 
ern war are the non-combatants, such as 
these children of Sarajevo. Every kid 
saved because they know of land mines or 
traffic safety is a success story. Every kid 
who learns the principles of peace is an 


ally in ending the next generation’s war before it starts. Not all programs in Bosnia are a suc- 
cess, but the U.N. International Police Task Force has had its successes in taking such positive 
programs to Bosnia’s schoo! children — and to their teachers. Here Larry Mazur, of IPTF- 
Sarajevo (Dyncorp-Bosnia), poses with high school girls in native dress and at far left (inset) in 
a classroom of kids with police officer Cijicaca Sukic (white coat). 


NEXT GENERATION TANTO #1270 & 
aC ile cis eee 
High performance knives and 
sheaths for the 21st Century 
eee ae le ee el 
high chromium stainless steel blades 
to HRC 56-58 
- Deep frozen (cryogenics) to -120°F 
ees Cees mons seas) 
= Passivated to inhibit corrosion 
- Hollow grownd, high pressure 
bead blosted blades, and buff 
polished edges 
Oval shaped Kraton G® thermoplastic 
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Next Generation Fighter #1272 
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IMPROVED KYDEX SHEATHS 

cae epee WITH #1270 & 1272 

* Knife “locks” info sheath at contoured 
ee Mt ue eerily g 
removed by slight pressure on lip 
Thick Kydex, rolled edges and 


double strut construction add 
strength and rigiclity 
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Malded Elastollan® snubber strap 
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Canadian military officials have announced they can find no 
evidence of Gulf War Syndrome among Canadian troops who 
served in Operation Desert Storm. After questioning thousands of 
soldiers they found many who complained of post-traumatic 
stress and other symptoms, but no evidence linking those symp- 
toms to the mysterious illness thought to be caused by exposure 
to chemical weapons, preventive medicines or a possible combi- 
nation of factors. 





Not Our Hero 


Rep. Tim Moore sponsored. a 
resolution in the Texas House call- 
ing on the House to commend 
Albert de Salvo for his unselfish 
service to “his country, his state and 
his community.” 

The resolution noted that “this 
compassionate gentleman’s dedica- 
tion and devotion to his work has 
enabled the weak and_ lonely 
throughout the nation to achieve and 
maintain a new degree of concern for 
their future. He has been officially 
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PETER DARMAN 
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Why pick up a rifle? 


The sweet aroma of gun oil... 
The texture of a hand tooled stock... 


The certainty that you can punch 
the center out of the target... 


The camaraderie of joining 
a A club that understands you. 
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THE FIGHTING 


RIFLE 
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7 REASONS TO JOIN NOW: 1. Joining is easy. Just Choose 4 pease ee ee eee ee ee SS eee eee 

















books for 98¢. Your bill (including shipping and handling) will come when I MAIL TO: The Military Book Club Please write book 
membership is confirmed. 2. Your satisfaction is guaranteed. If you're | 6550 East 30th Street eee Te 
not happy with your 4 books, return them within 10 days at our expense. i P.0. Box 6357 Par | I 
Your membership will be canceled; you'll owe nothing. 3. Save up to 40% j| © OK CLUB ** Indianapolis, IN 
off publishers’ hardcover edition prices. Just pick at least 4 more books 1 Www. MinianyBookC.us.com 46206-6357 | al ' 
at our regular low Club prices during your membership. Take up to 2 years! | YES! picase enroll me in The Military Book Club according to the | 
Then you may resign any time. 4. Extra bonus! Take a 5th book now for | ciskfree membership plan described in this ad. Send me the 4 BOOKS 

$4.99, plus shipping and handling, and reduce your membership agree- ' "ye indicated. Bill me just 98¢, plus shipping and handling. Te 
ment to only 3 books. 5. A FREE Club Magazine comes to you up to 17 I J 
times a year. Each reviews the Featured Book Selections plus dozens of I SAVE EVEN MORE! Send me this book now and _(tite book number) it i 
alternate books. Some are exclusive Club editions you won't find any- | reguce my commitment to 3 books. Bill me an 42 | 
where else. Every book we offer is a high-quality, full-text edition, some- ' | added $4.99, plus shipping and handling, I 
times altered in size to fit special presses. Look for up to 2 special issues | PS103 96 | 
a year with super selections and more discounts. 6. Ordering is risk free. | j 
Featured Book Selections are sent to you automatically. To cancel—or — Mr/Mrs. I 
order other books—simply send your Member Reply Form by mail or con- | pyisg/Mfs { 
tact our Web site by the marked date. Shipping and handling (plus sales , } (please print) I 
tax, where applicable) is added to each order. You'll always have 10 days I 
to decide. If your Member Reply Form is late and unwanted books arrive, , Address ———_______________ Apt. ' 
please return them at our expense. 7. Easy ordering. As a member, you F i 
can also order books via our Web site: www.MilitaryBookCiub.com i i ae are 7 a I 
Prices shown are for publishers’ hardcover editions. Club hardcover editions save 

you up to 40% Prices asi are current at press time. + Softcover x Special edition I ae accepted in U.S.A. only. Sales tax added where applicable, We reserve the right to reject any A I 
exclusively for Club members Go) oe a ee ee 
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recognized by the state of Massachusetts for his noted activities and 
unconventional techniques involving population control and 
applied psychology.” 
After the resolution passed unanimously, Rep. Moore chided his 
colleagues for voting for things they neither read nor understand. 
Albert de Salvo was the Boston Strangler. 


Aussies’ Dog-Gone Gun Laws 


Hungry dingoes, the indigenous Australian wild dog, have 
taken to stalking residents near the central Queensland coast. 
Authorities say they are powerless to control the packs of wild 
dogs. Dingoes from the Mount Archer National Park on 
Brisbane’s eastern border have been stalking nearby suburbs 
menacing residents, according to Rockhampton Deputy Mayor 
Jim Rundle. 

In a radio interview Rundle commented that there is nothing 
local authorities can do because of ordinances that prohibit bait- 
ing the dogs within a mile of a residential area, additionally “you 
can’t shoot in a residential area, plus with the gun laws, no one’s 
got a gun anyway,” Rundle noted. 

Several people were attacked by dingoes on Fraser Island recent- 
ly and National Parks Officers shot the offending animals. 

In 1980, Lindy Chamberlain claimed a dingo carried off her 
nine-week-old infant, which lead to a debate over whether dingoes 
were aggressive enough to attack. The baby was subsequently found 
dead, and her parents were convicted on murder and accessory 
charges in a highly controversial case. They subsequently have been 
released and their convictions nulled when new evidence showed a 
dingo could have killed the child. 





OKC Wehsite 


Check out thé interesting postings on this website: 


http://www.thewinds.org/are features/government/okc/10-97.html 


Missing: Mercenary ID Card 


Jean-Claude Paul Wavreille, “special counselor’ to the police 
force of Laurent Kabilia’s Republique Democratique du Congo, is 
undoubtedly regretting a taxi ride he recently took in Brussels: 
Wavreille, 55, is a restaurateur and Belgian businessman involved 
in “security work” in Africa. When Wavreille exited a taxi in 
Brussels recently, he left his photo ID card from the police 
Nationale of Kabila’s Congo signed by Celestin Kilwa, Inspector 
General of the Congolese Police Force. 

It was just Wavreille’s bad luck that this taxi driver was not 
only Congolese, but also anti-Kabila. The driver turned the card 
over to La Libre Belgique, a Belgian newspaper. Reporters at the 
paper were still investigating the authenticity of the card when 
Belgian police (no doubt tipped off by someone at the paper) 
raided Wavreille’s home in Brussels. They found a machine gun, 
six rifles, and night vision goggles — all reportedly belonging to 
the Congolese Army. Wavreille was allegedly in the process of 
selling them. 

— Rob Krott 


Russian Kids Tour U.S. ChemWar Sites 


Nine high school kids from Saratov, Russia were the first private 
Russian citizens to visit the U.S. chemical weapons stockpile at Blue 
Grass Army Depot in Richmond, Ky. While this group was touring 
the nerve and blister agent stores at Blue Grass, two other groups of 
Russian kiddies were visiting chemical weapons depots at Aberdeen 
Proving Ground, Md., and Pine Bluff, Ark. Noted Depot Commander 
Lieutenant Colonel Mark Weitekamp “this visit opens a new era in 
information sharing for the Blue Grass Chemical Activity.” 

The tour was sponsored by EcoBridge, a radical San Francisco- 


Continued on page 12 
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Ace the NAVY SEAL PFT! 


Achieve a 100% success rate with the revolutionary 
12 Weeks to BUD/S Workout. Guaranteed! 




















NAVY SEAL or just be as 
tough as one...you need 
this book and video. 
Covers strength, 
endurance, swimming, 
running, upper and lower 
body PT, abs, motivation, 
workout schedules... the 
works. You'll be one 
strong, hard, and ripped 
frogman in no time. This 
is the exact program that 
has helped many men 
attain optimal fitness 
and make it to BUD/S. 

It really works! 


Call Now! 


Whether you want to be a § 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


The Official & 
Training Boot & 
of the , 
US Navy 
SEALs 


Ao 
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ae ret yA ars 

rota 


ieee 
Ciara 428 
") WORKOUT 


If you want to train like a SEAL... 
you need this boot! It’s the exact 
one used by Navy SEALs in BUD/S 
training! Lightweight, sturdy, 
comfortable. Great for work, 
weekends, paintball, too! Whole 
and half sizes, 7-12, 13, 14, 15. 
Med & Wide. Send Just $99 plus 
$8.95 shipping. Order 2 pairs for 
just $89 each. 


ORDER ee 
CT ec eer ey 


www.getfitnow.com 
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NEW FROM COLD STEEL 


, Shown here are just some of the 26 great new products 
ce we have added to our line-up in 1998. 
ee Now we are able to offer you 110 exciting products. 
Call toll free: 1-800-255-4716 for our new 6O 
page full color catalog and see for | 
yourself why we make the 
Oe it | 
sharpest knives! 
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Bird & Trout™ 
Comes complete with a 
Avie) il efor mec tc MMT acl 
to the|Para Edge sheath 
shown above. 


i Hombre™ aa See —— 
f eee mee pete [ia 
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Our Carbon V* foidar! Availabis ; = 


CMe talele| [a ea fer 
with large and modsim 
sized blades. 


Call fora FREE Full Color Catalog 


1-800-255-4716 


PANTHER PRODUCTIONS =it 


p NAVY SEAL TEAM 


4 @ HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT 
































fe. AND WEAPONS TRAINING * 
> STARRING NAVY SEAL FRANK CUCCI 


* FORMER SEAL TEAM MEMBER (10 YEARS) 
* CURRENT SEAL TEAM HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT INSTRUCTOR 


* CERTIFIED JEET KUNE DO AND FILIPINO MARTIAL ARTS 
INSTRUCTOR UNDER DAN INOSANTO 


=> * SEAL TEAM SMALL ARMS INSTRUCTOR 
a & STATIC LINE JUMPMASTER (800 JUMPS) 


* PROFICIENCY IN URBAN WARFARE COUNTER 
TERRORIST OPERATIONS 


WIN ANY 4“. * PROFICIENCY IN JUNGLE WARFARE OPERATIONS 
STREET 7, | * PROFICIENCY IN DEMOLITION AND EXPLOSIVES 
FIGHT , -_ ” _\, * PROFICIENCY IN COMBAT DIVING OPERATIONS 









WITH * AWARDED THE JOINT SERVICE COMMENDATION MEDAL 
THESE ) FOR SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE WHILE ENGAGED IN 
DYNAMIC —; | COMBAT OPERATIONS DURING OPERATION 

VIDEOS! A JUST CAUSE," PANAMA 1989 






ay 7 * OWNER AND DIRECTOR OF THE FUNCTIONAL 
LC ae! l DEFENSIVE SE epaen eee OF MARTIAL 
_— i ARTS IN VIRGINIA BEAC 
) HERE IT IS! After nilitary a decorated Navy seal team mamber and § 
Martial Arts Instructor, Frank Gucel has been allowed to teach his proven hand-to- gy = 
seo hand self-defense and weapons techniques to the public. Designed for men and , 
women, these no-nonsense techniques show how to control, disable, or take out an 





































THE ULTIMATE f a i "aggressive attacker with quick efficiency. His videos include all the training exercises and techniques h 

CEI E. DEFENSE “ee, =needed to master this superior lifesaving self-protection system. Don’t delay! Begin training with = - FREE 
SYSTEM! ‘See, America’s elite Seal Team Instructor, Frank Cucci hy ordanng tacay! A must for all serious Martial Artists! W .nniy nAD aoe 
1. SEAL TEAM HANO-TO-HAND COMBAT TRAINING - VOLUME 1 | fae 


In this dynamic tape, Seal Team Instructor, Frank Cucci personally teaches you the stances, footwork, combat punching techniques, 
equipment training, and numerous defensive combat techniques of his lethal self-defense system. 
HEA E No iitees cadens age Hudtints vevcneeuetteetes vocunduavene’s MA Niceveteadsrscccrcacautibicssccccctttteriscecsccccevccengs ONLY $49.95 


AMERICA’S 























» 2 SEAL TEAM HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT TRAINING - VOLUME 2 
This outstanding video teaches Seal Team Combat Kicking Techniques including the foot jab, leg kick, aad . 


SEA fi , kick, Sco in combination with punches, knee techniques, close combat elbow strikes, and more. 

SELF- TS ne SoMIN MMO Ese csc scaannnartttterscssonsres ONLY $49.95 

DEFENSE _> 3. SEAL TEAM HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT TRAINING - VOLUME 3 ~ 
MOVES! we In this valuable tape, Navy Seal Frank Cucci teaches you numerous street fighting combinations and 


takedowns against an attacker who is trying to punch your face in or kick your guts out. Mr. Cucci #i___# | 
» shows how to control your opponent by blocking his strikes and taking him to the ground where game! en ee 
_ you can then apply finishing holds such as joint locks and chokes. This video is | | 
| “a must for learning how to come out on top in a street fight. 
WOEALHSicivscccacunvettuceserteess JO MINS: ovcsevesessssesnte ONLY $49.95 
4. SEAL TEAM KNIFE FIGHTING COMBAT TECHNIQUES 
_ The knife is one of the Seal Team’s most valuable weapons. In this exceptional ya. 
tape Frank Cucci teaches you every aspect of knife fighting including angles of ' 
attack, long and close range bigers and strikes, training Sees and more. 
PORALMA. sencasccconcutecsiscns scree IMI soe. onnccedse eas: ONLY $49.95 


SS 7 at SEAL TEAM STICK ition COMBAT TECHNIQUES 


If a Seal Team member loses his weapon in combat he is taught to fight viciously with 
whatever is available, such as a tree branch (stick). This outstanding tape teaches the ‘Sls 
deadly Filipino Stick fighting techniques as applied to military as-well-as street combat. j* 


6. oun TEAM MEMBER aaa CUCCI “UP-CLOSE,” 

oe AN EXCLUSIVE PANTHER VIDEO INTERVIEW 

‘ ~ Meet Navy Seal, Frank Cucci up close as he gives great insight into his life as a ten year Seal 

AMERICA’S 3 " Team member, how military hand to hand combat relates to street fighting, his theory on what « 
works and what doesn’t in a combat situation and more. 

mtd HSEAL “AM secscck cscs 40 Mil ee cane ONLY $49.95 


SEAL STANDS FOR x SEA x AIR x LAND! 
Se en Te eee eee eee eee aS oT 1982 
















MARTIAL ARTS TRAINING VIDEOS 


=~ ARTS TRAINING VIDEOS FEATURING THE WORLD’S GREATEST MASTERS” \ 
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AUTHENTIC RUSSIAN Dp rere 


COMBAT SAMBO <¥,~ 


ULTIMATE GRAPPLING AND HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT TECHNIQUES! _— \\ 





Ee 








1. COMBAT: SAMBO VOLUME 1 — ULTIMATE GRAPPLING - TOTAL BODY WORKOUT ROUTINE te 
This valuable tape teaches you the complete fitness routine used by the World’s toughest SAMBO fighters. Each COMPLETELY | ; 
exercise is ee to build ultimate speed, power, agility, flexibility, reflexes, strength, balance, coordination, DOMINATE AND 

stamina and more. Get in fighting shape by ordering today! 

#SAMBO-1 en etees.......... BO MIN ei WE siento ony $49.95 BIA TTRTsy _., DESTROY YOUR 


2. COMBAT SAMBO VOLUME 2 — ULTIMATE GRAPPLING - BLOCKING AND STRIKING TECHNIQUES 


You will learn the lethal hand and foot strikes of SAMBO in conjunction with it’s unique blocking techniques 





which are taught standing and when on the ground. Greatly increase your self-defense knowledge by Dy 

ordering today! a rr yay, ~ 

HSAMBO-2.....0..c.ccecsessessecsesecceeeee ADMIN GE << ei seas Merch RUE SELF-DEFENSE!) =~ _— 70 
3. COMBAT? SAMBO VOLUME 3 — ULTIMATE GRAPPLING - LEG, ANKLE, AND FOOT LOCKS t_ a FIGHT 
When you master this tape, you are almost certain to never lose a street fight. Shows Bos! ee, A FOR 
ay 0 head ve for the legs to apply excruciating joint locks. Also teaches the secret escapes and counter a ST, “ARRING S AIMBO 4 REAL! 


PSM onncoc cen neecesscaneneee G1 MIN sa. nc -anccn Mic Manos ONLY $49.95 = MASTER TONY LOPEZ *_ | 
4, COMBAT SAMBO VOLUME 4 — ULTIMATE GRAPPLING - ARMBAR AND WRIST LOCKS ‘ 


Master Lopez shows numerous armbar and wrist lock techniques designed to control and destroy your opponent. You will learn how to easily sucker your attacker into an 


armbar for quick victory, regardless of his size. Tape also teaches the secret escape and counters to these armbar and wrist techniques. 

WSAMB steer ec ccecc reson cee. ccc scscenasese 59 MIN.......cgeaaitrcesssecese sence ONLY $49.95 SUBMISSION PRS 
5. COMBAT SAMBO VOLUME 5 — ULTIMATE GRAPPLING - LEG LOCK AND ARM LOCK FIGHTING COMBINATIONS 
This is it! In this outstanding video, Master Tony Lopez shows how to combine the leg lock techniques on Tape 3 with the arm !ocks on Tape 4 to create the most 


B® destructive grappling combinations ever witnessed. Learn how to completely dominate and control your opponent as you learn to move from leg locks to arm locks and 
arm locks to leg locks with blinding speed. Video also features many advanced techniques not shown on Tapes 3 & 4. A must for all Martial Artists who seek the winning 


edge in a street fight or competition! 

SAMBO reco reais oo sain nS nnn 0e MA AUN oss cect onc nn ONLY $49.95 DESTRUCTIVE tl ame ay 

6. COMBAT * SAMBO VOLUME 6 — ULTIMATE GRAPPLING - CHOKES, HEADLOCKS, AND NECK CRANKS 

Easily take out the biggest and most aggressive opponent with these lethal SAMBO techniques. Shows how to quickly move inside your opponents attack to finish him 

with a choke, headlock, or neck crank. Also shows the secret escapes from these deadly techniques. 

PERMIBU Gitta sige cc cer etch asssa-o saa EA WIBME.......Weccecnten ONLY $49.95 or ehh els Lhe dnd 

7. COMBAT#< SAMBO VOLUME 7 — ULTIMATE GRAPPLING - THROWS, SWEEPS, AND TAKEDOWNS OPPONENT: 

| Instantly send your attacker to the ground with the sensational throws, sweeps, and take down techniques Russian SAMBO is famous for. Regard- 

F _ less of how or what direction your opponent attacks from, he can be taken to the ground with the techniques and strategy presented on this tape. 

3 = Also shows the secret counter moves and escapes against these techniques. 1 

; ae ee 0 MIN eee csencnaee ONLY $49.95 LEARN THE SECRETS OF | 

J, 8. COMBAT SAMBO VOLUME 8 — ULTIMATE GRAPPLING - STREET SELF-DEFENSE pi Th 
\_ This dynamic tape shows how combat SAMBO is used to defend and counter against the most common street attacks including; punches, kicks, 

7 label holds, collar and wrist grabs, bear hugs, head locks, full nelson, ground fighting, and more. Also shows how to disarm e 

























4a gun, knife, or club wielding attacker. This video is a must for all Martial Artists! 
PMB cra uuee rte teeseesec s+ cscesns ees GO MIND retecoctgaccoscctguaesestrees ONLY $49.95 


9. COMBAT # SAMBO VOLUME 9 — ULTIMATE GRAPPLING - STREET FIGHTING DIRTY TRICKS eS 
A nasty tape that shows how to win a life or death street fight. The secret COMBAT#SAMBO techniques » 
shown in this video are the deadliest of the deadly when it comes to street survival. 
FSAMBO+9 .:........scxcenan-scccgens-temaes AG MIN aeiescssscccccasesoassrestess ONLY $49.95 


_ 10. COMBAT * SAMBO VOLUME 10 — ULTIMATE GRAPPLING - DEFENSIVE GROUND FIGHTING 
' This exceptional grappling tape shows how to own the ground. Includes never before seen techniques de- 
" signed to defeat the best wrestlers, JUDO, and Brazilian fighters! Teaches how to defend, escape, counter, 

!’ and apply reversals against your opponents attacks. Includes techniques for quickly defeating the Brazilian 

Guard and much more. 

FGAMBO-10 ie... --ncacnnwanesesscnneen- SS MIN....cssascuscssscovesereasscunes ONLY $49.95 


11. COMBAT SAMBO VOLUME 11 — ULTIMATE GRAPPLING - OFFENSIVE GROUND FIGHTING 
This important video shows how to dominate your opponent on the ground with superior = ® & Y , 
COMBAT# SAMBO grappling techniques. It's all here including; guard and mount positions, . salt 
reversals, armbars, leg locks, chokes, submissions, and much more. Take full contro! of your oppo- 
»/ nent with this sensational ground fighting tape! 

tl HSAMBO-11....-.. << csn»o0sscencveszaveres cons BOUIN rere. occ viv ew canes ONLY $49.95 
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ra oy. ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-332-4442 ANYTIME, 7 DAYS A WEEK, 24 HOURS A DAYx 
IN ACTION! 
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PANTHER VIDEO TITLES onpeR# _|_pRIce_|L 









1-800-332-4442 « Outside U.s. 1-714-498-7765 
. Fax 1-714-492-7533 ¢ Web Site: www.panthervideo.com 



















fT a ee 
| CALIFORNIA ADD 7.75% TAX| | 
[SHIPPING @ HANDUING?|____‘| 

\| APPLYS 10 us. AND 


———_===5= CANADA ONLY 
ORDER PANTHER VIDEOS USE ORDER FORM OR WITH CREDIT CARD CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-332-4442 


SHIPPING & HANDLING INFORMATION 

FOR SHIPPING, USE A STREET ADDRESS, NOT APO BOX ALL SALES 
Phones CCAR FINAL. VIDEQ TAPES_ARE-NON-RETURNABLE. ABSOLUTELY NO 
fob! REFUNDS OR EXCHANGES ALLOWED DEFECTIVE TAPES WILL BE 
REPLACED WITK SAME TITLE ONLY. ‘U.S, and Canada $6.00 first 
meee, (ape, $4.00 foreach additional tape. Outside U.S. & Canada Oouble 
se 2 all Shipping & Handling charges. Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. 
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Credit Card # Exp. Date: 
















based eco-wacko group who, when they aren’t arranging tours of sen- 
sitive U.S. military installations for foreign nationals, are busy orga- 
nizing boycotts of everything from guns to Sport Utility Vehicles. Not 
surprisingly, two of EcoBridge’s chief flag-wavers are California 
Democratic congresswomen Dianne Feinstein and Barbara Boxer. 





Doin’ The Albanian Boogie 


Seven Albanian officer cadets participating in the NATO- 
sponsored Partnership for Peace training exercise Cooperative 
Osprey at Camp Lejeune MCB, North Carolina have gone 
AWO-Loose: Some 2,000 GIs from 16 countries are participat- 
ing in Osprey, and after attending a baseball game and a trip to 
Wal-Mart three Albanians walked away from a Kinston Indians 
baseball game. One more left the following day, and three more 
walked away that night. 

According to local police officials, three were last seen, wearing 
blaze-ordnge Osprey T-shirts, trying to catch a bus from rural 
Kinston to Philadelphia. Apparently unsuccessful, they subsequent- 
ly tried to hire a cab to take them to Philly. Another apparently spent 
the night at a church homeless shelter, and told workers there he was 
headed for New York. 





Dumb Gun Quote 


On a June 8 edition of Access Hollywood, carried by NBC- 
owned stations and syndicated to other markets, actor Sylvester 
Stallone made known his personal — not film — thoughts on 
guns: “I know we use guns in films,” he said, but insisted the time 
has come “to be a little more accountable and realize that this is 
. an escalating problem that’s eventually going to lead to, I think, 
urban warfare.” Access Hollywood then showed a clip from an 
earlier interview in London, where he opined, “Until America, 
door to door, takes every handgun, this is what you’re gonna have. 
It’s pathetic. It’s sad. We’re living in the Dark Ages over there.” 
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Further berating the Second Amendment Stallone continued, “It 
has to be stopped, and someone really has to go on the line, a cer- 
tain dauntless political figure, and say, ‘It’s ending, it’s over, all 
bets are off. It’s not 200 years ago, we don’t need this anymore, 
and the rest of the world doesn’t have it. Why should we?’ ” 


Dumb Gun Quote Runner-Up 


CBS This Morning host Mark McEwen to NRA President 
Charlton Heston on an 8 June interview, “The Bill of Rights was 
written over 200 years ago. There weren’t semi-automatic weapons 
out there. There weren’t AK-47s out there. There were people who 
had one-shot rifles, one-shot revolvers ... ” 
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EAGLE SPIRIT 
Night Weapon Sight 
*Perfect for Hunting Nocturnal 
Varmints 
* Weaver Adapter Included 
#* Adjustable Elevation and 
Windage 
* As Low As $995 


DOUBLE EAGLE 
Military-Style Goggle 


* Great for Nighttime Navigation 

Hands-Free Operation; Headstrap 
Included 

Stereoscopic Vision Provides 
Depth Perception 


*As Low As $1,995 


\e a 
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~ STRIKE EAGLE 


* Daylight, Red-Dot Aiming 
# Weaver Adapter Included 
* Night Vision Laser Aiming to 


*Shown with Optional 3X Lens 
#*As Low As $1,695 


PO BOX 400, FOGELSVILLE, PA 18051-0400 
ey 1 0) 391-9105 e-mail: xcalibur@ptdprolog.net FAX (610) 391-9220 


AMERICAN EAGLE 


Day/Night Weapon Aimer The “Original” Pocketscope 


# Excellent for Surveillance and 
Photography 
* Hand-Held/Camera Adaptable 
*Lens Options Allow Long & 
Short Range Photos & Video 
1*AsLowAs $1,295 


1,000 Meters 
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~~ MasterCard and Visa welcome. e-mail: questions @military- -media.com 





These CD’s can be read by every version of Windows. Mac and Unix versions are also included. All of these manuals 
have been formatted into .pdf files, so they can be viewed by the Adobe Acrobat Reader, which is included on these CD’s. 
These programs can be run directly from the CD; there is no need to download the manuals to your hard disk to view 
them. They can be sent to your printer, or copied to your computer for use in word processing, etc. 


FM-200 (2CD Set) $19.95 * 


2 CD set of 200 US Army field manuals for Air Traffic, Ammunition, Armor, Aviation, Engineering, Light Cavalry, 
Medical, NBC, Operations, Plumbing and Pipefitting, Rigging Techniques, Security, Survival, Terrain Analysis, 
Topographic Operations, Weapons and more. 


FM-50G $14.95 * 

Includes weapons field manuals, plus operational manuals for such weapons as SKS, M1Garand, MK19, AK-47, Sten, 
Lee Enfield, M16, M14, MAC, M60, FN-FAL, P38, Model 1917 .30 Cal US Rifle, M24 Sniper Rifle, 90 mm Recoilless 
Rifle, M9 Pistol, .45 Cal Pistol and more. A total of 50 manuals. 


MEDICS $14.95 * 

Includes FM8-230 Medical Specialist, FM8-36 Aidmans Medical Guide, and ST31_91B; the Special Forces Medical 
Handbook, FM21-11 First Aid for Soldiers, Combat Stress, NBC Protection, plus 23 other health and medical 
related manuals. ‘j 


SPEC OPS $14.95 * 


Includes the Pas Forces Guerrilla Warfare manuals, SP Ops, Recon Tactics, Sniper, Scout, and 
Pathfinder manuals; Desert Ops, Jungle Ops, River Crossing, 
Northern Ops, FM21475 Combat Skills, FM21-76 Survival, 
. and the Ranger Handbook. A total of 33 manuals 7 
on all aspects, of Special Operations. 


Call toll free to order 
1-800=321-2974 
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Zimbabwe's Top Banana 


According to the copy of News Planet we were reading in the 
boss’ office, the first post-colonial president of Zimbabwe (for- 
merly Rhodesia), Mr. Canaan Banana, is on trial as we go to 
press for 11 counts of sodomy, attempted sodomy and indecent 
assault against other men, most of whom were military aides or 
employees at the State House during his 1980-1987 tenure as 
president. 


Cold Judgment 


According to Jane’s Defence Weekly, Indian Defence Minister 
George Fernandes has ordered that three civil servants from the 
Indian Defence Ministry’s financial office spend a week on the dis- 
puted Siachen Glacier, in Kashmir, for causing a delay of more than 
three years in the procurement of snowmobiles. The officials were 
slated to undergo “familiarization with conditions on the glacier” 
last June. 


24th Military Police Detachment 


Augsburg/Munich, Germany circa 1960-63: reunion planned for 
future date. POC Walt Marchewka; phone: 518-584-5142. 


Seal Penis Trade In Danger 


According to the Associated Press, the International Fund for 
Animal Warfare has announced it is suing the Canadian govern- 
ment for its participation in the export of seal penises. The orga- 
. nization has been active for years in a campaign to halt Canada’s 
commercial seal hunt, and is suing Fisheries Minister David 
Anderson. Seal penises, although a dime a dozen in Coronado, 
are particularly popular in Hong Kong, China, Korea, and San 





Francisco where their testosterone content is thought to act as an 
aphrodisiac. Said Clayton Ruby, lawyer for the Fund, “it is sim- 
ply against the law in Canada to sell or import testosterone unless 
you're a physician.” 


Karen National Union 


According to the Bangkok Post, Thai Army officials display 
little interest in coming to the aid of KNU refugee camps along 
the Thai-Burmese border, which are routinely raided by the 
Karen Buddhist faction, who now reportedly control the lucrative 
illegal logging concessions with the help of SLORC. Local scan- 
dals abound over payoffs of police and military officials regards 
the illegal trade in teak. Meanwhile, the displaced KNU continue 
to suffer. 


Museums Make A Difference 


The New York Veterans’ Museum is on a search-and-rescue mis- 
sion for military artifacts and equipment. Currently located at the 
former Fosterdale Motors building in Mongaup Valley, the museum 
is to be later relocated to the town of Bethel in Sullivan County, 
New York, where land has been donated for a new facility. The 
Museum has been chartered by the State Department of Education. 
Military guard and reserve units in the Northeast are invited to lend 
a hand to the museum creating exhibits or donating or refurbishing 
equipment. 

Individuals and organizations interested in donating items, or 
contributing to the museum’s development, are encouraged to con- 
tact Timothy Conover, museum president, at: 

New York Veteran’s Museum, Inc. 

P.O. Box 540 

White Lake, NY 12786 

Phone/fax: 914-583-5700; e-mail: nyvm@zelacom.com ® 


~The Steyr ‘Jeff Cooper” Scout rifle system 
marks the beginning of a new era in firearms excellence. 





Calibered in.308 Win,, the Scout features a special receiver for scope forward mounting 
and a 19° cold hammer-forged barre! that renders hair-spitting accuracy. A specially designed 2.3x Leupold 
alvers maximum eye rellef and instantaneous sighting. The Scout’s advanced synthetic stock features a buit-in bipod and an 


extra magazine well in the butt Lightweight at only 7 pounds, the Scout is buit around the Steyr Safe Bolt System. The Steyr Scout is equally efficient as 
a sporter, @ tactical nfle or a too! of survival. It's the only rifle you'll ever need! 





For a free color brochure on Steyr firearms write GS! Inc., Dept. $03; PO. Box 129, Trussville, AL 35173 or call 1-668-60 STEYR 


<s 
Bee or (205) 695-6299. Email address: SteyrSBS@aol.com* For a Steyr ampatch and color brochure send $2.00 to the address ahove, | Mannlicher 





QUALITY MAKES IT A COLT! 


Just Take A Look At How Our New Python® 
Folders and Pathfinder Fixed Blades Perform 


PYTHONS The '98 Colt. 


e Available with a reinforced nylon sheath -OR- in a pocket clip version S . 4 
porting Knife 


e Stainless steel hex screw construction for easy field stripping 

e Tempered stainless steel blade with one-hand thumb stud Line 
e Super hard coat finish for extra corrosion resistance , 
e State-of-the-art liner lock mechanism 
e Lightweight aluminum handle 
e 4-3/4" closed length 

¢ 3-5/8" blade length 














CT24 









CT24 & CT25 can be easily 
switched between two 
gripping positions 


PATHF iFINDERS | 


The Colt® Pathfinders are available in the regular,camp version 

or the deluxe tactical version. 

e Impact resistant sheath featuring a quick-release 
mechanism 

e Can be field stripped by removing the stainless 


handle screws i 
e Lightweight aluminum handle with a — | 
hard coat finish and rubber inserts a } : 
f 


e i/3 serrated stainless steel 
blade, 1/4" thick 

e 12-7/8” overall - eC 

e 8” blade length 
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fields protected by helmets and shields, first of bronze and then 

of steel. Exclusive of weaponry, no single object symbolizes the 
terrifying fury of battle more than a helmet. In juxtaposition, helmets 
can also be objects of great beauty and they have been designed by 
some of the greatest names in the history of art: Raphael, Leonardo 
da Vinci, Donatello, Holbein and Michelangelo. Oddly, helmets dis- 
appeared from the battlefield during the nineteenth century and did 
not return in significant quantities until World War I. 

Adopted in June 1917, the first United States Army helmet was 
the British Mk I steel helmet. The US M-1917 helmet was an invert- 
ed bowl stamped out of a single piece of manganese alloy. It would 
stop a caliber .45 pistol bullet traveling 600 fps fired at a distance of 
10 feet. A total of 2.7 million of these helmets were produced. 


S ince the dawn of recorded history men have fought on battle- 


Tim Abell, a star of the Special Operations Force television 
series, and former member of the U.S. Army 7th Ranger 
Battalion, demonstrates Progressive Technologies SPEC-OPS 
Spectra helmet with Litton M983 third generation night-vision 
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. TAP URBAN delivers maximum energy transfer through a unique 
combination of penetration and dramatic fragmentation. 


TAP™ URBAN™ 

Now there’s an ammo specifically designed for 
police using rifles and carbines in urban 
environments: TAP Urban, new from Hornady. 
TAP Urban’s advanced-design polymer-tipped 
bullet is incredibly accurate, and won’t deform 
during loading and unloading. On impact, the 
tip causes dramatic fragmentation, which 
provides 100% energy transfer to the target for 
instant terminal results. This reduces the need 
for repeat ae 
shots and 
lowers the 
chances of 
collateral 
damage 
from over- 
penetration or 


ricochets. ————— 
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The United States started World War 
IT with the M-1917A1 helmet which fea- 
tured a new lining and chin strap. By the 
end of 1941, the famous M-1 helmet was 
adopted. It was based upon the M-1917 
crown with the brim removed and the 
sides extended. The helmet body was 
produced from a single stamping of 
Hadfield Manganese steel. Approx- 
imately 22 million were made during 
World War II. With various liner and 
chin strap variations, this helmet contin- 
ued to soldier on through both the 
Korean and Vietnam wars. 

By 1972, development of a new hel- 
met to replace the M-1 commenced. 
Production of the PASGT (Personnel 
Armor System Ground Troops) began in 
1978. Constructed from 17 layers of 
aramid fiber (KEVLAR) material, head 
coverage was improved by 11% over the 
M-1 helmet. Because it was reminiscent 
in appearance to the German Stahlhelm 
(“Steel Helmet’), it immediately became 
dubbed the “Fritz” helmet by the troops. 
Approximately 6.8 million of these bal- 
listic-type helmets have been manufac- 
tured to date. Although not designed for protection from rifle bul- 
lets, there is a specimen in the 82nd Airborne museum at Fort Bragg 
that stopped a 7.62x39mm round fired from a Kalashnikov. 

Several variations of the PASGT-type helmet have been devel- 
oped specifically for law enforcement special response units and 
military special operations personnel. One of the very best is the 
SPEC-OPS Helmet HSO-1-STG designed and distributed by 
Progressive Technologies of America, Inc. (Dept. SOF, 14221-A 
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G.G.& G. fold-down front sight system for the M16/AR-15 series. Note Uncle Mike’s QD 
sling swivel and bayonet lug. (right) G.G.& G. foid-down front sight system in the down 
position. This permits use of optical equipment without an annoying and distracting ghost 
image of the front sight assembly. 


Willard Road, Suite 1100, Chantilly, VA 20151; phone: 1-800-84- 
ARMOR and 703-502-0700; fax: 703-502-1776), highly regarded 
for their line of state-of-the art body armor. 

While similar in appearance to the US military PASGT helmet, 
the SPEC-OPS helmet has been designed with the following fea- 
tures. There is no lip or brim on the front and this permits an easier 
installation of brackets for night vision devices. The sides are cut so 
that the helmet does not extend below the ear canal. This both 


7» A TAP Precision uses technologically advanced match bullets for 
consistent first-shot accuracy. 


TAP™ PRECISION™ — 

When lives depend 

on a single shot 

) from a police 

| sniper, you can 

i depend on Hornady’s TAP Precision ammunition to 
deliver the surgical strike needed. TAP 
Precision matches Hornady’s newest 
boattail hollow point match-grade 
bullets with select brass and propellant. 
The result is first-shot, long-range 
accuracy you can count on. You deserve 
ammunition as unique as the challenges 
you face: TAP from Hornady. To learn 

F more, call 

1-800-338-3220, 
or visit 
www.hornady.com. 











OUR REPUTATION RIDES ON EVERY SHOT 
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Build Muscle Mass and Strength 


Leading Steriod Replacer 
High Gains in muscle mass and strength have 
been reported from Boron users. Completely /egal 
and no side effects. Gains won’t be as good as 
steroids for most, but response is great and lifters 


are coming back for more. The extra edge, Boron. 
BORON 3 month cycle #55001 $15.95 


Now available without Prescription 
D.H.E.A. This remarkable nutrient has shown extra- 
ordinary results in athletes. New studies have shown 
that D.H.E.A. is an effective way to increase mus- 
cle mass in both men and women while providing 
additional strength. Try JTR’s D.H.E.A. Today. 
D.H.E.A. 90 Caps 50 mg. #55034 $19.95 


D.H.E.A. 180 Caps 50 mg. #55035 $34.95 


Att PRO BODY Power Formulas are 100% GUARANTEED or your money back 


CALL 1-800-962-4769 ask for dept. #119 
Toll free - 24 hours - 7 days 


Free 
Catalog 


Build Mass and Lose Fat 
Human Growth Hormone increases lean mass 
and decreases body fat. The ingredients GH 
Power Formula have been proven to naturally 
increase Growth Hormone levels up to 700% in 
90 minutes. GH levels still 300% higher 8 hours 
later. Get the hard look with GH Power Formula. 
GH POWER FORMULA 90 Tabs #55024 $24.95 
GH POWER FORMULA 180 Tabs #55025 $44.95 


The Ultimate Mass Formula 
Get Big Now! Combine all of the best Power for- 
mulas for Ultimate gains. Boron, 
Dibencozide, Yohtmbe, Smilax, & Mega Aminos 
in a huge 60 day cycle. Guaranteed Size. Get it 
all with the Mass Formula. At a 30% savings. 
MASS FORMULA 60 Day Cycle #55050 89.95 


Fast 
Shipping 


Send to: JTR Labs - 4069 Wedgeway Ct., Dept #119 - St. Louis, MO 63045 
For questions and local orders call 314-739-7551 


2 | ~ RUSH ORDER FORM 


Name (as on card): 





Ss mums «SC Address: 
Oye 

a Phone #: ( > 
Card #: 


SEND TO: JTR Labs 
4069 Wedgeway Ct. - dept. #119 
Earth City, MO 63045 


Product 


{IMPORTANT ORDERING INFORMATION 
-Foreign Orders add 25% if total in US funds 
~Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico add $7.00 
-COD orders add $5.00 (Priority Mail) 
-Dealer Inquires Welcome 
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accommodates a wider variety of communi- 
cation head sets and provides for superior 
detection of ambient sound during indoor 
room-clearing operations. 

The helmet is constructed of Spectra, 
which allows the ballistic shell to be 100% 
neutral buoyant. Furthermore, Spectra is, 
without doubt, the strongest fiber ever 
made. Pound for pound, it is ten times 
stronger than steel. Spectra was developed 
by, and is available exclusively from, the 
High Performance Fibers Group of Allied 
Signal, Inc. Spectra has outstanding cut and 
chemical resistance characteristics, togeth- 
er with excellent flexibility and lightweight 
strength. A size medium SPEC-OPS helmet 
weighs only 2.94 pounds, and is the lightest 
in the world for its level of ballistic perfor- 
mance. A Spectra vest weighs about 25% 
less than a Kevlar vest of equivalent pro- 
tection level. Spectra is chemically inert 
and is not affected by exposure to seawater 
or other chemicals, such as gasoline. 
Highly resistant to moisture, Spectra works 
as well under water as it does in an arid 
environment. 


Exclusive of 
weaponry, no single 


object symbolizes the 
terrifying fury of battle 
more than a helmet. 





The SPEC-OPS helmet’s level of ballis- 
tic protection is compatible with NIJ level 
I]]-A 9mm. Thus, it will defeat 9mm 124- 
grain FMJ at 1,450 fps; 9mm 123-grain 
steel jacket GECO at 1,300 fps; and 9mm 
steel jacket Lapua at 1,050 fps. 

For those who tip-toe in the night, 
Progressive Technologies’ SPEC-OPS hel- 
met is, quite simply, the best complement 
you can provide to your ninja suit, LBE and 
black rifle. On the battlefield, most head 
wounds are caused by grenades and artillery 
fragments. However, in the law-enforce- 
ment arena, the vast majority of head 
wounds are caused by handgun projectiles 
and blunt objects, such as baseball bats, 
crowbars, etc. 


M16/AR-15 
Fold-Down Front Sight 


You have just spent your child’s entire 
educational fund on enhancing your 
M16/AR-15. Starting with a pre-ban AR- 
IS or registered full-auto M16 lower 
receiver, you first added a Colt “law- 
enforcement”’ flat-top upper receiver with 
removable carrying handle. Onto this you 
installed a G.G.& G. Extended Delta 
Length Integrated Rail System with inte- 
gral flip-up peep aperture rear sight, the 
very hot Aimpoint Comp M red dot elec- 
tronic reflex sight with G.G.&G.’s Aim- 
point ring, and finally, the outrageous Litton 


Continued on page 8&8 
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hings had been very quiet 
Tse my battalion’s arrival 

by ship in Mozambique in 
August 1970. We had been posted 
to various sectors in the north for 
three months, skipping from one 
post to the other before my platoon 
was exclusively stationed in 
Chioco, a village in Tete province 
near the Malawi border. We knew 
that FRELIMO (Front for the 
Liberation of Mozambique) was 
very active in these areas yet one 
month into our stay at Chioco we 
had seen no action. 

My unit was from the Azores, 
the Cazadores, Battalion Inde- 
pendent & Infantaria 17 (Hunter 
Infantry and Independent Battal- 
ion 17). Even the young men of 
those Portuguese islands in the 
mid-Atlantic, myself included, 
were not denied the privilege of 
having an all-expense-paid trip to 
Africa courtesy of President 
Salazar. Earlier in 1970 when I was 
conscripted, one of my older broth- 
ers was already a veteran of Angola 
and my oldest had long ago settled 


(in the pre-conflict days) in Mozambique where he 
was a policeman. He raised a family there and I 


would often visit when I had leave. 


The Portuguese government had been sending 
troops throughout its African colonies to suppress 
rebels looking to gain independence since 1961]. 
Angola and the tiny colony of Guinea-Bissau, in 
West Africa; and Mozambique, in East Africa, all 
waged wars against Lisbon’s colonial govern- 
ment. Portugal’s policy interpreted its foreign 
lands as an extension of Portugal itself — not as 


colonies. This made the Salazar government all the more stubborn 
in surrendering its foreign lands. With aid and arms from both 
Russia and China, as well as from newly independent Algeria, the 
rebel movements in the colonies kept the wars going for years. 
Soldiering became a very peaceful lifestyle in Chioco. The 
locals were friendly and seemed almost indifferent to our presence. 
Routinely, some of us would while away the time with small hunt- 
ing trips by night. Game in Africa could not be missed on our free 


time. Besides, a gazelle often helped to feed us and was a welcome 
break from some of the crap rations we were getting — canned sar- 


dines, beans and cheese. 


At 2200 hours, one bleak night in early November, we had just 
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photos courtesy author 


concluded our nightly prayer meet- 
ing. Those of us who did not have 
duty or night watch were lounging 
about the houses and shacks as we 
often did; some writing letters or 
listening to the radio, others playing 
cards or checkers or, like me, read- 
ing a prayer book. I was with others, 
sitting outside on the lit terrace of an 
administration building when pop- 
ping and cracking sounds erupted 
nearby. What the hell? Flashes of 
light darted at us against backdrop 
shouts of “My God!” We all went 
down, our bodies thudded on the 
deck. We were panicked — hell, 
none of us had been in combat! 

To make matters worse, we did 
not have our weapons (the major 
fundamental error) — our G3s 
were a few meters away in our 
quarters. We laid there being 
blasted by the recurring screams 
of one scared young man, Private 
Adrea, on the terrace, “We’re all 
going to die! We’re all going to 
die!” (in Portuguese, of course). 

Lying on a well-lit terrace\in the 
midst of panic and confusion, 


unable to return fire hardly helped our fmus- 
tration level. The terrorists could clearly see 
us but, 
Private Uther, who was laying not too far 
from me, undid his boot, npped it off and 


thankfully, were horrible shots. 


Jamie DeMelo (above, left) and fellow 
commander, Jale, during the mission. 
Weapons are Portuguese-manufactured 
Heckler & Koch G3A2s. (inset) Author 
with captured weapons from operation. 


CHILL 


threw it at the light above us. This only compounded the passions of 
an already nervous Adrea. Seeing something of a shadow fly over 
head he yelled, ““Grenade!” and up he scurried toward the perimeter 
— away from the action. 

At this point I decided enough was enough and rolled down the 
steps and crawled to the northern perimeter where the 81mm mortar 
had been placed. I slid into the pit, got up and quickly dropped a round 
from the pile down the tube. It fired. I waited to see and listen. Nothing, 
no explosion and no distant flash. I dropped another and stretched my 
head to listen over the gunfire and action. Again nothing. I dropped 


Continued on page 88 
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As a former Naval Aviation/ Intelligence 
officer (1959-1968) and Assistant Secretary 
of Commerce, U.S. Department of 
Commerce(1981-1984), I want to commend 
you for your timely, courageous and con- 
vincing leadership in organizing and con- 
ducting the Press Conference held in the First 
Amendment Room, National Press Building, 
Washington, D.C. recently to counter the 
bogus CNN/Time magazine story about 
SOG, assassinations and nerve gas. 

The men who served in SOG, others who 
served in South East Asia and all who served 
in the U.S. Armed Forces, do not deserve to 
be trashed or lied about by incompetent, 
morally corrupt, cowardly imbeciles who 
function under the guise of being a journal- 
ist. 

The retractions in recent 
days and related firings, in my 
opinion, would not have 
occurred if you and the valiant 
warriors that you assembled 
such as General Jack Singlaub 
had not come forth to protest 
and get the truth out! 

Your efforts honor the fall- 
en heroes, the living wounded, 
and all who ever wore or cur- 
rently wear the uniform of the 
U.S. Armed Forces. Moreover, 
your efforts serve to protect 
the integrity of the First 
Amendment. 

Well done. 


Sincerely, 


Carlos C, Campbell 





Grateful Grunt 


I am a CCN TFIAE recon vet who 
served from Sept. °71 till April °72 on RT 
Indigo. I cannot express to you enough the 
thanks you deserve for your lead in the 
process of regaining the respect that SOG 
deserves. The recon teams at CCS, CCC and 
CCN never asked any more than the respect 
of their comrades, and help when we needed 
it. We need your help now and you have per- 
formed as always ... outstanding. 


Keith A. Larson 


Meals, Ready To Store 
In the “FLAK” column, under “Meals, 


20 


1M SORRY TO SAY WE CANT 
SDPPORT THE ALLEGATION THAT 
THE 0.5, LOED NERVE GAS To KILL 


AMERICANS, BOSS‘ 





Ready to Embargo” you responded that 
“regular ‘survival’ food such as Nitro-Pak 
tastes better and lasts longer — and is a bet- 
ter buy for the money.” So it may be my stu- 
pidity, or perhaps my age that are showing 
(I’m from an era when “C-Rations” were 
still being issued), but, what the hell is a 
Nitro-Pak, where can I get some samples 
and how much do they cost? You’ve used 
the name so a little more free advertising 
won’t hurt, will it? Thanks, and keep up the 
good work. 


Larry Gries 
via e-mail 


Contact Harry Weyandt at Nitro-Pak 
Storage Foods, Dept. SOF, 151 N. Main 


St., Heber, UT 84032; phone: 801-654- 
0099. As for cost, just like at the grocery 
store steak costs more than beans and rice, 
but for what you get Nitro-Pak’s prices are 
reasonable. The name is an allusion to 
freeze-dried food packed in inert nitrogen 
for very long-term storage. I’ve eaten their 
products that were 15 years old, and every- 
thing except the cooking oil tasted like it 
was put up last week. 


The First Of Things Is Water 


Ref. you reply in the August issue, I 
wish to thank you for bringing up the no- 
sale of surplus MREs. But I must disagree 
about what you say about Nitro-Pak 
foods. Yes they taste better than MREs 
and the cost saving per meal is about 
70%, but you forgot to say you need large 
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THERE ARE OTHER. 
ANTI-AMERICAN 
STORIES OLT THERE” 





amounts of clean water to eat, as the 
foods need to be rehydrated. Water is 
going to be hard to get in any type of bad 


. Situation. The best bet is to have a combo 


stash of both MRE and Nitro-Pak type 
food and most important as much water as 
you can store. You can last about two 
months or more without food but only 
three days without water. 

Love your mag, keep up the good fight. 


Ed O’Neill, U.S. Army,( Ret.) 
Via e-mail 


[t goes without saying — or Should, at 
least — that you need water to go with any 
food. Would you store a rifle and no ammo? 
Some freeze-dried foods are excellent with- 
out rehydration: freeze-dried 
steak is the best “jerky” I ever 
ate. The amount of water saved 
by storing MREs vs. freeze- 
dried food, however, is 
insignificant — you will need 
plenty of water to sustain life in 
any scenario. You must have 
really good water where you 
are, though, it you can live on it 
without food for two months. I 
can’t make it until quitting time 
without a snack. 





You state that you support 
the basic freedom of mankind. 
How about including freedom 
from gun violence which 
plagues our nation. Please 
also support gun victims rights. Support 
the right to not be shot. 


Farley 
Via email 


I don’t know if we've ever stated that 
we support the basic freedom of mankind, 
but it would probably be accurate to say 
that we do. At least we support the resis- 
tance to any tyrant who would rob any 
person of the basic freedoms delineated in 
the Declaration of Independence. And we 
do strongly support victim’s rights. 
Freedom from crime, however, involves 
the consent of the criminal element, which 
usually is hard to obtain: so instead of 
supporting some vague philosophical 
“right to not be shot,” WE SUPPORT 
THE RIGHT TO CARRY CONCEALED, 
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Designed by the Colonel, made by Gerber, the Applegate-Fairbairn Covert is the best tactical 
folder you can awn. The new Interlock, a Gerber exclusive, is positioned like a top tang safety, 
making it easily accessible right or left handed. Combined with a fully reversible clip, the 
Covert is a true ambidextrous knife. Combat tough, pocket carry convenient, the Covert sets the 
standard for tactical folders. Covert is now available at dealers and outfitters everywhere. 


“GERBER 
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14200 SW 7end Ave Portland, OR Attn: Customer Service - SOF 


AND THE RIGHT OF VICTIMS TO 
SHOOT BACK. 





Yer Welcome! 


On behalf of the Long Beach Area 
Friends of the NRA Committee and the 
many grant recipients, thank you for your 
gift of subscriptions to Soldier Of Fortune 
magazine. I know the subscriptions will be 
much sought-after items. Our banquet will 
be held August 15 at the Rio Hondo 
Country Club, in Downey, Calif., a Los 
Angeles suburb. 

Recent Friends of the NRA funds raised 
at events such as our banquet have financed 
projects such as the establishment of rifle 
teams in four neighboring southern 
California schools, who now compete 
against each other. 

Thank you again for your support. We 
relish your partnership in our efforts to pro- 
mote lawful ownership and use of firearms, 
and to preserve our Second Amendment 
heritage. 


Jane Bartlett 
Chair, Friends of the NRA Committee 


Mea Culpa 


You ignorant grunts don’t know noth- 
ing about fixed-wing aviation! In your 
July 1998 issue on page 62, in the middle 
of your otherwise excellent article about 







The SUB-9 is a semi-automatic rifle for 


the 9 mm Luger cartridge. By changing 
the grip assembly the SUB-9 will accept 
most double column high capacity 
handgun magazines. 

By rotating the barrel the SUB-9 can 
instantly be reduced to a size of 16x 7 
inches.The reapplication of the barrel 
to shooting position can be achieved in 
less than a second, 


the Colombian Police Air Service, as part 
of the fixed-wing fleet you list one single- 
engine C-99 Beechcraft and one single- 
engine King-300. 

As the enclosed photos from pages 128 
and 129 of Jane’s Encyclopedia of Aircraft 
show, Beechcraft makes a C-90 and a 
Model 99 (no C). I don’t know which air- 
craft the article refers to. 

Also enclosed is an enlargement from an 
ad in a current aviation trade publication, 
showing the King Air 300 (not King 300). 
As you can plainly see, all of these aircraft 
are twin-engined, so if the Colombians’ 
Beech airplanes are in fact running on only 
one motor, they are in sad shape indeed. 


Gary Covington, USAFA ’70 
Midland, Texas 


Aha! We fooled you. It’s actually a very 
clever VisMod kit that makes them appear 
to be twin-engine prop craft, when in reali- 
ty they are souped-up machines built on a 
stealth version of the Bell X-1. 


Etrangerescam 


As a serving member of the Legion 
Etrangere (French Foreign Legion). I 
recently viewed with astonishment the 
cover of February’s edition of Soldier Of 
Fortune. 

Legionnaires currently serving in 2nd 


REP were clearly visible in the photo, con- 
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and magazine extensions. 


The P-11 is a semi-automatic, locked 
breech pistol in 9 mm Luger. Double 
Action Cnly, it is still the smallest and 
lightest full capacity 9 mm ever made. 
Many accessories are now available: 
Belt clip, Tritium sights, trigger shoe, grip 


trary to the protective rights of anonymity 
shared by all legionnaires. 

This is clearly unethical behavior, I do 
not wish to proceed with further action but 
would like to provide your publication with 
contributions if needed, moreover, a gratu- 
ity subscription to your publication would 
go some way to off-set damage already 
caused to members of the Legion Etrangere. 

I trust you will act accordingly. 


Yours faithfully, 


Legionnaire 1st Class Arnaud Hervouet 
2nd REP 
Corsica, France 


We always welcome submissions from 
those who are in the thick of the action. 
However, for redress of any perceived dam- 
age from our “clearly unethical behavior,” 
I suppose you'll have to try RAIDS maga- 
zine, the French publication that originated 
the story — and the photos —for a free sub- 
scription. In the meantime, however, we will 
gladly forward any movie offers or mar- 
riage proposals the photo generates. 

P.S. You may also receive some marriage 
proposals from Russia, as the same cover 
photo appeared in Soldat Udachi magazine. 





Civilian Disarmament 


The following is, in my opinion, the 
explanation for the apparently irrational 





Made 


KEL-TEC CNC INC 
PO BOX 3427 
COCOA FL 32924-3427 


Phone 407-631-0068 
Fax 407-631-1169 
E: aimkeltec@aol.com 
Web: www.kel-tec.com 
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= are aerstitie a Russian man is not: sophisticated, healthy, 
BF eneretc financially secure, sober, considerate and there. These 
ladies aren't seeking to escape the homelands they love. They 
® me want love, affection and a family with a man like you! 


Beautiful, educated, sincere ladies 
are seeking friendship and 
marriage with American 
men of all ages! 





er" 
) 
- 





EUROPEAN CONNECTIONS 
We are renowned throughout the former USSR—some of the loveliest 
ladies in Russia, Ukraine and beyond eagerly attend our tour receptions. 
wo, Ok G» Cf CMe From our photocatalogs and videos, it’s obvious we emphasize quality 
co gf over quantity. Only one of 23 applicants is selected-students, doctors, 
anit, Chatiae GOW A) engineers, ballet dancers, artists, teachers— a 
com pi peso 9 highly educated and cultured ladies, with 
e 10 DAYS their feet on the ground, unpretentious, 


* MOSCOW, KIEV, ODESSA, oe ni ren vig fay wih 
ST. PETERSBURG, RIGA Sidecar malt 
¢ 600-1000 LADIES You don’t have to be rich, 


Picture yourself surrounded by handsome, famous or lucky to 

hundreds of enchanting ladies— havea beautiful, devoted wife. 

all looking for a man like you! Simply enter the European 
It’s incredibly true! Don't just Connections network and be 














introduced to thousands of the 
dream about it... actually find 
the lady of your dreams on a loveliest ladies on the planet! — a : 
European Connections Tour! | VIDEOS Filmed live! The lovely ladies of Russia & Ukraine. | 


TOURS ee COMMECTIONS, INC 


NC 


Dept. 384 ¢ P.O. Box 888851 ¢ Atlanta, GA 30356 ¢ www.euroladies.com 
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civilian disarmament schemes: 

Corrupt government is not endangered by 
the armed criminal mobs or by their acts, but 
it does loathe the judgment and reactions of 
the good citizens: hence, gun control. 


Antonio Randaccio-Lodi 
Montreal, Quebec 





Kudos From Canada 


Just to let you know, all your efforts in 
spiking the bullshit Arnett/CNN/Time falsi- 
fication on Op Tailwind has done good, and 
the effects have reached as far as Canada. I 
was in Halifax last Sunday, and both the 
news and editorial pages, although they did 
not mention you guys by name, gave beau- 
coup coverage that Armett/CNN/Time had 
committed a gross falsification; the editori- 
al page used it to launch a piece about how 
prevalent dishonesty is in journalism. They 
said “even when all else fails, you still don’t 
lie!!”” Well done, and please pass this on to 
the rest of the troops. 

Also, in case I forgot to say so before, 
thanks for publishing the notice about Cross 
Border Run 3/Rolling Thunder Quebec 2 in 
the July SOF. It’s scheduled for this weekend, 
and I’ll try and send you guys some photos. 
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CaaS EV Me 220m Gorm There 


| Like Hamburger Hill, Zaffiri has done a 
——_ very accurate job, up to a point. He has cho- 
| sen the same path that Dale Andrade did in 
Trial By Fire in that he completely ignores 
the aviators of the 229th Assault Helicopter 
Battalion that moved all those ARVN into 
An Loc, put the counter-attacking force on 
top of Nui Ba Den at Tay Nihn, and resup- 
plied the city with logistics and medicine. 

The 229th was awarded its second 
Presidential Unit Citation in Vietnam for 
that period, yet both Zaffiri and Andrade 
completely gloss over that fact and imply 
the ARVN just showed up. 

It is time for both authors to get all the 
facts concerning that fight. 

If they want a copy of the PUC paper- 
work, contact me via e-mail. 








> ve Cone teaks? Maybe. 
: But just enjoy your 


Mike Sloniker (former Operations 
Officer A/229 AHB) 
An Loc for Lunch Bunch 





WeVE AOA YED CAEL PARDUE’S , 
LESEMENEY (UNE CXCOICEMENT KNIFE FOR am 
GENERAL VS WITS AM EASY ONE-HAND OPENING 
THUGAS SYD. THE 259 15 A SMALL, PRECISE MARVEL THAT — 
WEAN GPT TO GUNCES AND FOLDS TO JUST 4.1 INCHES. 


BENCHMADE | 


HELO TO A HIGHER STANDARD. 


new knife, 

Mike, one reality of journalism is, there 
are physical, dimensional limitations we 
must live within. There is enough material on 
hand regarding An Loc for several books: in 
magazine article space, we can only cover 
one aspect of the activity, which this time was 
the ground pounders. This is in no way a 
slight on the competence and heroism of the 
chopper jocks — generally regarded as deity 
by the ground-pounders they served and 
saved, we might add — it’s just that that’s a 
separate story. A worthy, but separate, story 
that needs to be told on its own. & 
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BORN FOR BATTLE 


With The Superior Strength & Performance of ATS-34 


Designed For The U.S. Navy Seal Team ¢ Durable ATS-34 Stainless Steel Construction ¢ Black Roguard Coating Resists Corrosion & Peeling 


Special Ops Utility Knife woess) 

e Nylon sheath features a removable plastic blade cover and a quick release handle strap 
e Wire breaker notch cuts wire up to an 1/8" thick 

e Can be worn ona belt, ankle or wrist. 


Special Ops Jungle "i 


Machete wucess) 

e Non-slip Kraton® handle 

e Special mildewcide treated laigo 
sheath for superior water and 
mildew resistance 

| More compact than most machetes, 
See but retains all of the weight and 
| eu 5 ‘power of a full size model. 


Uni ed 


1425 United Bivd. + Sevierville, TN 378765" Available at your local knife retailer or distributor. For more information cn a dealer near you cait 1-800-548-0835 


| C1B¢6' United Cutlery Comm.” = and ask for Dept. SOF or Fax 423-428-2267. Dealer and distributor inquiries invited. Exclusively from United Cutlery Brands. 


CSAS TOOL 


COLT SEARCH AND RESCUE 


e Includes a non- magnetic awl, a bottle opener, and a lanyard 





e 5-3/8" fiberglass reinforced, polyamide handle - 
* 3-7/16" Solingen-steel blade. 
¢ 1/2 serrated stainless steel blade 


* Convenient one-handed opening 


CT37 Colt Search 
And Rescue (CSAR) 


Also Available: 
CT38 Colt Tactical Combat Knife (CTCK) 
CT39 Colt Special Operations Knife (CSOK) 


LEGAL DISCLOSURE: The CT37 is only available to those individuals who are 
in the armed services, law enforcement, or are classified as emergency and 
rescue personnel. The buyer warrants that he or she is in compliance with 
any State and local laws and is legally able to purchase this knife. 


Uni ed 
1425 United Blvd. * Sevierville, TN 37876 Available at your local knife retailer or distributor. For more information on a dealer near you call 2-800-548-0835 and ask 
€1998 New Colt Holding Co., Inc. for Dept. SOF or Fax 423-428-2267. Dealer and distributor inquiries invited. Exclusively from United Cutlery Brands. 
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FAR BEYOND 
DEFENSIVE 
by Nees tot] 


FAR BEYOND 
DEFENSIVE TACTICS 
Advanced Concepts, 

Techniques, Drills, and 
Tricks for Cops on the Street 
by Loren Christensen 
This book shows cops how to use 
proven defensive tactics to stay 
alive and uninjured, including how 
to disarm attackers, deal with 
drunk or drugged subjects, protect 
their guns, fend off multiple 
attackers and more. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, 
softcover, photos, 208 pp.$25.00 





THE COMPLETE Mi GARAND 
A Guide for the 
Shooter and Collector 
by Jim Thompson 
A heavily illustrated, practical histo- 
ry for shooters and collectors alike, 
this book tells the complete story of 
the robust M1 Garand. High-quality, 
detailed photos; functional and trou- 
bleshcoting data, including original 
military manuals; market  in- 
formation and much more make this 
a valuable resource on a classic bat- 
tle rifle. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, pho- 
tos, illus., 160 pp. $25.00 
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THE TACTICAL ADVANTAGE 
A Definitive Study of Personal 
Small-Arms Tactics 
by Gabriel Suarez 
Read this book and learn the combat- 
proven techniques big-city cops use to 
Stay alive and effective when the bul- 
lets start flying, Maintain the tactical 
advantage in any situation by knowing 
how to search buildings for armed 
intruders, use cover and concealment, 
maintain proper distance intervals and 
much more. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, 
photos, illus., 216 po. $20.00 





THE PHONE BOOK 


The Latest High-Tech Techniques and Equipment for Preventing Electronic Eavesdropping, 
Recording Phone Calls, Ending Harassing Calls, and Stopping Toll Fraud 


by M.L. Shannon 


When you had your telephone installed, were you told how easy it can be for someone to tap your line or monitor your conversations with an inexpensive scanner? Were you 
wamed how easy it is for someone to “clone” your phone's electronic serial number and make calls that you may have to pay for? Welcome to the world of high-tech eaves- 
dropping. To navigate in this wild and often lawless world, you need the phone book—not the one put out by Ma Bell, but the offer phone book. In The Phone Book, you'll 
leam about the invasive new technology and gadgets and what you can do to defeat them, as well as the lengths to which the U.S. government has gone to compromise your 
privacy. After reading this book, you will be able to make your communications so secure that na one can eavesdrop on you. Get the scoop on cellular and mobile phones, 


faxes, e-mail, laws about tapping phones, proven ways to end harassing phone calls and much, much more. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, photos, illus., 280 pp. 





HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT 
A Practical Guide to 
Concealed Handgun Carry 

Revised 2nd Edition 
by Trey Bloodworth & Mike Raley 
Now, the best resource available on 
how to exercise the privileges grant- 
ed by a CCW permit comfortably, 
discreetly and safely is bigger and 
better. In addition to updated data on 
draw-time comparisons, it includes 
information on new holsters and list- 
ings for 40 more suppfiers. 5 1/2 x 
8 1/2, photos, 176 pp. $18.00 


BEAT THE BILL COLLECTOR 
How to Obtain Freedom 
from Your Debt 
by Max Edison 
lf debt collection agencies are 
harassing you to settle your unpaid 
bills, you do not have to put up 
with their bullying tactics! This 
book tells you exactly how you can 
use simple tricks to get them off 
your back for good or resort to 
heavy legal firepower if they per- 
sist in calling you at work or home, 
Know your rights! 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, 
softcover, 80 pp. $14.00 
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Revenge 
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THE REVENGE ENCYCLOPEDIA 
This is the mother of ail revenge 
books! You'd have to buy more than 
25 books to get all the wit and wis- 
dom contained in this compilation 
from the best of Paladin’s revenge 
books. Don't be fooled by cheap 
imitators that claim to know how to 
get even. Paladin ts still your 
revenge source when you need to 
even the score with nosy neighbors, 


Snarly clerks or other pests, For 


entertainment purposes only. 8 1/2 
X11, Softcover, 120 pp. $20.00 
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RAGNAR'S ACTION 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE 
ANO PROVEN TECHNIQUES 
by Ragnar Benson 
Leam how to build weapons, trap 
anything that moves, drop out of the 
rat race, protect your privacy, elude 
the bad guys, defend yourself, 
change identities, land a job and live 
well — as well as a little bit about 
everything else that might be Impor- 
tant. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, photos, 
illus., 456 pp. $45.00 
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ACQUIRING NEW ID 
How to Easily Use the Latest 
Computer Technology to Orop 
Out, Start Over, 
and Get On with Your Life 
by Ragnar Benson 
Forget about using the old “dead- 
baby's birth-certificate” ruse to get 
new ID. Everyone's on to that trick. 
What you need is the know-how to 
make your own documents on a 
home computer, And by following 
the simple Instructions in here, you 
can. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, pho- 
tos, illus., 152 pp. $20.00 





JUST SAY NO TO DRUG TESTS 
How to Beat the Whiz Quiz 
by Ed Carson 
Urinalysis is a blatant violation of 
human freedom and dignity, and now 
you can fight back! Ed Carson, who 
handled drug testing for a large U.S. 
military base, reveals how the tests 
are done and how to beat them. He 
did it successfully for eight years using 
the exact methods outlined in this 
book Find out how to preserve your 
life-style and keep your job. 5 1/2 x 8 
1/2, softcover, 48 pp. $12.00 








RAGNAR'S 
ACTION ENCYCLOPEDIA 
VOLUME TWO 
by Ragnar Benson 
This follow-up to the original Action 
Encyclopedia of Practical Know- 
fedge and Proven Techniques in- 
cludes 40 all-new chapters on 
choosing the right weapon, assemb- 
ling a sniper rifle, taking out tanks, 
avoiding police entrapment, doing 
your own medicine , . . and every- 
thing else Ragnar couldn't fit into 
volume one. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, 
photos, 256 pp. $40.00 
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THE ART OF THE RIFLE 
by Jeff Cooper 
“Riflecraft has been completely 
ignored since World War li," says Jeff 
Cooper, America's foremost rifle 
instructor. To remedy this situation, 
he took it upon himself to set down 
the fine art of the rifle before it was 
lost forever. In his no-holds-barred 
style, Cooper instructs you in every- 
thing you need to know about shoot- 
ing the nfle, while entertaining you 
with tales of marksmanship, combat 
and big-game hunting. 8 1/2 x 11, 
hardcover, photos, 104 pp. $29.95 


GUERRILLAS 


NIRS 


GUERRILLAS IN THE MIST 
A Battlefietd Guide to 
Clandestine Warfare 
by Bob Newman 
Foreword by Robert K. Brown 

Learn every facet of the gnm, violent 
world of guerrilla warfare: basic field- 
craft; mines and booby traps; tunnel 
construction and strategy; ambush- 
es; urban and noctumal tactics; inter- 
rogation, indoctrination and expicita- 
tlon; psyops; and more. For academic 
study only. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, pr 
photos, illus., 232 pp. 
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U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 
One of the rarest FMs in the field 
of military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demoli- 
tion techniques and explosives. 
Equipment and tactics employed 
by this elite fighting force are cov- 
ered, aS are SEAL weapons, com- 
munications, diving, infiltration 
and exflitration, survival and 
more. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, pho- 
tos, tllus., 240 pp. $22.95 
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MODERN SURVIVAL RETREAT 

A New and Vital Approach to 

Retreat Theory and Practice 

by Ragnar Benson 

Modern retreaters have a new enemy 
to fear — our own government. In this 
companion to the classic book The 
Survival Retreat, Ragnar answers 
such vital questions as how to identi- 
fy exactly who threatens your free- 
dom, when to occupy your retreat 
and how to fight the government 
when it goes hard-core against you. 
5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, photos, 120 
pp. $15.00 





ADVANCEO FUGITIVE 
Running, Hiding, Surviving, 
and Thriving Forever 
Kenn Abaygo 
In this companion to Fugitive: 
How to Run, Hide, and Survive, 
you'll learn the advanced evasion 
techniques successful fugiitives 
have used to get gone and stay 
gone for long periods of time — per- 
haps forever - and you'll benefit 
from their experience and their mis- 
takes. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, 
photos, illus., 144 pp. $15.00 
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$40.00 





THE WHOLE SPY CATALOG 
by Lee Lapin 
The Whole Spy Catalog shows you 
exactly how to hire an ex-KGB agent, 
order a photo of anyplace on earth 
anytime during the last 20 years, get 
an instant background check on 
anyone, open a door from 100 feet 
away, subscribe to an in-house FBI 
newsletter, order and install the lat- 
est electronic surveillance gear and 
many more tricks to trace, track, sur- 
veil and investigate anyone or any- 
thing. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, photos, 
illus., 448 pp. $44.95 





TRE ULTIMATE SNIPER 

An Advanced Training Manual 

for Military and Police Snipers 
by Maj. John L. Plaster, USAR (Ret) 
This highly readable and extremely 
valuable training book covers the 
practical, field-tested details of snip- 
ing's three great skill areas — marks- 
manship, fieidcraft and tactics. Rifles, 
scopes, ballistics, target detection, 
stalking, hides, cammo, countersnip- 
ing, special ops, police vs. military 
and much more. 8 1/2 x 11, softcov- 
ef, photos, illus. 464 pp. $39.95 





ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS 
ON WEAPONRY, MIL!- 
TARY SCIENCE, SELF- 
DEFENSE, PERSONAL 

FREEDOM AND RELATED 

SUBJECTS. 
SEND A SOPY OF THE 
MANUSCRIPT TO: 


PALADIN PRESS 
P.O, BOX 1307 
BOULDER, CO 80306 


DR E-MAIL US AT 
oct com 





P.0. BOX 1307-8JS - BOULDER, CO 80306 - PHONE 303-443-7250 - FAX 303-442-8741 » E-MAIL SERVICE@PALADIN-PRESS.COM 
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SPECIAL FORCES CLOSE- 
QUARTER COMBAT MANUAL 
This is the actual manual used by 
SF soldiers to train the ATF 
assault force that conducted the 
tragic raid in Waco, Texas. Now 
you can know how federal troops 
go about fhe business of “law 
enforcement” with full military 
intent and force. A provocative 
foreword by reporter Jim Pate 
probes the ominously changing 
role of an increasingly heavy- 
handed ATF. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, 
photos, illus..184 pp. $25.00 





KNIGHTS DF DARKNESS 
Secrets of the World's 
Deadliest Night Fighters 
by Dr. Haha Lung 
This shocking manual reveals fasci- 
nating secrets about the steaith and 
cunning techniques of the moshuh 
nanren, wolfshirts, ninjas, hwarang, 
Spetsnaz, Vietcong, Navy SEALs and 
other night fighters. it includes 
weapons concealment and usage, 
perimeter penetration, stalking, sen- 
try removal, security systems and 
much more. For academic study 
only. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, illus., 
160 pp. $14.00 


THE NEW WORLD OF RUSSIAN SMALL ARMS AND AMMO 
by Charles Cutshaw 


When Russian small arms come to mind, one usually thinks of the ubiquitous AK-47 or one of its successors. These have been the mainstay of Soviet and Russian 
small arms since 1949. However, if one’s interest went beyond the AK-style assault rifles, the SKS carbine or the Makarov pistol, little other information was known in 
the West. With the fall of the Soviet Union, all that changed, and it became apparent that the Russians had developed, and in some case fielded, some of the most inno- 
vative small arms and ammo in history. Paladin is pleased to bring you detailed descriptions, specifications and drawings of Russia’s cutting-edge weapons systems, 
including underwater weapons; weapons that use silent ammo; unknown families of SMGs, pistols and revoivers, tactical shotguns and grenade launchers of truly 
advanced design and revolutionary new assault rifles, including the heir apparent to the AK-47, the AN-94. And since a firearm without ammo is nothing more than an 
expensive club, the author brings you a comprehensive chapter on new Russian ammo that includes information that previously has been available only to a select 
cadre of defense and military analysts. 8 1/2 x 11, hardcover, illus. 160 pp. 
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NEW 1.D. IN AMERICA 
by Anonymous 
Want one more chance at life with 
a “clean slate"? Trade in your old 
identity for a new start. Here is a 
step-by-step guide to creating a 
totally new you — with a birth cer- 
tificate, passport, driver's license, 
Social Security number ~ all you 
need for breaking with your past. 5 
1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, ilius., 120 
pp. $17.00 


SHOOTING FOR KEEPS 
Point Shooting for 
Close-Quarter Combat 
with Cal. Rex Applegate 
In real gunfights, the other guy 
shoots back. In this all-new Paladin 
production, you'll learn how point 
shooting can enable you to survive 
a real deadly encounter and why it 
should be the foundation of all 
combat shooting technique. If you 
own a handgun, you can’t afford to 
be without this video. Color, approx. 
60 min., VHS only. $34.95 


FUGITIVE 
How to Run, Hide, and Survive 
by Kenn Abayge 
If you're serious about going on the 
lam, this book may just save your 
life. Learn to build an evasion shelter, 
erect path guards, lose a pack of 
tracking dogs, entr the “Network” of 
people willing to assist evaders, 
apply natura! camouflage and utilize 
primitive first aid skills. This unique 
manual exposas you to possibilities 
you never even considered. 5 1/2 x 
8 1/2, softcover, 96 pp. $12.00 
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SILENCER HISTORY AND 
PERFORMANCE, VOL. 1 
Sporting and Tactical Silencers 
by Alan 6. Pautson 
This is the most significant book on 
firearm silencers in years. Find out 
the story behind and incredible 
capabilities of modem silencers 
used by elite military units and 
secretive goverment agencies, 
Author Alan Paulson has been called 
“the dean of the American silencer 
experts today,” 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, 
photes, illus., 424 pp. $50.00 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING 

ON ANYBODY 

by Lee Lapin 
Get the goods on others with this 
encyclopedia of advanced inves- 
tigative and surveillance techniques. 
Here are expert ways to secretly bug 
any target! Info on lock-pick tech- 
nology, how polygraphs and voice lie 
detectors can be tricked and much 
more, including more than 100 
sources for spy equipment, 8 1/2 x 
11, softcover, illus., 272 pp. $30.00 


THE TRUTH ABOUT HANDGUNS 
Exploding the Myths, Hype, 
and Misinformation 
by Duane Thomas 
Every gun enthusiast will enjoy 
reading this lively {ook at the myths 
about the Colt .45; the hype 
surrounding handgun stopping 
power; the truth about Alvin York's 
incredible World War ! firefight; the 
answers to the questions “Are 
revolvers dead?” and “How good is 
the .40 Smith & Wesson car- 
tridge?”; and much more. 5 1/2 x 8 
1/2, softcover, 136 pp. $14.00 


ADVANCED ULTIMATE SNIPER 
State-of-the-Art Tactics, 
Techniques, and Equipment for 
Military and Police Snipers 
with Maj. John L. Plaster, 
USAR (Ret) 

This long-awaited sequel to The 
Ultimate Sniper reveals the cut- 
ting edge in sniping tactics and 
technology, including night snip- 
ing, Suppressed sniper weapons, 
.50-caliber rifles, winter sniper 
warfare and advanced sniper field- 
craft. Color, approx. 120 min., VHS 
only. $59.95 


TESTING THE WAR WEAPONS 
Rifies and Light Machine Guns 
from Around the World 
by Timothy J. Mullin 
This encyclopedia of war weapons 
contains all the critical details about 
more than 150 of the world's best, 
worst, most effective and most sur- 
prising rifles, sniper rifles and LMGs 
of the 20th century. The author was 
an infantry officer in.the army, so he 
knows what to look for in a combat 
rifle ~- and so will you after you read 
this classic reference. 8 1/2 x 11, 
softcover, photos, 432 pp. $40.00 


$39.95 





DON’T GET MAD—GET EVEN 
The Fine Art of 
Revengemanship 
by Jane Inder and Hilary Eyre 
Stop being mad as hell. Start striking 
back! An outrageous compilation of 
nasty payback techniques, devilishly 
devious tricks and fiendishly clever 
plots, schemes, pranks and stunts, 
this master tome of revengemanship 
arms you with the skills you need to 
tum the game of getting even into 
an art form. For entertainment pur- 
poses only. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, hardcov- 
er, 256 pp. $22.95 





THE INVISIBLE ADVANTAGE 

A Step-by-Step Guide to Making 

Ghillie Suits and Custom 

Camouflage Accessories 

with Tom Forbes 

For professionals who need the uiti- 
mate in camouffage, there is only one 
choice: the ghillie suit. In this unique 
video, expert ghillie suit craftsman 
Tom Forbes teaches you how to make 
four different types of ghillie suit and 
a variety of camouflage accessories 
for a fraction of the cost of expensive 
commercial versions, Color, approx. 
60 min., VHS only. $29.95 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-392-2400, USA AND CANADA 
CALL 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. SEND $2.00 FOR AN 80-PAGE CATALOG OF OVER 750 TITLES SPE WITH ay 





Pawnbroker’s Handbook: 


How to Get Rich Buying and 
Selling Guns, Gold, and Other Good Stuff ...... 
Survival: A Manual That Could Save Your Life . 
Special Forces Guerrilla Warfare Manual . 


How to Beat the Credit Bireali 


SOG: The Secret Wars of America’s 


Commandos in Vietnam ...............6+,. -925.00 
Survivalist’s Medicine Chest ...........-0..000- $12.00 


(UnjArmed and Dangerous: Empty Hand Tactics 


Against the Armed Attacker Vol. 1 (video) ...... $29.95 
Secrets of a Master Gunfighter (video) ........ 7 
The Art and Science of Money Laundering ... 
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The 20mm Hotbox 


It’s a heater, smoker, barbecue, cookstove and oven. It’s self- 
contained and weighs only about 30 pounds. It all fits neatly into a 
regular GI 20mm ammo can. In fact it is a GI 20mm ammo can, spe- 
cially made up to 20mm Hot Box Inc. specs, that contains two legs, 
two grills, stove pipe, damper, spark arrestor, rain cap, door, draft 
assembly and lid. It goes together without nuts, bolts, washers or 
screws in about 60 seconds. All the parts store in the can, which has 
a clean, attractive, high-temperature finish. The movable grills 
allow for efficient barbecuing or smoking, in addition to its efficient 
role as a cook or heating stove. Bear in mind two important things: 
It all stores in one efficient box, and it really works! 








Px X ee cath " a a p | 
(left) 20mm Hot Box sets up as a stove or a smoker. Went back 
together in minutes (right) for clean and tidy storage. 


We tried it out at the first SOF barbecue of the season (note the 
snow on the ground) and it worked just fine in that role. Since then 
it’s been used on various forays in other functions, and it performs 
flawlessly. It gets borrowed a lot. We recommend you get one 
(they’re very reasonable) and not tell anybody you have it or yours 
will get borrowed a lot, too. Keep one behind the wheel well of your 
pickup (it’s only 18x14x8”): you never know when you may have 
to barbecue some roadkill. 

20mm Hot Box Inc., Dept. SOF, 16399 S. Golden Rd. Unit A, 
Golden CO 80401; phone 888-226-7866; or check out their website 
at www.20mmhotbox.com. 
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Not Just For Light Bulbs Anymore 


Lead has been used for bullets since the earliest days of hand- 
held firearms, as its density makes it a good medium for carrying 
kinetic energy from the gun to the target, and it is readily formed 
into appropriate shapes. Unfortunately, it is poisonous. Various 
other media have found limited use in this field, such as bismuth or 
iron for shot, depleted uranium for military applications, etc. 

Tungsten, the hard, refractory and dense metal used in tung- 
sten penetrators for G] tank rounds, is now available in powdered 
form from Corbin Manufacturing (the folks who have been at the 
leading edge of bullet swaging for decades). Tungsten is a pre- 
mier bullet material because it is essentially non-toxic, and it is 
1.7 times denser than lead. The higher density of tungsten means 
one can make a heavier bullet in a smaller envelope — such as a 
150-grain .243, or a shorter pistol bullet that allows more room 
for powder in the case. 

Since you won’t be melting tungsten in a benchtop scenario (it 
is the metal in light-bulb filaments, after all), Corbin supplies it 
99.9% pure in 30-micron powder, suitable for swaging purposes. As 
it happens, Corbin also supplies the leading line of swaging press- 
es, tools, dies and supplies, and they have issued a technical paper 
discussing the use of tungsten in swaged bullets which they will 
send you for $1 postage and handling. Contact Dave Corbin, Corbin 
Manufacturing, Dept. SOF, Box 2659, White City, OR 97503; phone: 
541-826-5211; fax: 541-826-8669; e-mail: corbin@corbins.com and 
info may be viewed or downloaded from their web site at 
http://www.corbins.com. 





Boots Made For Walking 


Danner Boot Company — which needs no introduction to SOF 
readers — is one of the few companies who take into account the dif- 
fering lasts required for a proper fit in women’s duty footwear. No 
longer do women in uniform have to make to with ill-fitting smaller 
men’s sizes. Shown here is the 6-inch tall Patrol that features a 
leather and Cordura upper, a midsole of 3.3mm soft rubber and 
6.4mm EVA for comfort — and an outsole of rugged, non-marking 
Vibram. A Gore-Tex bootie makes the Patrol 100% waterproof. It’s 
available in women’s medium width in sizes 5-10 (also in men’s 
sizes D 7-15, EE 6-13). Women’s sizes are also available in these 
| 


I 
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styles: Fort Lewis 600 Gram Insulated safe- 
ty Toe, Fort Lewis Uninsulated, Fort Lewis 
200 Gram Insulated and their Olympic 200 
Gram Insulated. Duty is the operative word 
here, and, of course, Danner is the name. . : E 
Contact Danner Boot Co., Dept. SOF, ie ene > ee 
700 S.W. Taylor #400, Portland, OR 97205; Bae Cara Oe bao 
phone: 503-279-4000; fax: 503-279-4066 


: (| es@iagom oe 
and check out their web site at www.dan- ah = = 3 e camouflage ¢ Knives 


Secure site 
Order with Confidence! 


a. oe * camping gear ¢ boots 
re el i e dog tags ¢ GPS’s 
Titanium Nitride || ¢ closeouts ° tents 


AR Parts | U. S. CAVALRY’S ON-LINE CATALOG 


DPMS, known for a very complete and 
ever-expanding line of parts and acces- 
sories for the Gl-style AR rifles is now | 
making titanium nitride-coated AR parts. 
The TiN coating is very hard and tends to 
be self-lubricating, making it an excellent 
treatment for parts that move against each 
other, such as hammer/trigger, trigger/dis- 
connector, bolt/barrel extension. Not only 
are parts subject to less wear, they are less Wess - 
attractive to fouling and debris, therefore, | |} - oe Ee 





VECTAN® erica, 





easier to clean. 


You may be familiar with the TiN coat- 
ing on machine tools, or for other gun 
assemblies under various proprietary 
names. Adding it to internal parts subject to 
wear and abrasion is a smart move. 

Contact Defense Procurement Manu- | 
facturing Services Inc., Dept. SOF, 13983 
Industry Ave., Becker, MN 55308; phone: 


Now that ADCO is bringing in SP-2 Powder from 
612-261-5600; fax: 612-261-5599; e-mail: NobelSport, you too will be able to try what’s sure 
dpmsinc@aol.com; or check out their web to become the NEW STANDARD. 


site at www.dpmsinc.com. 

SP-2 is known for low pressures and high 

velocities. AND SP-2 BURNS CLEAN. How clean? 

You'll probably double or even triple the life of 

your gun parts when you use SP-2. You'll also 
enjoy the very competitive prices! 

Channel that covers the war in Southeast 


Asia from a soldiers’ perspective. Vietnam ADCO i IS offering a full line of VECTAN Powders 
vets will not want to miss this one. by NobelSport. Try them. You'll get used to it. 


Vietnam: The Soldier’s Story covers — 
through a GI’s eyes and through interviews 


with veterans — six facets of the war, such a a 
; “ADCO;.. always setting new standards in the fir dustry. 
as the battle of Ia Drang and Khe Sanh, at oe ee gua ani 


secret wars in Cambodia and Laos, the air ADCO SALES INC. , ADCO 
war, and so on. Archival footage from the 4 Draper Street, Woburn, MA 01801 
Pentagon and recently released North- (781)935-1799 FAX:(781)935-1011 


Vietnamese film are skillfully woven with | “OBe4 www.adcosales.com NosBeELSPORT’ 


interviews of vets who are now may be 
street sweepers or senators, but who all 
share a bond of Vietnam War experience. 
Recommended. ®& 


Vietnam: 
The Soldier's Story 


Premiering on Sunday, 11 October, is a 
six-part mini-series on The Learning 


— en 


NobelSport is a trademark of NobelSport, Inc. Marketed in North America by ADCO Sales Inc. 
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| CHINA 
High tech communists: Government acquires at least 46, and possibly 
100, U.S.-built supercomputers — many for military use — after 
Clinton signs order to end controls of export of such machines. China 
"| now has more U.S.-built supercomputers than entire U.S. Department 
ys) of Defense. Such computers are known to break codes and design 
} weapons. Clinton administration says sales pose no security problem, 
Since China obtains similar computers from France. ® Unidentified 
‘| signal: U.S. and allies try to identify mysterious signal coming from 
Mainland China, says Journal of Electronic Defense. Signal is in J Band, 
| is thought to be a fire control radar, and has 32 levels of Stagger (com- 
pared to 4 levels of stagger in current fire controls. Signal difficult for 
intelligence aircraft to capture. @ Clinton hints China might get perma- 
W nent Most Favored Nation trade status if it accepts U.S. demand that 
China enter World Trade Organization as major economy, rather than a 
“developing” economy. @ Chinese Pres. Jiang says he wants global 
nuclear disarmament; promises no more nuclear tests. 





























UNITED STATES 
Busy military times: Peacekeeping mission, humanitarian missions, 
military emergencies and natural disasters have military three times 
busier in 1998 than in 1989, reports Associated Press. @ Shrinking 
military force: Pentagon reports military strength declined 4,173 
from April to May 1998, and by 33,472 from May °97 to May ‘98. 
Decline due to downsizing force and to skilled service members leav- 
ing military for higher paying civilian jobs. ¢ Carrier retires: Carrier 
Independence leaves Japan in July for last time. Carrier to be decom- }, 
missioned. @ U.S. Army re-opens criminal investigation into case of 
Major General David Hale, accused of pressuring wives of four subor- fr, 
dinate offers to have sex with him. (Hale arranged to retire honorably 
when charges first appeared. Original investigation found affairs to be 
consensual.) @ Anti-war activist Page Penk arrested for setting fire to 
B-52 stored in Colorado aviation museum. Fire causes $1/2 million in | 
damage. ® Clinton vetoes Iran Missile Proliferation Act, saying con- 
gress did not provide enough flexibility for him to negotiate new rela- 
tionship with Tehran. Law would impose new sanctions on Russian 
cormiparies, which had been Selling tachnology to Iran. 




































































' CUBA 
5 es : aeilet p . | Clinton Administration “reluctantly” allows Cuban airlin- | 
| HSE anet UNIT nes an come L | ers to fly over most of U.S. en route to Canada. ° Cuba 
startling reversal, U.N warns refugees in Ey becomes observer to Lome Convention ) which links 71 
| Namibia not to return to Angola because of African, Caribbean and Asian nations to the EU for trade), 
the fighting there. Attacks and ambushes on ( but was warned it would not attain full membership with- 
| highways, by farmer rebels, continue. “| out progress toward human rights and economic reform. | 


} UNITA troops seize Kamachilo in heavy | 
fighting with government troops. UNITA 
} troops seize control of Malengue District. | 
Government and UNITA troops fought for 

control of Kikulunga and Banga. 













| Counter-attack on SPLA: Government counter-attack recaptures 
Sheleloub and Yarmouk (in Kassala State, near Ethiopian border) from 
SPLA. Counter-attack was part of drive on Karmuk, which SPLA has held 
for two years. Sudan says Eritrean troops (rebels based in Eritrea) had 
attacked seven border positions. Missairiyah tribe rejected offer of cease- 
1 fire with SPLA. In Kordofan, SPLA rebels raid town of Kadogle , stealing 
1 365 cattle from Al Rawawgah tribe. ¢ Sudan says new constitution 
(which allows political parties) was approved by 9 6.7% of voters. 













. SIERRA LEONE 

Region in ruin: Heavy fighting in east leaves diamond mining 
region in ruins. Nigerian officers of ECOMOG peacekeeping 
force select 5,000 Sierra Leoneans to form core of new Army. 
Nigeria and Gambia send more troops to Sierra Leone. U.N. 
warns of impending food shortage; prepares to send home 
5,000 Leonean refugees from Guinea. 

























IRELAND 
Catholic Church Fires: New Northern Ireland Assembly opens in July. ¢ 
Ten Catholic churches set on fire by extremist Protestant groups; three 
burn to ground. Two Protestant churches set on fire next day. ¢ Orange 
Order protests when blocked by Parades Commission from marching 
through Portadown. Confrontation continues for week as troops fire rub- 
ber bullets into Protestant crowds and rioters set cars on fire. 


Hundreds killed: Government says 115 security per- 
sonnel and 263 rebels killed in June. Troops destroy 


rebel bases at Kokkadicholai, Thikodai, and Santhi- 

malai. Government orders local politicians to turn in § 

weapons issued for self- defense. Rebels say they | 
| repulsed government attacks on Mankulam. 





UGANDA 
Heavy fighting: Army troops report heavy 
fighting in west, with the ADF rebels based in 
Democratic Congo. In response, Ugandan 
Army sets up tactical headquarters inside 
Democratic Congo and operates counter-guer- 
| rilla troops there. Seventy-four Ugandans killed 
when Kenyan tribesmen raid cattle herds in 
Uganda. ADF rebels set off two bombs in 


RUSSIA 
Dog days in Moscow: Military inspectors find 2 


million pounds of canned dog food at ware- 
house near Moscow, which was being fed to 
troops to save money. Head of military food ser- 
vice resigns abruptly upon further inspection. 


| Kampala, killing one man, injuring two. @ | 


| Rebels of the Lord’s Resistance Army demand 


northern Uganda become independent country | 
under LRA control. LRA leader Knony pulls | 


back into Sudan to organizes forces. 


COLOMBIA | aaa 
Buses burn: Rebels continue campaign to disrupt ” 
elections, burning 38 buses on day of polls. 

Conservative Party challenger Andres Pastrana wins | 
election as president. U.S. says its ready to “turn 


| over a new page” when Pastrana takes office in 1S t 1 7" l : ( ‘Sn 


August. Pastrana plans to negotiate with rebels. | 
Right-wing paramilitary groups promise not to || 


Mi pressure and agrees to employ herbicide Tebuthi- 
| uron against drug crops, although even its U.S. 
manufacturer has advised it is too dangerous to use. 








Dr §§ 7 Fe oe ar 


? MEXICO 
Government condemned: Amnesty International's annual report condemns government 
human rights violations. Human rights workers accuse Mexican Army of summarily exe- 
cuting rebel prisoners at El Charco. @ U.S. infuriates Mexican lawmakers by saying it was 
closely monitoring events in Chiapas and pressing them to find solution. ¢ U.S. border con- |} 





trol campaign forces illegal immigrants into less hospitable terrain where many are dying, 
forcing U.S. to institute search and rescue operation. @ U.S. Drug Czar McCaffrey says less 
cocaine carming through Mexico as better law enforcement forces it through Caribbean. 


NORTH KOREA 
Food shortage and nukes: U.N. calls for world to accelerate food delivers to North 
Korea, which admits suffering from food shortages. South Korean firm Hyundai 


agrees to build free export zone in North Korea with surplus equipment. ¢ Clinton 
administration vows to end North Koreas nuclear program as U.S. scrambles to 
find money to pay for more than half of this year’s heavy fuel oil “donations.” 
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Troops loyal to 7aliban and Massoud clashed in the 
Tagab Valley, north of Kabul. Taliban said the 
| Alliance was accepting arms and supplies from 
Israel. Taliban said West is manipulating “women’s 
issues” in effost to overthrow government. @ United | name 
Nations says weapons still flowing into Afghanistan | 
despite embargo. Three rockets hit Kabul Airport. 





Massacre investigation: Islamist 
insurgency continues. UNSG Annan 
sends special panel to Algeria to look 
into massacres. Algeria says team 
could visit scenes of massacres, but 
not meet with outlaw groups. © Riots 
break out in Berber-speaking eastern 
regions over new law declaring 
Arabic the only official language. 





= 


AFGHANISTAN 















LEBANON 
Guerrilla | wars: Skirmishes between 
Lebanese guerrillas (Ama/ and Hezbollah) 
and the, Israelis (and their SLA allies) contin- 


se] ues. Israeli planes bombed targets in 


Lebanon. Lebanon says it could reach peace 
and withdrawal agreement with Israel in three 
months if it resumes talks with Syria and }f 
Lebanon at point they left off. e U.S. drops 
travel restrictions to Lebanon. @ Israel trades 
60 captured Lebanese guerrillas and bodies 
of 40 others killed in action for the body of 
Israeli naval commando Sergeant Itamar Ilya, 
killed in the beach raid last September. Arab!} 
league demands Israe! pay cash to each pris-| | 
oner; Israel refuses. | 


World Sitrep is compiled in part from the biweekly 
newsletter For Your Eyes Only: An Open Intelligence 
Summary of Current Military Affairs. Published by 
Tiger Publications (P.O. Box 8759, Dept. SOF, 


Amarillo, Texas 79114-8759): subscriptions are $70 
"per year (26 issues), $74.38 in Texas. Sample issue 
available for $3. Those interested in world intel are 
encouraged to subscribe. 
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Algore, The Individualist Clinton Vs. Children 


Remember that Gun Free Zones Act Clinton proudly 
signed in 1996? Remember how popular it was? Who could 
argue with a law that makes it a felony to pass within 1,000 feet of 
any school in the country while carrying a firearm? 
Clinton and his army of gun reformers must love chil- 
dren, right? 

Let’s think about that. 

School-yard shootings have become common only since 
passage of that law. No evidence suggests this law created the 
unfortunate phenomenon of playground mass murder. 
However, due to passage of the Gun Free Zones Act, children 

on a playground can be almost assured no responsible, law- 
abiding citizens with guns are nearby to help them should some 
maniacal schoolmate show up with a machine gun and start 
spraying bullets. 
So the Gun Free Zones Act, like all other anti-gun legisla- 
tion, takes its greatest toll on one of the weakest, more 
defenseless factions of society — children. Teachers, prin- 
cipals and bus drivers will abide by the law; possessed 
psycho-killers won’t. 


Algore, on basketball: “I tell you, that 
Michael Jackson is unbelievable, isn’t he? ... 
Three plays in 20 seconds.” Hmmm ... Is 
it just that they share the same first 
name? 

In the words of Sen. Orrin Hatch, R- 
Utah: “Anyone who calls Michael 
Jordan ‘Michael Jackson,’ is doing a 
lot worse than misspelling potato.” 

We disagree. It’s really not much 
of a stretch. Think about it. To be 
more like Michael Jackson, Jordan 
need only: (1) change his career, (2) 
mysteriously lose half his nose while his 
skin fades (3) babysit young boys, (4) sleep 
in an oxygen tent, and (5) keep giraffes out 
back. 

Yes, indeed, it makes sense how 
Algore could confuse these two icons 
of American pop culture. With folks 

















Ti 


like Algore out there — so sensitive Ny : > —— Pity And now, a recent letter from John Magaw, director of 
and appreciative of individual MICHAEL JORDAN | the Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms, points out 
nuances — it’s little wonder Dennis another serious flaw in the Gun Free Zones Act. Magaw wrote to a 
Rodman paints his hair. U.S. Senator, telling him if a home school is considered a school by 
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Do not let this happen to YOU !!! 
You mustn't get caught— 


NEW FOR 98 


“Naked, Stripped Of All That | Had! Totally 





Vulnerable Everything Was Hanging Out 


I had over 300 street-fights in 20 years. After seeing 15 minutes of his Lethal System 
I realized how stupid I was in the past and how close I came to death. I felt naked! 


fighting plus Judo, Karate and Kung-Fu have. 

failed to show you the truth. Let me tell you 
buddy, when you have a little age on your butt and there 
are four Gang-Bangers shoving you around and making 
rude gestures at your wife, you want to act. Look, I didn’t 
care about getting pushed but if they touched my wife I 
was in the game. Only this is no game. There’s four 
scumbags with weapons moving all around me. I can 
take one out with a kick. But by the time my foot comes 
down, two of them will stab me in the back. If I body- 
tackle the biggest and grapple him down to choke him 
out, the other 3 will just kick my head off. Or the guy 
with the gun will shoot my knee-cap off and I will be 
helpless as they rape my wife. 

Wake Up! Street-Fighting Skills 

Aren’t Enough!!! 

You better wake up out there, this is the real world. 
Not even my street-fighting told me how to handle this. I 
was lucky they weren’t out for blood. They just wanted 
to intimidate me. J was damn angry. Not at what hap- 
pened. Hell, my ego wasn’t the deal. Staying alive was! I 
just realized that I spent $5,000-7,000 hard-earned dollars 
(not to mention the years) to learn what only works in a 
ring or a cage with referees and men that think they can 
street-fight. Yeah, they pick up a chair or use a broken 
bottle or knife but they never really know what they’re 
doing. Look, let’s just stop here, if you’ve read this far 
you're probably one Tough SOB like me, if you’re not, 
stop reading this information. It’s not for the weak-willed 
who have to get drunk to get up the guts to have a slap 
fight. It’s for you real men that want to know the TRUTH 
about lethal fighting skills. I knew that after 5 minutes of 
watching Jerry Peterson’s lethal SCARS® system he was 
nothing short of revolutionary. He’ ll change your mind 
about power and fear. I don’t know if you believe in a 
God but Jerry must be talking to him. There’s just no 
other answer to how he solves complex fighting prob- 
lems. Jerry says, “It’s in the math but it doesn’t hurt to 
have God on your side.” Don’t make the mistake I did in 
93, the first time I read about this system, “Thinking 
how could it be true?” 


This Guy Is “Nothing But Hype” 
Wrong, the documentation is there. The government 
backs it up. He’s taught, developed and standardized 
combat schools for the SEALS and other Special 
Operations Forces not just in the US but also with NATO 
groups. 
Ask Yourself, “Can I Handle The Truth?” 
If You Can, Then Here Is Real Credibility. 
Jerry Peterson’s SCARS was demonstrated on a 
secure military base, in true combat fashion, to no less 
than the US Secretary of Defense, the leading 4 Star 
General, plus the Secretary of the Navy and powerful 
Congressional Leaders. They all watched in total amaze- 
ment as the SEAL’s executed fighting skills never before 
seen, absolutely flawless on every combat action they 
took using guns, knives, full gear, single and multi-fight- 
ing and most impressively their bare hands. SCARS 


Yi feel that naked, when after 20 years of street- 
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never failed them and it will never fail YOU!!! 
If That Doesn’t 
~ Blow Your Mind This Will 

You can bet your life on this man’s credibility, 
30,000 other professional men have. You can’t waste one 
more day learning a sport system that has counters to 
every move. With SCARS you’re undefeatable! Look, 
do you think Jerry could have achieved his renown credi- 
bility if the secret SCARS science of lethal combat could 
be countered. Absolutely not! The fact is, Jerry Peterson 
is the one civilian in the history of the USA to have 
accomplished such professional credibility. I challenge 
you to find one individual that has ever gotten their fight- 
ing system to be reviewed by such powerful leaders at 
the same time. Of course; to make it more unfair, also get 
the official stamp of approval for implementing their sys- 
tem as required training for the US military. Want to 
check this out? Here is just one of the official course 
numbers K-431-0096, check it out with the Navy. I did, 
boy was I impressed when they gave me the list of what 
this guy has done. It only took me six months. Damned 
bureaucratic red tape! 

Want More Credibility? 

Jerry Peterson’s SCARS project is the only system 

ever to pass all the combat requirements of the United - 


States Defense Department. Then to go one better he 


raised that standard and personally trained the elite Navy 
SEALS, some made it, some didn’t. But those that did 
today hold the coveted SCARS/CFC qualification of sub- 
ject matter experts in the field of hand-to-hand and hand- 
to-weapon combat. By the way, this qualification 
becomes part of their official military records. In fact, 
there would be no experts if Jerry Peterson did not 
license the SCARS-Combat Fighting Course to the 
Navy. Are you getting the picture? Don’t wait as I did. 
Don’t be fooled by the follower’s... 

You Know The ‘Little Men’ 

Ever since 1993, self-proclaimed military ‘gurus’ 
and some street-fighters have been following Jerry mak- 
ing clever claims, if you read between the lines there’s 
nothing but ambiguous claims and self-given titles. Have 
you noticed nobody produces any official paperwork? 
Hey, just ask those ‘little men’ that talk big about what 
they’ve actually done. Yep, he can talk the talk. Hell, he 
should, he’s listened to real combat soldiers stories for 
years, but he just never quite got there himself. Hey 
Lew? Truth is a bitch! Frank how was that war in 
Panama, waiting at the air strip is really scary. Oh! Glad 
to see TRS is back with the fighter-of-the-month club. 
Hey, what happened to the other 5 or so “one-of-a-kind” 
“never can be beaten” fighters who all had similar 
stories? OOPS! | 

Jerry Peterson Is Absolutely For Real 

This is what you’ll find out. Don’t wait. Let go of the 
past and learn the science of Lethal Combat. This is the 
first and only original Navy SEAL System. YOUR LIFE 
WILL DEPEND ON IT! Sorry, I’m jumping ahead let 
me explain why the martial arts can’t and won’t get the 
official documentation. First the system has to be univer- 


sal to all men. This means that 100 men go in. One-hun- — | 


dred men come out 100% efficient in all aspects of CQB 
(close quarters battle). To prove that the government must 


test, and test SCARS they did, for over five years in real 
field conditions, on all terrains, including water with real 
weapons and in real conflicts. I’m not going to get into all 
the government testing, that will take forever. Plus there 
are some we can’t talk about. But in all those years 
SCARS never failed EVER!! And that's why it’s still the 
standard. 
In Fact SCARS Set “New Standards”... 
for hand to hand, knife fighting, rifle combat, and 
much more. SCARS is also taking the Law Enforcement 
community by storm. The summer Olympics Special 
Security team was required to take our IQS-1 Series just: 
to qualify to get on the team and YOU can have that same 
knowledge and training. This is your once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to become undefeatable (with or without a 
weapon) with the SCARS Professional Fighting System. 
Why? 
Because Your Life Is Worth Saving 
SCARS will not fail you. That’s why the US Navy 
SEALs, government agents and law enforcement agencies 
throughout the world are using this easily learned, but 
lethal, system to save lives. You will know it works after 
seeing Jerry’s powerful unbelievably easy to learn video 
tapes. Look, you’ ll receive more knowledge in one hour 
from Jerry Peterson’s videos on fighting than two decades 
of so-called ‘Secret’ Martial Arts. Thanks to Jerry’s revo- 
lutionary training method of Gestalt, it won’t take you 
years, months, weeks, or days, in just a few shert hours of 
watching you will easily handle any bad guy that comes 
your way!!! I can’t tell you the ‘god-like’ power you get 
from the truth of this system! 
I’m Telling You SCARS Is So Easy And So 
Devastating, It’s “Emb 
You will resist at first. You will say bullsh-t! Then you 
start recalling your real fights on the street. Punches and 
kicks you have done. You try what-if-ing everything he 
says. Why? Because he is stripping you of the lies you 
based your manhood on, he is telling you and showing the 
cold logic of the fight, npping apart the lie of defensive 
action and replacing it with brutal science of combat. Be 
prepared, it’s brutal. The foundation of SCARS is solely 
mathematical, it follows that the results are absolute, and 
not emotionally motivated. To a layman it will seem to be 
quite brutal. However this is pure science of human move- 
ment for the purpose of protecting your life. Since it is 
science, every move in every lesson seamlessly adapts to 
all modern and ancient weapons. You never waste time 
learning useless punching and kicking or grappling moves 
that DON’T work with weapons. With Jerry’s system you 
can take the weapon out and you’re still a lethal fighter. 
SEALS using SCARS have never been beaten. Now is a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to get Jerry’s— 
Free Special Report To Receive The Same 
Knowledge As The Most Feared Men On 
Earth Navy SEALS! Just Call 


1-800-827-1239 


24-hours for a Free recorded message to get your Free 

report. International, call 602-437-3143 

Check our New Website out at www.scars.com and find 

out how to become a Member to get free weekly lessons. 
Copyright 1998 Direct Action Corporation 
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state law, “the possession of a firearm on the grounds of such schools 
or within 1,000 feet of school grounds would violate the law.” 

So, in essence, the law turns out to be yet another Clinton attack 
on homes of parents who choose to educate their own children. Like 
most Clinton legislation, it’s anti-family, anti-child, anti-individual 
and pro-state. 

And, says Gun Owners of California, the law is not only a con- 
cern to home schoolers and public school children who fear for their 
safety. Based on the ATF interpretation of the law, the group says, 
gun owners traveling in automobiles not only have to know where 
every public and private school is located, but also every home 
school, as well. 

“The Gun Free Zones law is yet another square in the patchwork 
quilt of gun laws, forcing gun owners who want to lawfully carry a 
self-defense firearm to pass through a maze just to drive across 
town,” states a policy paper by Gun Owners of California. 





The Military’s Greatest Threat 


When the years of Bill Clinton and Co. finally make our military 
a third-rate power, it won’t be for lack of funding — and it won’t be 
the result of too many “peacekeeping missions” that spread our 
forces thin. 

Rather, it will be the slow, unnoticed fermentation of subtle 
changes — policy shifts that reflect a lowering of standards. 

As commander-in-chief, Clinton has eroded military morale and 


justice with every adulterous affair he’s committed against his wife, . 


first lady Hillary Clinton. 

Predictably, sexual affairs of the commander-in-chief have 
placed military justice in such a precarious dilemma that Secretary 
of Defense William Cohen will soon decide whether to throw the 
baby out with the bath water. 

A committee appointed by Cohen released drafted changes in July 
to the Manual for Courts Martial that would downgrade the crime of 
adultery in the military’s justice system. A delighted New York Times 


TO ORDER: 
307-344-6564 


P.O. Box 552 ¢ Gardiner, MT 59030 
VISA AND MASTERCARD ACCEPTED 


SMALL TACTICAL BAG 
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DOUBLE RIFLE CASE 
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called the recommendations “a recognition that, in at least some ways, 
the military world should not really be so different from the civilian.” 

Officers could stijl face dismissal if convicted by a court-martial, 
but new rules would urge commanders to file charges only when the 
adultery has disrupted the morale or smooth functioning of a mili- 
tary unit. Never mind any harm to innocent wives and children, 
who’s everyday lives revolve entirely around what decisions the 
military makes for husbands and fathers. 

For enlisted personnel, the maximum punishment for a convic- 
tion of adultery would be reduced to a bad conduct discharge, 
instead of the more serious dishonorable discharge, which revokes 
all benefits. 

In effect, the proposed changes would be more or less like 
reducing adultery from a felony to a misdemeanor in the mili- 
tary’s docket of misconduct. 

To take effect, the proposed changes must first undergo the rig- 
orous scrutiny of Bill Clinton — the world’s most renowned adul- 


MODULAR TACTICAL VEST WITH 8 POUCHES 
$149.95 
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TACTICAL GEAR 
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terer. How can he possibly say no? How can 
he possibly protect this age-old military 
standard when faced with the opportunity to 
reduce it to his level? 

Our military is not a democracy. Military 
laws about adultery are in place for good rea- 
son: They demand the military, as an institu- 
tion, be better than the public it defends. 
Furthermore, laws against adultery protect 
the wives and children of soldiers who are 
often required to spend months, even years, 
far away from home. Adultery laws reflect 
the fact a soldier’s intact family 1s essential to 
a healthy, functioning war machine. 

When Cohen formally proposes this 
lowering of standards to the president, it 
should come as no surprise. Cohen’s entire 
tenure as secretary of defense has been 
aimed at lowering the standards of the mili- 
tary, to bring it more in line with civilian 
corporate America. 

Let’s not forget this is the same guy who 
pronounced “nothing ethically egregious hap- 
pened at CNN,” after the network falsely ac- 
cused American special forces of murderous 
war crimes in Laos — against fellow Amer- 
icans, no less. God help us if Cohen ever lands 
work as a publisher or broadcast executive, 
setting even lower standards for the media. 

It’s bad enough Clinton wants to make 
mockery of the presidency and host lurid 
affairs in the White House. But presidents 
come and go. 

The military, by contrast, is the rock to 
which Americans tether their freedom. 
Lowering military standards, to reflect 
trends of the general public, will ultimately 
turn the rock to shale. 


a, 
Algore, Mr. Sensitive 


Future victims of natural disasters 
should hope and pray Vice President Algore 
doesn’t show up to console them, and offer 
the federal government’s support. 

Just ask folks in Flomda what it’s like. 
As fires terrorized the state this summer, 
Clinton sent Algore to offer the hugs, assur- 
ances and promises people expect from 
Washington after tragedy. 

Only problem was it quickly became ap- 
parent Algore was more concerned with him- 
self and his own propagandist agenda, than he 
was with the fires and piles of ash that once 
were family homes. In the midst of disaster, 
he took center stage and lectured disaster vic- 
tims about his theories on global warming. 

Algore just doesn’t get it. When fires 
have devastated lives — and are immediate- 
ly threatening homes — nobody cares about 
his self-serving, socialist fund-raising pop- 
pycock. Have a bake sale, Al, but not ina 
disaster zone. 

Next big flood, expect Algore to warn 
victims about the hazardous emissions of 
boat motors — telling them to swim to safe- 
ty. Next big tornado, plan to see Algore in 
the midst of carnage, telling the locals to 
carefully recycle the debris from their 
homes and extend the life of a landfill. 

Go home to your air-conditioned life, Al. 
You’ve been in the heat too long. ®& 
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Khameini’s Death-Dealing Balance Of Payments 
by Al J. Venter 


Photos by Chris Kutschera 


An unusual document has been published in Washington, D.C. Written by Mehdi Haeri 
Khorshidi, one of the leaders of the Iranian National Conference, an opposition group-in- 
exile and, thus, a Pasdaran (Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps) target. It expounds the 
theory that the Tehran regime will never be ousted unless force is used. 

“Those who believe that they can moderate these people with either technology 
or dialogue, are fooling themselves. They are risking the nation’s security.” 





believed implicitly that the 
é. Iranian revolution would 
. save the world. As a student 


and disciple of the late Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini, Mehdi Korshidi (“the rebel,” as 
he is today described by Tehran media) 
thought that his mentor would one day 
become a new Gandhi. “Instead, he turned 
out to be a Nero.” 

While there have been numerous posi- 
tive gestures from the government of new 
President Sayed Mohammed Khatami, a 
recent U.S. state department report on Iran 
indicates that Tehran has been behind at 
least a thousand deaths of “enemies of the 
state” since 1979, And, unfortunately, the 
presidency is a figurehead job — the power 
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remains with “Divine Guide” Sayyid Ali 
Khameini, the present religious leader. 
(Note: Do not confuse with “Khomeini,” 
the previous Ayatollah.) 

Countries where Iranian agents have 
been active include almost all of Europe, 
much of North Africa, as well as several 
Asian states. The number of Iranian dissi- 
dents liquidated in Europe is reckoned to be 
about 80. Some of those responsible for 
these crimes have recently been brought to 
trial in Germany. Sources within other 
American government departments have 
warned that there are groups — both men 
and women — being trained for subversive 
work abroad by Pasdaran. There is also a 
powerful Pasdaran element ensconced in 





the Sudan, at the head of the Red Sea. 
{ranian Revolutionary Guards are known to 
be training a variety of subversives, includ- 
ing fundamentalist dissidents from Egypt, 
Algeria, Tunisia, Eritrea, Uganda, and else- 
Where. This sort of activity cannot take 
place if it has not been sanctioned by the 
governments responsible. 

The newsletter Jran Brief reported last 
June that this activity has been expanded. It 
stated: “Senior Iranian intelligence opera- 
tives have been entering the U.S. clandes- 
tinely.” One of its agents had conducted its 
first —- and only — assassination on 
American soil. The victim was Mr. Ali 
Tabatabai, a former diplomat at the Iranian 
embassy in Washington, D.C., who had 
become an outspoken critic of the revolu- 
tionary regime. He was killed by an 
American Black Muslim recruit, David 
Belfield, who subsequently fled to Iran. 

Although it is now accepted in Western 
intelligence circles that there has been 
Iranian input in recent bomb attacks against 
American and Saudi interests in the Arabian 
Peninsula, U.S. nationals in some Gulf 
States had been warned since the early *90s 
that they were being targeted by terrorists 
who had infiltrated from training bases in 
Iran. However, in keeping with Iranian pol- 
icy that goes to extraordinary lengths to 
avoid directly implicating the country, very 
few of the operators are Iranian. Some are 
Palestinian, or of Saudi origin. Still more 
are Lebanese, Egyptian, Algerian, 
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Sudanese, and other nationalities. 

For this, and other reasons, it has become 
difficult to pinpoint the full extent of Iranian 
participation in these matters since Tehran 
has become remarkably adept at covering its 
tracks. The idea — according to one defec- 
tor — is that it would make retaliation that 
much more difficult in the event of a major 
international terrorist strike, such as the one 
on the New York World Trade Center — 
especially if some kind of low-key capabil- 
ity involving biological pathogens or chem- 
ical agents were involved. 

A case in point during the Lebanese civil 
war period was Beirut’s Islamic Jihad, then 
(and still) controlled directly from Tehran 
through a multiplicity of contacts. For a 
long time Islamic Jihad had no visible 
leader. There was nobody connectable to the 
media or to the diplomatic community. If its 
leaders made contact at all, it was usually by 
way of a runner pulled off the street who 
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m Revolutionary Guards are known 
to he training a wariety of subversives, 

| including fundamentalist dissidents 
from Egypt, Algeria, Tunisia, Eritrea, 
Uganda, and elsewhere. 
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grapevine, it was established that the 
man responsible was the notorious 
Imad Mughniyeh, who, author Hala 
Jaber tells us, had been a member of 
the PLO’s “elite” Force 17 that was 
run by one of Arafat’s trusted lieu- 
tenants, Ali Hassan Salameh (also 
known as Abu Hassan). Mughniyeh 
and his cronies were referred to as 
‘“Khomeini’s Fatah Islamites.” All 
these people, we now know, had 
Pasdaran connections. 

Former Iranian president Abol 
Hassan Bani Sadr — in exile in 
Europe for 15 years — said as 
much when he addressed the 
media in Berlin last year. That fol- 
lowed the issue of a warrant for the 
arrest of the former Iranian 
Intelligence Minister, Ali Falla- 
hian-Khuze, after he had been 
identified as the man responsible 
for the killings. Bani Sadr told the 
court that the murders had been 
sanctioned jointly by Khameini, 
Iran’s chief religious leader, and 
the  then-president Hashemi 
Rafsanjani. 

He disclosed that there are at 
present 17 organisations in Tehran, 
all of them located in different 
ministries, that are involved in ter- 
rorism, most of which take place 
abroad. He gave the German pros- 
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: An AK gets the white-glove treatment. Glad to be here? Probably ; : 
ecutor in Berlin details about the —_ pot. But the Iranian militias are gearing up for something major as | Were replaced by Khatami and still 


networks, their functions, and old scars are forever sensitive to anti-Western proselytizing. hold powerful sway. 


many of the names of those involved and 
told the court that within the framework of 
Iranian constitutional law, or Vilayat Fakih, 
that only the “Guide,” Ayatollah Khameini, 
can sentence someone to death. 

“It cannot be a political decision,” Bani 
Sadr said. “And what they are doing right 
now is acknowledging that these murders 
are justified from a religious 
point of view,” he added. 

“In 1987, former President 
Rafsanjani issued the order to 
create a special council for affairs 
which should remain absolutely 
secret and not subject to deci- 
sions or discussion by the Majlis 
(the Iranian parliament). These 
secret affairs included confiden- 
tial contracts with foreign coun- 
tries, arms purchases, details 
about the country’s nuclear-, bio- 
logical- and chemical-warfare 
programmes, as well as the man- 
hunts of opponents, both domes- 
tic and foreign. 


Bani Sadr Atop The 
Hit Parade Charis 


He went on: “The members of 
this council include Khameini, 
Rafsanjani, Ali Akbar Velayati 
(former Minister of Foreign 
Affairs), Ali Mohammed Besha- 
rati-Jahromi (former Interior 
Minister), Ali Fallahian (erstwhile 
Intelligence Minister), Mohsen 
Rezai (Commander of the Revo- 
lutionary Guards), Reyshari (for- 
mer secret services chief and now 
head of Khameini’s Special 
Bureau) and Hijazi (Director of 
Intelligence in Khameini’s 
Bureau).” Many of these people 
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Bani Sadr said that even after all these 
years he is still able to keep close tabs on 
developments there. His contacts extended to 
sources within government. There were many 
people, he said, who were disillusioned with 
Khameini’s hard-line, fundamentalist ap- 
proach to social and political issues. They 
were eager for change, which brought 
Khatami to power, but his hands are tied. 

It is important to understand how all this 
has evolved. Largely, it followed the success 
of the revolution when the ultra-sectarian 
Ayatollah Khomeini embarked on an agenda 
known as Mashru al-Thawra al-lranillah, 
the Project of the Iranian Revolution. In sim- 
ple terms, his programme was aimed at fur- 
thering Islam by reviving the Islamic 
Ummah, the worldwide Islamic nation, 
which he envisioned would be based in Iran 
(and Jed by himself as the Amir al- 
Muminum, Commander of the Faithful). 
Already, it would seem, Iran had imperial 
interests in mind. The Guards Corps, 
Pasdaran, it was decided then, according to 
Bani Sadr, would be the instrument. 

While it is impossible in a country 
almost as vast as Alaska and as xenophobic 
as Iran to keep track of all known terrorist 
training bases in the country, some have 
been pinpointed. 

The first Iranian terrorist training camp 
at Manzarieh Park (on the northern outskirts 
of Tehran), now serves as a distribution and 
coordinating unit for foreigners recruited 
for the cause — including some Americans 
(mostly black) and Irish (IRA) nationals. 
Manzarieh is estimated to have trained 
upwards of 3,000 terrorists between 1981 
and the early ’90s. 

Other camps have been identified at 
Hamadan, southwest of the capital; 


Qazvim, in the northeast; and the biggest of 
them all, Imam Ali, is east of Tehran where 
most foreign nationals are hosted. 

The Iranian-trained hit-team captured 
by the Turks in October 1994, came from 
Imam Ali. Turkish Intelligence was able — 
with persuasion — to extract a remarkably 
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accurate profile of current Iranian intelli- 
gence work. 

“Graduate” work (as well as prepara- 
tions for suicide bombings) are handled at 
Marvdasht, on the Persopolis plateau off the 
Esfahan road to the south of the capital. A 
defector to the West, Colonel Ali Vesseghi, 
reckoned that some of this training included 
condemned prisoners driving trucks filled 
with explosives at each other in an attempt 
to gauge the effect on specific targets. It was 
a prelude, he said, to more suicide bomb- 
ings aimed at Western targets. 

Bushehr, on the Gulf coast, and one of the 
sites of Iran’s clandestine nuclear pro- 
gramme is another major installation 
involved in insurgency. At the city’s air base, 
trainees are taught to fly single-engine 
Pilatus Porters as a prelude to what some 
describe as “suicide missions.” There are 
reports that this activity has been the subject 
of an American intelligence report and that it 
has since been shifted to Won Son in North 
Korea, although this has not been confirmed. 


“Down With Israel.” What else is new? To 
rouse the rabble into a bloodsport frenzy, ene- 
mies are needed; Israel and the U.S. being two 
of the stalwart whipping boys for Iranian radi- 
cals. (below) Railing and wailing against the 
Great Satan, throngs emit their ire against 
their enemies — real and imagined. 
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Other aircraft bought by the Iranians for 
this purpose (said to be intended for 
destroying the homes of leaders in the Gulf 
and Near East regions) include Cessna 
Citations and Falcon fan jets. 

Underwater demolition, mining and 
seaborme activity is taught by Pasdaran at 
Bandar Abbas, as are Lebanese Hezbollah 
recruits in miniature two-man submarines 
(which are detailed in threat-identification 
posters at all Israeli operational bases in 
south Lebanon/north Galilee). The intrica- 
cies of “high-end” explosives and booby 
traps are among subjects on the agenda at 
several camps around Isfahan. 

Recent reports out of Iran have indicat- 
ed that aviation and airport terrorism train- 
ing is now handled in the remote northeast 
of the country. The entire Western-built air- 
port on the outskirts of the religious city of 
Mashad (not far from the Afghan border) is 
devoted to this purpose. After the downing 
of an Iran Air A300 by an American war- 
ship in the Gulf, a similar facility was 
established at Shiraz. 

Thousands of Iranians and 
numerous foreigners have 
graduated from these estab- 
lishments. While many were 
killed in the war with Iraq, 
some are known to have been 
sent to the West, posing as 
bona fide refugees. These 
“sleepers” have been inactive 
for a decade — a distinct 
Cold War pattern — and can 
be activated at any time. 

Almost 20 years after the 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 
retumed in triumph to Iran to 
complete the revolution that 
would create the Islamic 
Republic, the country is, if anything, more 
isolationist than ever, except in matters of 
international murder. 

Recent evidence indicates that Iranian 
mullahs have entered a more aggressive 
“international” phase of assassinations. The 
government appears to be prepared to back 
words with action, which is why, in 
Washington’s view, Iran remains “the 
world’s principal state sponsor of terrorism.” 


Killing For Allah 


Among acts laid at Tehran’s door have 
been the attempted assassination of 
Egypt’s President Mubarak (utilizing 
Sudanese agents); the downing of a 
Panamanian airliner on a known route used 
mostly by Jewish businessmen; _ the 
destruction of a Jewish cultural center in 
the Argentine; a machine-gun attack on 
worshipers at a Turkish synagogue; as well 
as the sponsoring of suicide bombers in 
Israeli cities. 

Hezbollah — 1 was told by Major 
General Yoram Yair, the recently departed 
Israeli military attaché in Washington — 
receives at least $100 million a year for its 
efforts in South Lebanon. Some say the fig- 
ure is double that with the intensification of 
the “liberation struggle” in South Lebanon. 
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According to James Woolsey, erstwhile 
CIA director who spoke to The Middle East, 
the Party of God has killed more Americans 
than any other terrorist group since the end 
of World War II. That tally, he told me, did 
not include the 19 “U.N.” airmen 
(Americans all, serving under the “white ‘n 
blue”) who died in the Khobar Towers 
bombing in Dhahran. 

Also, FBI Director Louis Freeh recently 
testified on Capitol Hill that both Lebanese 
Hezbollah and the Palestinian group Hamas 
“have placed people inside the U.S. who could 
be used to support an act of terrorism here.” 

Nor are conditions likely to change with 
the broad appeal of Mohammed Khatami 
among the masses. His is a liberal agenda; it 
is also an agenda opposed by the mullahs. It 
says a lot that Khatami, one of only four 
candidates (out of a pool of 238 hopefuls), 
survived vetting by the extremely conserva- 
tive Iranian Council of Guardians. 

In any event, under the constitution, the 
Iranian president remains subordinate to 
Khameini. In certain critical respects, this 
man is now more potent politically than was 
his mentor, the Ayatollah Khomeini, highly 
significant in a country with the third- 
largest oil and second-largest natural gas 
reserves in the world. 

To understand the machinations of 
Iranian-sponsored terrorism, it is essential 
to grasp the nature and extent of the power 
wielded by Pasdaran, the Iranian 
Revolutionary Guard Corps. 

Its original role was to have been strict- 
ly cultural. It was described at the time as 
“safeguarding the achievements of the 
Islamic revolution.” Militarily, the force is 
designated to support the regular army 
when required, which it did with success 
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during the Iran-Iraq war when its strength 
peaked at about 750,000. The current man- 
power of Pasdaran is roughly 175,000. 
Pasdaran has its own independent chain of 
command, answerable — through its com- 


More recently, 
Tehran has been 
buying North 
Korea’s Nodong-! 
missiles and Chinese 
cruise missiles, all 
of which have the 
range to hit Israel 
or targets in the 
Persian Gulf. 





mander-in-chief — directly to Khameini. A 
minister in the Iranian cabinet deals with 
nothing else. 

The organisation has recently been 
divided into four categories: soldiers, 
fighters, officers and commandants. By the 
mid-’90s, after restructuring, Pasdaran for- 
mations were as follows: Regional HQ — 
11 (fully manned); Armoured Division — 
2 (on mobilisation); and Infantry Division 
— 24 (cadre strength). These are all “offi- 
cial” activities. 

Pasdaran, according to Arab writer Hala 
Jaber, was created “to spread the word of 
the revolution and rescue the deprived of 
the world from the domination of the super- 
powers.” Their task, Khomeini is quoted as 





Homage to the true power, Ayatollah Ali 
Khameini. lran’s figurehead president Khatami 
is a virtual non-player insofar as terrorist-mis- 
sion authorizations are concerned. 


saying before he died, was to be carried out 
through flagrant military intervention 
(Lebanon), and through subtle political 
interference elsewhere. 

Pasdaran, today, is particularly active 
throughout the Gulf region and in countries 
which allied themselves with Iraq during the 
Iran-Iraq war. In Saudi Arabia, they have 
been involved in planning and instigating 
riots during the annual Haj. In Turkey, much 
effort and cash goes towards trying to disrupt 
Ankara’s new-found alliance with Jerusalem. 
Guards also agents occupy positions at all 
Iranian embassies. They are prominent in 
small countries, such as Cyprus, for some 
time now regarded by Washington and 
London as a major conduit for Iranian opera- 
tives and assassins into Europe. 

Under diplomatic cover, Pasdaran 
agents have recruited proxies and cells for 
operations worldwide. Much of the money 
used by cash-strapped Sudan to train and 
equip foreign insurgents, for example, has 
come from Pasdaran. In turn, Khartoum has 
granted the Iranian Navy a 20-year tenure 
over the two principle Sudanese naval bases 
at Port Sudan and Suakin. 

What is significant is that Pasdaran ful- 
fills various clandestine security roles, 
including intelligence and the Iranian secret 
police. All subversive activities — whether 
domestic or foreign — fall within this brief. 

Judith Miller, former head of the New 


Continued on page 80 
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Gurkha _ soldiers. None dared 
move. Just ahead in the jungle lay 
a forward position of a few 
Japanese infantrymen. Twilight 
was descending on Burma on this day in 





1944. The havildar (Gurkha NCO). ‘sig- 


naled. Members of his infiltration team qui- 
etly put aside their Lee-Enfield rifles and 
drew kukris. 

Only the day before, they perhaps had 
used these wickedly shaped blades to cut 
firewood, sharpen booby-trap stakes, or 
butcher a python for the platoon’s cooking 
pot. Soon, though, they silently would strike 
as vengeful instruments of the Hindu deities 
Shiva and Kali. Blood would flow, coating 
the kukris like warm motor oil. 

As recruits to Gurkha regiments in 
World War IJ, the men had learned basic 
kukri techniques under the stern supervision 
of a havildar or jemadar (lieutenant). 
Armed at first with wooden batons, the 
young soldiers practiced basic techniques, 
proper stepping and body movements. Then 
they were graduated to train with blades 
issued by the British army. 

Impact training against hard objects was 
important. A. kukri man who only cut air 
might look good, but in reality he would be 
as ill-trained as a Burmese or Thai kickbox- 
er who shadowboxed but never punched, 
kicked, kneed, and elbowed a sand-filled 
heavy bag. 

The young Gurkha soldiers, in training, 
chopped acres of bamboo in squad and pla- 
toon movements — as if to charge through 
trenches and bunker complexes to decapi- 
tate, disembowel, or dismember enemy sol- 
diers. This toughened the hands, wrists, and 
arms of recruits. It also developed “body 
lock”: the simultaneous tightening of joints 
and muscles to support a technique and 
drive the blade through its target. The use of 
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(left) Instructor Steve + Minnix sas Gia a defense against a simu- 
lated bayonet attack by his brother, Ron, who is armed with an SKS 
rifle. (above and right) Anybody can wave a blade in the air, but full- 
power impact training is a real test of skill and safety. Steve Minnix 
nd susan attack Stacks of logs with 
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hard targets: in training” also taught the 
Gurkha to maintain his personal safety zone : hi 
-: “Ka-Bar U.S.M.C.” knife. At the same time, 


in case his blade was deflected — a charac- 
teristic hazard. As this course of training 


progressed, the recruit learned blocks and 


parries to defend against Japanese infantry- 
men’s bayonets and their officers* samurai 
swords. 


The Gurkhas’ combat use of kukris like--: 


ly reached its zenith in WWI, when sever- 
al. blade-carrying Asian cultures clashed in 
desperate hand-to-hand engagements in the 
China-Burma-India Theater. 

Not A ‘Knife’ 

The Gurkhas historically have been 
closemouthed about the actual employment 
of this weapon that is their cultural symbol. 
This allowed a common 
Western misconception: that 
there were no systematic 
techniques of the kukri — 
just the Gurkha’s burming 
desire to chop up enemy sol- 
diers with a skill acquired 
through a lifetime of cutting 
grass and firewood and 
butchering animals. This is a 
simplistic half-truth at best. 
Every battle blade in history 
— and the kukri is no excep- 
tion — has been supported 
by its own “school.” 

For example, the katana, 
the long sword of the 
Japanese samurai, has its 
ancient system of ritual and 
battle-tested techniques. In 
19th-century America, New 
Orleans was home to several 
European-influenced 
schools of the Bowie knife 
(“This Is A Knife” by Bill 
Bagwell, June °97). That 
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ceeeane blade would influence the design } 


of another American fighter: the WWII 


British commandos diligently practiced 
their repertoire of Fairbairn-Sykes dagger 
techniques, which included throat-cutting 
for sentry: removal. "> - 

Another misconception: that the kukri is 
a knife.-It correctly i is called a short sword, 
And there is some diversity in design. 
Through the centuries, each of the Gurkha 
tribes developed its own preference. The 
Rai tribe, for example, favored slender for- 
ward-angled blades, while the Gurung tribe 
developed wide, cleaver-like blades with a 
forward curve. 

Whether forward-angled or curved, the 
blade’s boomerang-like shape imparts a 
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. As stated on this T-shirt, the American Bando Association i is 
“keeping alive the skills, prowess and fighting spirit of the 
Gurkha and Kachin warriors.” 













devastating ballistic effect. It also makes the 
sword dangerous to a careless owner. Many 
Western aficionados of cutlery do not know 
— perhaps until it’s too late — that a kukri 
user never should wrap his fingers around 
the front (sharp-side) edge of a snugly fit- 
ting scabbard while removing the blade. 
The curved steel might hang up inside its 
container and, when tugged, cut down and 
through the leather and wood — and into 
tender flesh. 

The kukri can deliver six distinct strikes, 
not just the hatchet-like “chop.” There also 
is the hammer strike with the dull back of 
the blade (perhaps for taking a prisoner); the 
slash, using only the top third of the edge; a 
point-on thrust (which some Western 
“experts” have claimed cannot be done); a 
flat-blade slap, a stunning blow; and, a butt 
strike with the bottom of the handle. In the 
Gurkha sword system, techniques are prac- 
ticed not as single strikes, but in combina- 
tions — usually three. 


In America 


In post-Soviet years the British army, 
like other NATO forces, has been down- 
sized. As a result, fewer young Gurkhas are 
recruited from Nepal. The training schedule 
for those who make the cut reportedly 
allows little time for the old-fashioned 
kukri. The close-combat sword system of 
their fathers and grandfathers is being de- 
emphasized in favor of modem weapons 
and high-tech infantry equipment. This is 
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Sequence (from left) showing head- and throat- 
height slashes. Points of interest: Swordsman’s 
arm never fully straightens after slash — wasted 
motion inviting elbow hyperextension — and the 
sword always stays in his sight, even if only in 
peripheral vision. 








not a unique phenomenon: In the U.S. Army 
since the Vietnam War, bayonet and hand- 
to-hand combat training have seen their ups 
and downs, too. 

Nowadays the kukri system seldom is 
seen outside the far-flung enclaves of pre- 
sent and former Gurkha soldiers and the 
thousands of retirees residing in Nepal and 
India. Here in the States, the only known 
civilian group that maintains the authentic 
short-sword system is the American Bando 
Association, Inc. (P.O. Box 2763, Atlanta, 
GA 30301). 

Formally organized in 1968 in Ohio, the 
ABA was until recent years somewhat 
secretive. Lacking a commercial impetus — 
it’s nonprofit — the organization has a mod- 
est membership of fewer than a thousand 
nationwide. It has a twofold mission: to pre- 
serve the Gurkha sword system and the 
multifaceted bando (“bon-doe”) martial-arts 
system of Burma, and to pay tribute to the 
Allied veterans of Asian wars. Some of the 
ABA’s early members were East Coast vet- 
erans of the Vietnam War. 

The association’s founder and chief 
instructor is Dr. Maung Gyi, a retired Ohio 
University professor of interpersonal com- 
munication. A former Gurkha soldier and an 
internationally known combatives instruc- 
tor, Gyi was born “Manbahadur Rai” in 
Maymyo, a garrison town of the 10th 
Burma Gurkha Regiment, near Mandalay. 

At the 1995 Soldier Of Fortune 
Convention and Expo, Gyi and a squad of 
his black-suited senior students — includ- 
ing an Army Reserve medical officer, a 


Columbus, Ohio, deputy sheriff, and a ° 


University of Kentucky professor — 
thrilled spectators with well-rehearsed kukri 








demonstrations (“Fear and Loading in Las 
Vegas,” March 1996 SOF). 

In addition to performing noncontact 
“forms” and drills — stepping patterns with 
flurries of precise, multiple techniques — 


using highly polished kukris, the ABA 
members attacked blocks of wood, 
coconuts, and sand-filled containers. The 
military precision of this performance was 
the result of many hours of sweaty, no-frills 
training. 

In this martial organization, some of the 
best training occurs outdoors. 


Safety 


On a damp, green hill above the Knauff 
Logging Company in rural southern Ohio, 
locals Ron and Steve Minnix are working 
their class of basic-kukri students. An after- 
noon shower doesn’t halt training. It does 
increase the risk of “friendly fire:” A wet 
handle is harder to grip, and nobody wants 
to see a kukri flying through the air. The 
Minnix brothers caution the students to 
maintain control. 

The two ABA instructors are proud of 
their safety record. But that didn’t just hap- 
pen. Safety always came first, and they 
practiced it until it became instinctive. 
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The afternoon session began with a spe- 
cialized warm-up. Stretches of the arms, 
shoulders, and torsos incorporated the stu- 
dents’ wooden batons, the initial training 
weapon. 

Under Ron and Steve’s commands, the 
small formation next practiced basic “air” 
strikes with the sticks. An hour later the 
group put its trainers aside. On command, 
kukris were drawn in a ritual salutation. 
This was repeated a dozen times or more. 
The students stood three paces apart —- the 
minimum safety interval — in two lines. 
Everybody was stone-faced serious. The 
tension was palpable. 

The next hour is spent on noncontact 
drills. The relatively simple routine com- 
bines a cross-body draw (right hand to kukri 
in left-hip scabbard) with a diagonal, rising 
slash and a right-foot step at a slight outward 
angle. The distance covered is not long like 
a tae-kwon-do front stance, but more of a 
soldier-carrying-heavy-rucksack step. The 
drill concludes: recovery, a symbolic flick- 
ing of blood off the blade, a Gurkha salute, 
and a return of the sword to its scabbard. The 
class practices it repeatedly. 

One of the students has to be reminded 
to keep his non-sword hand immediately in 
front of his breast bone. This is the center- 
line safety position guarding face, throat, 
and heart. The only time the safety hand 













Anatomy of a basic cut: (below, from left) 
Wearing kukris in six of the many possible car- 
rying positions, Steve Minnix stands at atten- 
tion. He reaches for sword in a cross-body 
draw. Kukri travels in a diagonal, rising slash 
(targets: belly and chest) as his right foot 
_ moves, knee slightly bent; left hand remains at 
center-line guard. At completion of slash, 
Steve halts kukri in a transitional “zone” from 
which next technique would be launched. 
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From the Minnix brothers’ collections of kukris 
(left to right): #1 made in Nepal, circa 1850; #2 
and #3 made in India, 1900-1910; #4 made in 
India, 1935-1944; #5 made in Nepal, 1945-1949; 
#6 made in India during World War Il and 
believed to have been carried by a member of 
U.S. Army Ranger unit, “Merrill’s Marauders”; 
#7 made in India in 1945 and carried in survival 
kit of a U.S. pilot in the China-Burma-india 
Theater; #8 made in India after WWIl but before 
1980, as issued weapon to Gurkha; and, #9 
made in India since 1980 as issued weapon to 
Gurkha. The average length of a kukri is 17 to 
18 inches; weight: 1-1/2 to 2 pounds. 


leaves its guard position is to reinforce the 
wrist of the sword hand. 

Steve eventually orders a_ halt. 
Following the break, under a cloudy sky, 
there’s another short lecture. Topic: safety. 

“Tt’s not macho to have scars,” Steve 
says. The students are standing at the 
civilian equivalent of parade rest. Kukris 
are sheathed. A “new” guy, a skinny kick- 
boxer who cannot yet be trusted with a 
live blade, has a plywood replica stuck in 
his belt. 

“Scars show what?” Steve continues, 
in drill-sergeant voice. “That you made a 
mistake.” 

A few ABA members around the United 
States, though, have made mistakes — 
painful ones. The split-second violation of a 


safety principle can result in a trip to the 
nearest emergency room. Even a dull kukri 
can spill blood if mishandled. But the risk is 
worth it. 

To skillfully — and above all, safely — 
perform with this dangerous cobra-shaped 
blade brings a real sense of achievement. 
And there’s an additional benefit. Some of 
the principles of safety (and control) of the 
kukri, as taught in the American Bando 
Association, can apply to the use of a Bowie 
knife, machete, or even gasoline-powered 
chain saw. 


The Good Guys 


Ron and Steve began studying the kukri 
under Dr. Gyi in 1980, nine years after they 
embarked on Burmese-bando training in 
Columbus. Each now holds a third-level 
black belt in the association. (The chief 
instructor alone is at the ninth level.) 

The two belie the mainstream stereo- 
type of martial artists as being obsessed 
with Asian esoterica and disconnected 
from the real world. Rather, like many of 
the ABA’s members, the Minnix brothers 
live normal middle-class lives distin- 
guished by community service. 

Ron, 47, is a forklift operator at a local 
paper mill. He also is a volunteer emer- 
gency medical technician with nearby 
Springfield Township’s fire and rescue 
force. Steve, 50, is a full-time student at 
OU’s Chillicothe campus, pursuing a bach- 
elor’s degree in criminal justice. It fits: He 
is a reserve deputy and sniper with the Pike 
County Sheriff’s Department. 

For five years the two taught police- 
baton and Mag-Lite (flashlight) combatives 
at the Pike County Sheriff’s training acade- 
my. Nowadays they run a small bando club 


Continued on page 88 
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Pp OM POM POM. The sudden report 
~ * of the anti-aircraft gun made me 
flinch. Okay, maybe I did a bit more 
than flinch. I found myself squatting in a 
hole with a 12.7mm Degtyarey (DShK) 
machine gun and its crew. 
The gunners on the 37mm ack-ack gun 
were banging away at a passing Antonov 


SPLA guerrillas pose at Mile Forty in south- 
ern Sudan. It’s known as Mile Forty as it is 
exactly 40 miles from Juba on the road from 
Juba to Yei. The SPLA consolidated their 
gains and have been in the defense here for 
a complete year. This is the closest the 
SPLA has come to taking Juba since 1992, 
when they entered the outskirts of the 
regional capital. 
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SOF's Sudanese Summer Vacation 


bomber. The plane had enough altitude for 
the pilot not to worry, but the anti-aircraft 
gunners no doubt felt better. This was my 
first visit to the front lines in the southern 
Sudan since 1994 (SOF, August and 
September 1994). With me was Robert 
Young Pelton, publisher and author of The 
World’s Most Dangerous Places. I'd made 


arrangements in Nairobi with the Sudanese 
Rehabilitation and Relief Association 
(SRRA) for us to tour the front south of 
Juba along the Nile River. It had been an 
interesting journey so far. In Kampala our 
hotel’s terrace restaurant was bombed by 
terrorists, we’d traveled nine hours through 
northern Uganda squatting on the interior 
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engine cover of a bus, and spent two days 
being jostled around inside a decrepit 
Nissan pickup. 

Just as it had been four years ago, the 
journey up to the border also had its risks. 
Northern Uganda is the scene of two fester- 
ing indigenous insurgencies —- the Western 
Nile Bank Front (WNBF) and Joseph 
Kony’s Lord’s Resistance Army. Both are 
fighting Museveni’s Uganda People’s 
Defence Force. As Khartoum-government- 
sponsored Ugandan militia, they are also 
fighting against the Sudanese People’s 
Liberation Army across the border in Sudan. 


Back In New Sudan 


Kony’s bandits have the bad habit of cut- 
ting off people’s hands and feet, and doing 
worse to white men. Having survived one 
convoy attack by his thugs in 1994, I wasn’t 
counting on being so lucky in a second 
encounter. When we crossed the actual bor- 
der from Uganda, at Kaya, I actually 
breathed a sigh of relief. At least here I 
would have some armed “friendlies” in the 
back of the truck. 

As we passed several minefield warning 
signs along the roadway, I knew I was in the 
SPLA-controlled territory of “New Sudan.” 
Despite my travel pass from the SRRA 
office in Nairobi, processing through SPLA 
“customs” was almost a day-long affair. 
After loading three women passengers that 
the local SRRA representative had request- 
ed we take along — and engaging in a little 
drama when I threw two SPLA lieutenants, 
their gunbearers, and camp followers off 
our truck with broken springs — we were 
on our way. Our gunman or escort from the 
SPLA security service was Kennedy Salah 
James. He would stay with our truck for the 
next several days. 

We arrived in Yei late that afternoon. 
While Robert amused himself videotaping a 
pet baboon, I answered the questions of 
onlookers until we were passed along the 
bureaucratic chain. Yei is like most of the 
towns in the southern Sudan; a basic admin- 
istrative center with a church, a hospital, 
and a collection of cement-block buildings 
serving as government offices. Like 
Yambio, Maridi, Tambura, and other garri- 
son towns in the south held by the SPLA, 
Yei is now governed by local officials rather 
than SPLA commanders. The political wing 
of the SPLA, the Sudanese People’s 
Liberation Movement (SPLM) and the 
SRRA are busy establishing an infrastruc- 
ture — setting up an administration which 
will collect taxes, organize a police force, 
open schools, and restore the judicial sys- 
tem. In essence, it will attempt to do all 
those things which a nation state needs to 
function. And make no mistake about it, to 
the locals this is “New Sudan.” 

We spent our first night in Yei as guests 
of Chief Charles Y. Barraba, commissioner 
of Yei River County of New Sudan. Dinner 

s “greens,” some sandy bread, and a 
mush made from cassava and sorghum. This 
is actually eating pretty “high on the hog” in 
the famine-ridden southern Sudan. Our 
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meal was interrupted by the warbling of an 
enemy Antonov, its flashing navigational 
lights visible to the naked eye as it flew 
overhead. Antonov bombers from the 
Government of Sudan (GoS) air force had 
recently bombed Yei’s hospital, killing 22 


people. Previous bombing raids had 
destroyed many _ houses, including 


Commissioner Barraba’s. This is all part of a 
deliberate terror-bombing campaign by the 
Khartoum government aimed at depopulat- 
ing the south, thus robbing the SPLA of its 
support base. After the plane disappeared, 
we turned in for the night. With my G.I. 
mosquito net draped over a foam mattress 
on the floor, ] was more than comfortable. 
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SPLA guerrillas admire sign at “Jebel tan Outpost,’ the site of a battle in which scores of lraqi 
troops were killed — although not as many as the sign proclaims. 
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SOF Senior Foreign Corfespondent Rob Krott and two of his SPLA friends at Mile Forty, with a 


DShK heavy machine gun. 





Se 


Two 14.5mm KPV heavy machine guns in the ZPU-II towed configuration, track the sound of an 


approaching GoS Antonov bomber. 
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In the morning, as several government 
officials wandered into the compound past 
the listless guards, I jumped into our Nissan 
pickup. The commissioner, smartly turned 
out in ironed khakis, Beta boots, and ivory 
swagger stick, sat up front. His office in Yei 
was bare-bones furnishing — a table and 
two wooden chairs, while two blown safes 
rested in the corner, A sign in the outer office 
read: “When our people go hungry, it is not 
food that is in short supply — it is justice.” 

The morning was spent working through 
the bureaucracy which tends to eventually 
overwhelm every bush insurgency. It seemed 
that every clerk in town had to transcribe the 
same information from my passport into their 
ledgers. I'll never denigrate copy machines 
again — at least they’re quick. After loading 
up an escort armed with Kalashnikovs and 
one well-maintained Sterling MK I] 9mm 
submachine gun, we proceeded to the SPLA 
compound outside of Yei. 

There I was greeted by “David.” He had 
caused me all kinds of grief in 1994, includ- 
ing arranging my “detention” in Natinga 
(near the Kenyan border) for three days (just 
because he didn’t like me). I was not happy 
to see him, but put on my party smile any- 
way. I was informed that my old friend 
Commander Oyay Deng Ajak, from the 
Sendiru Hills battles (“We Kill Them Like 
Sheep,” Sept. °94), was currently coordinat- 
ing the fighting north of Juba. Well known 
for his success in stalling a GoS offensive 
south of Juba in 1994, Oyay led the SPLA’s 
October 1995 offensive (now seen as a turn- 
ing point in the war) and was recently 
appointed SPLA Assistant Chief of Staff. He 
also commands the 2nd Region where we 
were. It’s nice to have friends in high places. 

Unfortunately, his location was 250 kilo- 
meters away over nearly impassable roads. 
The Nissan couldn’t make it that far, we 
didn’t have enough gas, and it would add 
several more days to my schedule. I was not 
a happy camper. I was looking forward to 
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seeing Oyay again and getting his opinion 
on the conduct of the war. Despite my dis- 
appointment at not seeing him, meeting the 
local commander was old home week. We 
had met in 1994 while en route to an SPLA 
conference. Peter Otim, Oyay’s adjutant, 
also remembered me, saying “You’re the 
one with all the things hanging like a jacket 
(describing my G.I. load-bearing equip- 
ment) who was firing the 12.7/mm ...” 
Ahem, yes, I remember. I also remember 
being showered with rock splinters and 
shrapnel! before running for my life. I then 
spent the next four hours hunkered down in 
a rock crevice whilst being rocketed — an 
experience that will not make my lifetime- 
happiest-moments reel. 

Despite the friendly reception from the 
SPLA hierarchy in Yei, we weren’t going to 
go any farther toward the fighting until our 
change in plans was confirmed and 
approved. Because I had said we wanted to 
see Oyay, it was assumed that we would 
spend the next week traveling a long cir- 
cuitous route to the north of Juba. The next 
day was spent cooling our heels. J amused 
myself by handing out Soldier Of Fortune 
Convention T-shirts and back issues of the 
magazine to SPLA troopers. I also squared 
some of the troops away with some quality 
combat folding knives, courtesy of Emerson 
Knives and Benchmade Knives. While 
using the down-time to catch up on the lat- 
est developments in the war, I interviewed 
the commissioner and various other New 
Sudan Officials. 

Since October 1996, when it began 
cooperating with the NDA, the SPLA has 
been on a roll. Garang was helped strategi- 
cally by the civil war in Zaire last year. 
When the Zairean airstrip at Bunia fell to 
Kabila it cut off a supply route for the 
Ugandan rebels of Joseph Kony’s Lord’s 
Resistance Army. That route can now be 
used to supply Garang’s SPLA while 
Uganda continues to mop up the LRA. With 








Commander Abraham Wana Yoane (above) is 
commanding officer of the defenders of Mile 
Forty. Here, he describes the scene of the 
battle against Iraqi soldiers. (left) SPLA 
Sappers practice laying a hasty defensive 
minefield. 


the tacit support of the U.S. (which has 
increased military assistance to the SPLA’s 
friendly neighbors, Uganda and Eritrea, the 
SPLA was ready to bounce back from its 
losses in the early 1990s. 

Garang’s offensive kicked off in mid- 
January 1997 when his forces trounced GoS 
units in the Blue Nile region accounting for 
6,000 enemy casualties and “Recruiting” 
another 1,000 defectors. Most importantly, 
the SPLA pushed on, taking Damazine, less 
than 500 kilometers south of Khartoum and 
site of the strategic El-Rosieres dam. The 
dam, together with the other hydroelectric 
dams at Sennar on the Blue Nile and 
Atabarah rivers, provides at least 50% of 
Sudan’s electricity and about 80% of 
Khartoum’s power. This dramatic victory 
was quickly followed by a second offensive 
aimed at Khartoum’s supply line to Port 
Sudan on the Red Sea. 

On the local scene it’s been nothing but 
good news. Last year (9 March 1997) the 
SPLA unleashed “Operation Thunderbolt,” 
its big southern offensive, capturing several 
key towns, including Yei, and driving on to 
Juba. It was a tremendous defeat for 
Khartoum despite concerted GoS air force 
attacks using Antonov-24 aircraft, Chinese 
MiG-19s, and Mi-24 Hind helicopters. 
SPLA troops under the command of 6th 
Division Commander Thomas Cirillo, a 
well-known and highly respected SPLA 
commander, decimated the better part of a 
Sudanese infantry battalion. The enemy had 
attempted to outflank the SPLA positions 
with a two-battalion infantry attack support- 
ed by armor. For good measure the SPLA 
“ambushed” a large column of retreating 
GoS and WNBF, killing nearly 2,000 and 
capturing approximately 1,000 POWs. One 
of the POWs, Sudanese Army engineer 
Colonel El Tayep EI Hussain, was later 
interviewed by SOF contributor Jim 
Hooper. POWs and many corpses also pro- 
vided proof that other Islamic countries are 
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sending troops and volunteers to Sudan — 
providing them ample opportunities to 
become martyrs by dying in Khartoum’s 
failing jihad. 

Besides POWs, the SPLA also captured 
thousands of small arms including a hun- 
dred or more light and medium machine 
guns from GoS forces and their WNBF 
allies. More importantly, large quantities of 
equipment — several T-55 tanks, anti-air- 
craft guns, artillery —- and large stocks of 
North Korean, Chinese, and Iraqi ammuni- 
tion for 12.7mm DShK machine guns, 
4.5mm KPV heavy machine guns in the 
ZPU-II towed configuration, 107mmmulti- 
ple rocket launchers (MRL), PKM machine 
guns, and RPD machine guns fell in the bag. 


The Turncoat 


I also got caught up on one of the war’s 
many enigmas — Kerabino Kuanyin Bol, 
who stands out among the more formidable 
commanders of the war. Kerabino Bol has 
flip-flopped from side to side, but has 
recently returned to the SPLA. Considered a 
renegade by many on both sides, Kerabino 
is said to have fired the opening shots in the 
conflict. In 1983, it was Kerabino Bol who 
led an army mutiny and persuaded Garang 
to join the struggle. He was Garang’s 
deputy, but in 1987 the two had a falling out 
and Bol spent the next six years imprisoned 
in a hole in the ground. He escaped, fleeing 
to Uganda before settling in Nairobi where 
he involved himself in negotiations with 
Khartoum. In April 1997, he re-joined the 
Sudanese Army (some say at Garang’s insti- 
gation) as a major general. But Bol soon 
became dissatisfied with Khartoum’s 
patronage of his rival fellow defector, Riek 
Machar. (note: Machar’s SPLA-United is 
defunct and the erstwhile collaborator has 
since fled to Khartoum where he “com- 
mands” a militia loyal to the NIF junta 
known as the Southern Sudan Defence 
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Force). Karabino Bol left Khartoum for 
Wau and in true Benedict Arnold-fashion 
demanded promotion (deputy chairman of 
the Council for the South) and other perks. 
He threatened to defect back to the SPLA 
and Khartoum offered him the plum of vice 
presidency of the Council for Coordination 
in Southern Sudan. 

But Bol already had other plans and in 
January 1998 convinced the SPLA to “loan” 
him about 2,000 troops to take Wau. A day 
after changing sides back to the SPLA his 
troops captured his home town of Wau and 
held it for a day before being bombed into 
submission by the Sudanese Air Force. With 
Bol’s force aided by additional SPLA units, 
Wau fell. According to the SPLA officials I 
spoke with, his current status is up in the air 
— Khartoum won’t trust him and many of 
the SPLA hierarchy won’t either. It is doubt- 
ful whether he’ll work for Garang, but as a 
charismatic leader with a large following in 
his home territory he is a valuable player. He 
may very well be allowed an autonomous 
command under SPLA guidance and control. 


No Spaghetti-Os 


At dinner that might I was happily 
munching on a bow! of vegetables and some 
tasty fried morsels. Robert peered into the 
bowl, looked up and said “Hey champ, those 
ain’t Spaghetti-Os!” He was nght — they 
were knotted portions of goat’s intestine, but 
still chewy, and rather tasty. I still wished I 
had brought along some MREs, though. The 














next day we hoped we would get permission 
to travel up to the front lines. Back in down- 
town Yei we once again went through the 
documents drill and picked up an escort 
before finally receiving permission to move 
on to the SPLA defenses at Mile Forty. It’s 
known as Mile Forty as it is exactly 40 
miles from Juba on the road from Juba to 
Yei. The SPLA consolidated their gains and 
have been in the defense here for a complete 
year. This is the closest the SPLA has come 
to taking Juba since 1992 when they 
entered the outskirts of the regional capi- 
tal. The beleaguered defenders, reduced to 
eating rats and scavenging lily pads from 
the Nile River, were saved when Riek 
Machar, one of Garang’s chief comman- 
ders, broke away from the SPLA, started 
his own faction (SPLA-United), and began 
fighting the SPLA. 

The road to Mile Forty was badly rutted 
and muddy. Several times our Nissan with its 
bald tires and incompetent driver became 
bogged down, forcing us to dismount and 
push. We couldn’t bypass the bad parts by 
driving through the bush because of the land- 
mines -— attested to by the score or so of 
burnt out trucks abandoned along the way. 
After about two hours and a half-dozen vil- 
lage checkpoints we arrived at Mile Forty. As 
we rolled into the camp we passed a squad of 
SPLA troopers on mine-clearance detail. 
Equipped with long metal probes and bayo- 
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(far left) Remains of one 

of Khartoum’s mujahideen 
who found paradise — 
courtesy of an SPLA 
7.62x39mm bullet. 

(above) Krott and 
Commander Abraham Wana 
Yoane, with bodyguards, 
stand in front of this 
Sudanese Army tank 
destroyed in an SPLA anti- 
armor ambush. (left) A youth- 
ful RPD gunner — young, but 
willing to fight and die for a 
chance to live free rather 
than be a second-class 
citizen under the Isiamic 
boot of Khartoum. 
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Then, the sharp cracks of gunfire! 
The fiastage was dead. 


Matthew Hagerty, owner of — i Po ae f. - hs 
| LandTec, Inc., Sonora, Calif., ss ) aa oF a © | 
takes an exotic-looking weap- in a . 


on sighting system out of its case he states 
simply, “Sight Unseen’s SU-4 is the future of 
tactical equipment.’ As he explains the sys- 
tem’s functions and benefits, I’m becoming 
increasingly eager to test-shoot this new 
way of viewing criminals. As the only U.S. 
source for Sight Unseen, Inc., Hagerty explains 
how the remote infrared video weapon sighting 
system could have saved the hostage’s life. 

“When I showed these officers Sight Unseen, they 
said the hostage situation might have ended differ- 
ently if they’d had this. Instead of using the fiber- 
optic camera, they could have used our video , 
sighting system on their duty weapon and insert- 
ed it through the ceiling tile.” 'd 










- oe a ao - 





a} 
Pe 
4 






ro sf 
a 


ies 
Re i a 
—" Eeyragh as 
th *> 
f ay f ow 
4 se oh iO 
ae The = 






13 
vu 












Hagerty knows what he’s talking about. A 
shooter for more than 30 years, he’s been 
through seven courses with Scott Reitz, 

| L.A.P.D. Metro SWAT and SIS firearms 
instructor; and is a veteran of additional train- 
ing from Brett McQueen, California Pistol- 
craft, an accomplished firearms authority/ 
insiructor in her own right. 

Hagerty, an experienced sales representative 
of hardware and software for law enforcement 
and the U.S. military, has sent some 230,000 rounds 
down range during the past four years, shooting profes-. 
sionally for Hughes Aircraft for their El Segundo, 
Calif., facility. He also currently tests and markets their 
$45,000 thermal weapon sight, a second-generation 
passive infrared device for military and law-enforce- 
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Sight Unseen’s Versatile SU-4 
Sight Unseen boasts active infrared capability that 
| enables it to function day or night. And the infrared _ 
. light isn’t visible to the naked eye. The nonmoving, 
| light-weight system mounts a miniaturized black- 
| 
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and-white video camera on a handgun or rifle (the 
camera is the size of a 3x9 scope and fits in standard 






ae 32 oz. 

Belt and pouch: 7.5 or | 

Camera (with scope rings) weight: 7 oz. 
Lens: 30-degree aperture, 1% magnification 
Housing: 7075 T6 aircraft alloy 

Electronics module: 8.75 oz. 

Headset monitor, weight: 8. okey Se 

Infrared unit: 4.75 oz. 

Total weight: 3.75 Ib. 

Gost: less than $10,000.00 
















OCTOBER 1938 a SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


‘ 


| 1 | 

TEL : 

aon 

| | HT 

ni j i 
Peni 

| 





———S—_—" 


= 


| ‘ag iy ih 
Eh Vr eh ies | _ a | f 
! 


Twelve Times The Fonte 





Twelve Times The Mo, Kon 





Twelve Times The Battles. 
| 


Twelve Times The Weapons. | 








a eee 
Twelve Times The Truth. | | 

i) Mal 
Twelve Times The boa | | i, 





SOLDIER OF F ORT 


Subscribe & Get om 
Twelve Times - cee 












l-inch scope rings). A lightweight headset 
blocks one eye with a video screen; the other 
sees normally. The user sees a 1 X image with 
superimposed crosshairs. These crosshairs 
are reverse video, which means they main- 
tain contrast as the background changes. 
Because it’s a standard (NTSC) video for- 
mat, it can be recorded. 

As with conventional sights, the user 
points the weapon toward a target. Unlike 
conventional sights, the user can remain 
fully behind cover — only the user’s gun 
hand can be seen by a hostile. A belt pack, 
roughly the size of an M-16 magazine 
pouch, contains the battery and electronics 
module. Although straightforward, the sys- 
tem takes some getting used to. 

On Colorado’s rugged western 
slope, Hagerty propped a center- 4. 
of-mass pistol target against a 
tree. As I fired the Sight Unseen 
system mounted on a Glock pistol 
— at a right angle to the target to 
simulate using the sight from 
behind a building — I noticed that 
wherever I turned my head, the 
onscreen image stayed with me. I 
popped off three rounds and all hit 
6 inches left of center. Hargerty 
moved the crosshairs a few 
“clicks” by adjusting the windage 
control in my belt pack. Seconds 
later I hit dead-center from 8 
yards away. Although viewing a 
different image with each eye 
was unusual, I was surprised at 
how quickly I adapted to this 
new mode of target acquisition. 


Cost, Availability And 
History 


Hagerty informed me that 
the SU-4 is “under $10,000 
and for sale only to police or 
military.” 

Sight Unseen’s inventor, 
Larry Elliott, was born in 
New York City, after WWIL. 
After working in the record- 
ing industry for about eight 
years, Elliott relocated to 
Southern California where he 
discovered the need for a target-acquisi- 
tion system that could save family mem- 
bers’ and officers’ lives by enabling them 
to remain behind cover while firing. A 
shooter for 25 years, and experienced in 
electronics for 30, Elliott developed the 
system with the help of mentor John 
Davies, who financially supported the sys- 
tem’s refinement. Elliott produced the first 
working model in 1995 and has a patent 
pending. 

Because the system must withstand sig- 
nificant recoil, it’s built robustly, which 
makes manufacturing difficult. After astute- 
ly hiring several consultants in various 
fields to solve technical and general prob- 
lems, Elliott’s understandably careful with 
his product: “My worst nightmare is that it 
gets into the wrong hands.” 

Hagerty provided me with the names of 


OCTOBER 1998 4 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


law-enforcement personne] who have test 
fired the system. Most had their tickets 
punched in the military, and had gone on to 
SpecOps units or law enforcement. 

Retired SEAL Rick Wood said, “It’s 
very impressive.” Born and raised in 
Mesquite, Texas, he spent 25 years in the 
U.S. Navy, serving on SEAL Teams I, 3, 
and 5. Wood did a stint as instructor at the 
SEAL training facility in Coronado, Calif., 
and was a rated EOD technician. He first 
saw Sight Unseen in the fall of 1996. 

“The unit has unlimited potential in 
CQB [close-quarters battle] because of the 
IR source and video. It'll be great for train- 
ing in shoot-no-shoot situations. It'll also 

work great in hostage rescue 





Sight Unseen’s SU-4, a definite keeper for law 
enforcement and the military. 


or any close-in environment in darkness. I 
put 60 to 100 rounds through it in unlikely 
shooting positions and was amazed and sur- 
prised at what power it gave me.” 

When asked if Sight Unseen has poten- 
tial, Gulf War veteran Dr. Kelly Jones said, 
“Hell, yes.” Jones earned a Ph.D. from 
Texas A & M and served in the U.S. Air 
Force from 1988 to 1993. Currently a con- 
sultant and SWAT instructor, he first 
encountered Sight Unseen in 1994, in 
Washington, D.C., where he spotted a mock 
up mounted on a futuristic weapons system. 

In November 1997, Jones finally shot 
the system. “I don’t think Sight Unseen’s a 
panacea that should be fitted to all 


weapons, but I think one person in each 
team should have one. I thought it might be 
a gee-whiz gizmo at first. It takes some get- 
ting used to. If you’re going to be good 
with it, you have to use it all the time. I’d 
recommend it to any SpecOps unit with a 
need to conduct close-range stealth recon- 
naissance, especially, units that need to 
clear or defend areas that provide no natur- 
al cover. I’d probably deploy one SU-4 per 
team. Using it while wearing a gas mask 
might be a problem. In the future, I’d like 
to see a built-in digital compass; and get rid 
of the [video] wires, and make the next 
generation digital.” 

A former MP and a shooter for 35 
years, Steve Abbott has participated in 

SOF’s 3-gun shoots. His first 

impression of the sight was, 

“total amazement.” 

Born and raised in Mt. 
|» Ida, Ark., Abbott served in 
the U.S. Army from 1960- 
1963. He joined the Visalia, 
Calif., Police Department in 
- «1965, where he was an 
= eight-year SWAT veteran. 
Presently, he’s sergeant-in- 
'® charge of the narcotics and 

property crimes unit, as well 
as rangemaster. 

“We put about 250 rounds 
through the system at the 
department’s tactical house. 
There were three other officers 
there — all SWAT or ex-SWAT. 

Matt had to fight to get the 
sight system back. I see it 
playing a major role in law 
enforcement. You can see in 
the dark without being seen 
and without clumsy goggles or 
other gear. It could be built into 

a helmet and used on the street 

as part of duty equipment.” 

Shooter and SWAT team 
member Dave Sundy was asked 
if he’d recommend Sight 

Unseen: “Absolutely.” Sundy 

joined a 260-member police 

force in 1986 and is now 

SWAT-team armorer. He spent 

four years aS a sniper and is a 
grad of the FBI sniper school at 
Camp Pendleton. In addition, he served 
as an instructor for five years at 
California’s Regional Criminal Justice 
Training Center. 

“IT saw the system in December of °96 
at Chocolate Mountain [a U.S. Navy facil- 
ity in Niland]. I showed it to 25 guys at the 
range —- it was mounted on a Beretta 92F. 
We shot about 400 rounds through it. I was 
immediately impressed by its versatility 
— and its compactness and accuracy. 

“It’s a valuable tool for entry-team mem- 
bers — better than a pole camera. Unlike a 
pole camera, it lets the guy using it shoot if 
he needs to.” 

Even Hollywood likes the robosight. 


Continued on page 76 
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With this issue, we inaugurate “Omega 
Proving Ground,” a monthly feature that 
will test and evaluate hard-use gear for 
those who go andi do: guns, cutlery, 
commo and equipment — plus gear that 
supports the use of the former includ- 
ing tools, books and videos. In this 
space you will find only the top-rateci 
gear that met our specs. 


by Don McLean 


Gerber Axes 


Say “Gerber” and people think blades; blades to work hard in 


the kitchen, the shop, the woods, and in the streets and jungle per- 


forming police and military tasks. Gerber pretty much started the 
increasingly celebrated Oregon cutlery industry, of whose luminar- 
ies most at one time or another have been associated with Gerber. 
Gerber’s excellent and expanding line of blades and other tools 
encompasses all manner of useful implements, including some 
featherweight, but serious, hand axes and saws designed to be car- 
ried with you and capable of honest work when you get there. 
Gerber’s Camp Axe and Back Paxe are the best hand axes for 
their weight this writer has ever swung (and we were raised in the 
samme woods Gerber calls home, with more time on the handle of an 
axe than on a computer). There are several ergomonic considera- 
tions in the design of any tool one will use arduously, and features 
on tools in general-use in the woods usually evolve over a long peri- 
od of time, eventually taking the form of what works. A new design 
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or material, therefore, may be greeted with interest, but is suspect. 

But with their new hand axes, Gerber got it right the first time. 

The handles, for instance, are labeled “unbreakable.” Not 
“unbreakable” as in something from pliable plastic that will squish 
and change shape; here Gerber means the handles will not break on 
you as wood can, and although they are designed to flex instead of 
break they have a memory and will return to the original shape. The 
glass-filled polyamid handles are molded directly to and around the 
head. We were unable to hurt the handles in any way. We wish such 
handles were available on falling axes and splitting mauls. They 
have an optimal texture that balances gripability vs. blister- 
workingability (these are highly technical terms used in the woods 
by my circle of axed professionals). 

The heft of a hand axe is a function of shape and weight, and 
again, Gerber got it right with a balance that gets the most work out 
of a light-to-carry head. The face on both axes is proportionally nar- 
rower than full-size axes, so the force is not spread over so wide an 
area it will not penetrate the workpiece. The heads are made from 
Swedish steel, and the overall tools come with a limited lifetime 
warranty. Lifetime warranty on an axe? Yep, from Gerber, that is. 
Alas, your son will have to use these axes sans warranty when you 
pass on, but he’ll probably pass it on to his kids, too. 

Both the ultra-compact 9-inch Back Paxe and the 17-1/2 inch 
Camp Axe come with handy nylon belt sheaths. Both deliver the 
most chop for the weight we’ve yet seen. Recommended. 


Gerber Legendary Blades, Dept. SOF, 
14200 S.W. 72nd Ave., Portland, OR 97281 
phone: 503-639-6161; fax: 503-684-7008 


The Really Hard Case 


This writer has always liked GI gear. Not because we’re into 
green things, but because equipment issued for Snuffies to carry out 
their mission is built to a high standard of service. It’s not meant to 
photograph well so it will sell from a catalog, but rather to deliver 
absolute reliability. By extension, we are drawn to any arms, tools 
and gear that are also designed and built to survive decades of use, 
abuse and neglect. We’re not the worrying type who wears belt and 
suspenders, but we do select a particular piece of gear over its com- 
petitors because we think it will do what we got it for, without our 
having to worry about it or fuss with it. 

Some gear, fine arms and instruments for example, will give bet- 
ter and longer service if they are protected from abuse. It naturally 
follows that whatever you put them in for protection will take that 
abuse in their stead: Pliable plastic, flimsy fiberglass, thin tin or 
weak wood need not apply. Now, thanks to Bear Track Cases, you 
don’t have to settle for any “iffy” protective cases for guns, cam- 
eras, instruments or your private stash of 25-year-old Scotch. Their 
protective carrying cases are built like a Sherman tank. 

Bob and Babette Robertson up at Bear Track Cases in Wyoming 
start right, by 
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forming the case body from 0.080 aluminum, then fit- 








ting it with 950-pound-rated lockable compression latches, stainless 
steel hinges and sturdy synthetic handles. Exceeding industry stan- 
dards, the Bear Track cases are not something a luggage-belt mon- 
key is going to rip open as it goes by, nor will it deform when some- 
one else’s jron-bound trunk gets thrown on it. 

Stock items include a 22 x 13 x 6.5" two-tier handgun case that 
will handle half a dozen large-frame handguns, and a 52 x 14.5 x 
4,5" double nfle case that will hold two scoped rifles, a 50 x 12 x 
10” safari case, a 42 x 10 x 4.5" carbine case and a 36 x 14.5 x 4,5" 
folding shotgun case. These, as all their products, are available in 
natural aluminum or textured powder-coatings. 

In addition, the Robertsons actively seek custom business. They 
build custom cases for everything from fancy. fly rods that cost a 
month of my wages, to delicate medical gear. Need a custom case 
to haul a computer or your 1919 watercooled on the plane? See Bear 
Track, If you need ideas for your custom case, Bob is a font of 
knowledge and helpful suggestions. Bear Claw Cases can do it — 
and at prices less than you are used to paying for serial-production 
cases of considerably less quality that probably won’t fit. Speaking 
of price, the two-tier handgun case costs only $175, and the double 
rifle case only $225 (plus $15 USA shipping). Odds are against our 
getting such a mission, but if we ever have.to carry the Crown 
Jewels, this is what we’d use. 

Order direct or contact them for a quote on your custom specifi- 
cations: 


Bear Track Cases, Dept. SOF, 
43 Dunham Rd., Rolling Hills, WY 82637 
phone: 307-436-2814; fax: 307-436-808 | 
e-mail: beartrak@coffey.com 


Knives of Alaska 


“Good as it gets” is the impression one gets examining any of 
the Knives of Alaska working knives — and that impression grows 
when you put them to hard use. A good example is their Military 
Brown Bear Combination Set SOF’s Dwight Swift tested on a cari- 
bou hunt in Alaska, voted knife of the year in 1994. The 1/4-inch 
thick Brown Bear Skinner-Cleaver is made from D-2 high-chromi- 
um tool steel, hardened to RC 56-58, and has a perfect Ulu-style 
radius for skinning and chopping without changing tools. 

Just forward of the hilt the blade has an ample hole for your fore- 
finger and precise serrations on the back for your thumb, which 
guarantee the knife will not stray and helps in maintaining the right 
angle of attack where the hide is skinning from the flesh. 

Control is further enhanced by checkered rubber grips riveted to the 
full tang, and four ample finger grooves therein. There is a generous lan- 
yard hole in the butt for when you are working in water or other situa- 
tions conductive to dropping your tool. Swift found that caping out his 
caribou was no problem with the Brown Bear combination set along. 

The combination set comes in a black, heavy leather sheath, and 
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two outside pockets on the sheath hold a sharpening steel with a 
titanium diboron surface, and a Cub Bear caping knife. The Cub 
Bear features the same materials as the Brown Bear Skinner- 
Cleaver, hardened to RC 56-57, and is partly serrated. It also has a 
generous lanyard hole: It is perfectly shaped for control on the fine 
cuts when caping or boning. 

Shaving sharp right out of the box, this is no-nonsense gear 
that’s good for a lifetime of hard use. 


Knives of Alaska, Dept. SOF 
123 Main, Denison, TX 75020 
phone: 903-463-7112; fax: 903-463-7165 


Spec Plus Survival Machete 


As the name implies, this offering from Ontario Knife Company 
is designed to help ensure you make it back alive. In other words, 
it’s a tool you’d stake your life on, and in our opinion your trust 
would not be misplaced. 

The SP8 is rock solid and well-designed, built of 1095 steel and 
black polymer coated for further corrosion resistance and ease of 
cleaning. Its 1/4-inch thick blade is 10 inches long and nearly 2 inch- 
es deep. The square nose tapers to a knife edge suitable for digging, 
and is more easily inserted into a crevasse or between anything you 
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need to pry apart. The center 6-1/2 inches of the spine is milled in a 
push-cut diamond-tip saw pattern not unlike the old Swiss engineer’s 
bayonet, and it saws very well through wood or aluminum sheet. The 
blade is hefty enough to use its flat as a hammer. 

The comfortably ribbed rubber handle is soft enough to give a 
good grip and be comfortable, but not so sticky as to work quick 
blisters; there is a brass-grommeted lanyard hole at the rear of the 
grip, through the full-tang handle. 

The blade is hollow-ground down to the edge, which ts finished 
to a fairly obtuse, but sharp, edge after polymer coating. Except for 
the points of the saw portion, the black polymer coating was intact 
after the tests of sawing, cutting, whacking, chopping, digging. 

The Spec Plus Survival Machete comes in a rugged leather-and- 
synthetic snap-open scabbard that has a loop generous enough to fit 
over a GI web belt. As with all of Ontario’s Spec Plus line, the SP8 
is a tool we can recommend without hesitation — a tool you can 
indeed count on in a survival situation. 

Available at Ontario Knife dealers: For the one nearest you 
contact: 


Ontario Knife Company, Dept SOF 
Box 145, Franklin, NY 14737 
Phone: 716-676-5527; fax: 7] 6-676-5535 


Colt Pathfinder Tactical 


Like manufacturers and merchants 
everywhere, the able cutlers in Taiwan will 
produce what the market demands. 
Unfortunately for the many quality manu- 
facturers in Taiwan, grist for the junk mer- 
chants who fill the “homeowner” tool bins 
at Safeway cast a stigma on all the island’s 
manufacturers for many years. Now, most 
American tool companies — the names you 
recognize — have at least part of their prod- 
uct line made in Taiwan, including many 
top-end products, such as Colt’s new 
Tactical Pathfinder. The design, materials 
and workmanship of this instrument would 
be a credit to any knifemaker, anywhere. 
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With an overall length of !2-7/8 inches and a blade of 8 inch- 
es, Colt’s Tactical is made from !/4-thick 420 J2 stainless steel. It 
features textured, hardcoated aluminum grips with rubber grip 
inserts. The part-serrated, hollow-ground blade features an angu- 
lar Tanto style point grind and a shackle-wrench cutout, and has 
a bead-blasted finish. 

Slightly point heavy, it fills the hand and hangs well. This robust 
tool chopped well, cut synthetic line well and the point geometry is 
such it begged to be thrust into car doors, steel drums and the like. 
The form and texture of the grip never let it slip throughout any of 
this abuse. There is an ample lanyard hole in the butt, and this would 
be a very good underwater knife. 

It comes in an impact-resistant synthetic sheath that will fit over 
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a pistol belt or take standard LBE hooks. As a bonus is included a 
Gl-style lensatic compass in its own nylon pouch. 
This is a serious knife, well designed and flawlessly wrought. 


United Cutlery Brands, Dept. SOF 
1425 United Blvd., Sevierville, TN 37876 
phone: 423-428-2532; fax: 423-428-2267 


Short Sword 


Combat with hand weapons probably reached its zenith shortly 
before the advent of firearms. In Europe, armies were initially 
raised from among the agrarian population of whomever was 
attacking or defending the particular piece of turf or principle that 
caused the dispute. And most such medieval weapons used in these 
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wars began as adaptations of basic agricultural or foraging instru- 


ments — plowshares and pruning hooks, if you will, which had 
been beat into swords. That adaptive process has come full circle 
with Gutman Cutlery’s Short Sword. Unlike the classic Roman- 
style. short sword in both design and materials, this instrument is 
crafted in Seki, Japan from AUS-8 stainless, and features a matte 
Teflon finish, Kraton grip and a tough riveted Kydex sheath. 
Workmanship is what one would expect from the guilds in Seki, and 
the unique design merits some comment. 

Out of the box, the Short Sword reminds one of a turn-of-the- 
century European saber-style bayonet but with a more pronounced 
forward-swept, thinner blade, that has less belly than a machete but 
more than a saber. The bevel of the grind on our specimen is straight 
and not too acute — about what you’d probably put on a large 
Bowie you intended use for chopping. And as a chopper is where 
this “sword” comes full circle as a very good field tool. 

With the excellent grip provided by its Kraton handle and the 
good reach by the nearly 15-inch blade, the Short Sword is an excel- 
lent light brush and vine cutter, handier than an equivalent-size 
machete, and it’s quiet. We don’t know if it’s the Teflon coating or 
the soft synthetic handle or its configuration, but the Short Sword 
does not ring when it cuts through a dry branch as does a typical GI 
machete. There are times when this feature alone would make the 
Short Sword the field chopper of choice. Except for the common 
axe-handled brush hook, it would be hard to find a better tool for 
working your way through those wild cane-berry patches up in the 
Northwest — and this is a light-but-effective woods companion one 
could swing all day. As long as there are Nikes and nickel-plated 
revolvers we do not plan to be in any sword fights, but as a very 
good tool we give the Short Sword a thumbs up. Available from 


Gutmann Cutlery, Dept. SOF 
Box 2219, Bellingham, WA 98227 
phone: 360-650-9141; fax: 360-676-1075. 
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is also must reading for law- 


Gun Laws of America 


By Alan Korwin with Attorney Michael P. Anthony. 


It has often been said that knowledge is power. More impor- 
tantly, knowledge can keep you out of jail! Did you know that using 
food stamps to obtain firearms or ammunition is grounds for per- 
manent disqualification from the food-stamp program? Have you 
ever wondered what laws pertain to war trophies or “battlefield sou- 
venirs?” If you are denied a firearm because inaccurate information 
turned up during your Brady Law check can you sue the govern- 
ment? The answers to these and scores of other firearms related 
question can be found in Alan Korwin’s latest fact filled book, Gun 
Laws of America. 

If you own a gun, are 
considering getting a gun, or 
even if you think you know 
all there is to know about the 
legal aspects of firearms, this 
378-page book definitely 
belongs on your bookshelf. It 
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enforcement officers, judges, Published 
and defense as well as prose- ST 


cuting attorneys. 

In addition to collecting 
and printing every federal gun 
law on the books, author 
Korwin provides the reader/ 
researcher with much-needed 
“plain-English” summaries of 
the laws. From tracing the his- 
tory of America’s gun laws 
from 1791 to up to date infor- 
mation on the Brady Law and 
the soon-to-be Orwellian 
Brady II law, Gun Laws of 
America covers a wide range 
of firearms topics from the 
Militia to the National Guard 
to free ammo and governmen- 
tal limits. It’s like having a 
complete gun-law library in 
one book. 

In addition to this latest 
offering, the author has also 
published equally  well- 
researched-and-written gun 
owner’s guides for Arizona, 
California, Florida, Texas and 
Virginia, with more to come. 
These state guides provide a 
wealth of knowledge not only 
on individual state laws but 
also detailed information on ele TD a 
the many “hows,” “whys” and “what ifs” of concealed-carry. 
Remember, relying on rumor can get you arrested. Get the facts. 
And, if publishing great books weren’t enough, Alan Korwin and 
Bloomfield Press will keep its customers up to date on the ever- 
changing firearms laws, 


\ 


BLOOMFIELD PRESS 








by Alan Korwin 
ees rea oe ROEM Le TOI 





Bloomfield Press, Dept SOF 
12629 N. Tatum, #440, Phoenix,AZ 8503 
phone: 602-996-4020; fax: 602-494-0679 
order line: 800-707-4020; Order Line, website: 
http: /www.bloomfieldpress.com. 
378 pages. $19.95 plus $3.00 p&h. 


—Richard L. Sherrow & 
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he history of the Colt’s Patent Fire Arms Manufacturing 

Company is replete with scores of innovative and famous 

designs. However, two stand out above all others: the Single 

Action Army model and Model of 1911 .45 ACP pistol. Both are 
still very much alive. Cowboy action shooting has given the Model of 
1873 revolver a new lease on life and the M1911] has remained popular 
since the year of its adoption. 

For almost four decades only one version of the M1911 was avail- 
able, the full-size Government Model. Early in 1950, a light-weight 
pistol, available in calibers 9mm Parabellum, .38 Super and .45 ACP 
was introduced as the Commander Model. It featured a 4.25-inch bar- 
rel and a round ring-type hammer. ALCOA supplied the alloy frame 
forgings from a material called “COLTALLOY.” This popular configu- 
ration is still available. 

During the mid-1980s an even smaller vanant, called the Colt 
Officer’s ACP Model was introduced. It featured a 3 5/8-inch barrel 
and was available with either a stainless steel slide and frame or a stain- 
less steel slide with a light-weight alloy frame. 

In recent years Colt has been pushed: hard by a bevy of competitors 
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producing M1911-type pistols, The 10-round 
magazine ban has, if anything, further 
increased the popularity of the M1911 type. 
Colt’s recent introduction of the ultra com- 
pact Defender .45 ACP pistol is a clear 
attempt to regain its prominence in this 
arena. A substantial effort in the redesign and 
further compaction of this highly improved 
Officer’s ACP Model was directed to the 
human engineering of the pistol. The benefits 
have been significant and the result more 
than just a little successful. _ 

Soldier Of Fortune was recently sent a 
production series specimen of the Colt 
Defender for test and evaluation. Length, 

overall, is 6.75 inches (171.45 mm) from 


the muzzle to the tip of the beavertail. The 
height, with a magazine installed and 
including the rear sight, is 5.0 inches (127.0 
mm). The maximum width, at the grip pan- 
els, is 1.2 inches (30.5 mm). The weight, 
empty, is 25.8 ounces (731.4 grams) with 
magazine. The six-groove barrel is only 3 
inches (76.2 mm) in length and has a left- 
hand twist of one turn in 16 inches. 

A standard Officer’s ACP lightweight 
frame with minor modifications has been 
machined from an aluminum alloy forging. 
The frame is provided with a unique Teflon- 
impregnated electroless nickel finish. This 
new finish offers superior 
corrosion resistance, 


his pistol functions by the principles perfected by John Moses 
Browning, with some small but significant changes. Locked- 
breech, short recoil-operated, the barrel and slide are locked together 
by two ribs on top of the barrel in front of the chamber which engage 
two recesses in the underside of the slide. They are securely locked 
together during the moment of high chamber pressure and they travel 
rearward a short distance still firmed mated to each other. During 

| recoil, the barrel swings backward on its link which 1s attached to the 
frame by the slide stop’s axis pin passing through it. As rearward trav- 


Method of Operation 


el continues, the barrel is forced downward an away from the slide. The 

barrel’s rearward travel ceases when it strikes its stop in the frame, while 

the slide continues backward to complete extraction and ejection of the 

empty case before rebounding by means of the telescoping recoil spring 
; system to strip and chamber another round from the chamber. 

The coned barrel no longer interfaces with a conventional bushing as 
found on the Colt Officer’s ACP pistols and others in the Colt M1911 
series. Instead, when in battery, the muzzle locks into what Colt calls a 
“precision-engineered” hole in the front of the slide. This substantially 
increases the Defender’s accuracy potential. A clearance bevel has been 
machined into the top of the muzzle end of the barrel. A coned barrel con- 
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greater lubricity and enhanced durability. 
The Defender’s ultra-compact slide is a 
machined forging, made from a 400 series 
martensitic stainless steel (a premium stain- 
less-steel alloy). 

The slide has small bevels machined at 
the corners on the front (top and bottom) 
and rear (bottom) to inhibit snagging. The 
right side of the slide is marked “LIGHT- 


(above) Colt Defender features exceptionally 
low perceived recoil and above average accu- 
racy potential. Colt Defender’s telescoping 
recoil spring system (left) was developed to 
reduce felt recoil, muzzle rise and rotation, to 
provide more rapid target reacquisition after 
each shot. 


figuration was first used on the ill-fated 
Detonics .45 ACP pistol. 

The firing pin block of the Series 80 
Colts has been retained. A hole inside the 
slide, on the right side, contains a spring- 
loaded firing pin block plunger, which is 
held in place by a modified firing pin. Two 
levers in the frame — a trigger bar lever 
attached to the sear pin and a plunger lever | 
connected to the hammer — operate the fir- 
ing pin block mechanism. When the trigger 
is pulled, the trigger bar lever rotates rear- | 
ward and causes the plunger lever to rise | 
against the firing pin block plunger, driving | 
it upward so the spring-loaded inertia firing | 
pin can move forward through a notch in the 
plunger. When the trigger is released the 
plunger’s spring pushes it downward to 
once more block the firing pin. All of this 
has an adverse efect on the trigger pull 
weight which was 5.75 pounds on our test 
specimen. — PG.K. 
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WEIGHT” and the left side carries the 
Rampant Colt logo and “COLT DEFEND- 
ER SERIES 90”. The ejection port is of the 
now almost standard enlarged and beveled 
type to enhance functional reliability and 
prevent denting the empty cases. The rear 
cocking serrations are deeply machined. 
Another new, and excellent, feature on 
this pistol is the low-profile high-visibility 
sight system. The blade-type front sight, 
with a single white dot, is dovetailed to the 
slide and can be tapped to the right or left to 
correct for lateral zero. The large open 
Square-notch rear sight, also dovetailed to 
the slide, has a white dot on each side of the 
notch. The back surface of the rear sight has 
been serrated to reduce glare. This back sur- 
face has been extended downward into a 
machined notch in the slide to increase its 
surface area and consequently speed acqui- 
sition of the rear sight. The sights have a 
black-oxide finish. Due to the geometry of 
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Colt Defender proved to be reliable with a wide range of ammunition. 


these sights, self-luminous tritium sights 
could be easily installed. 

One of the Defender’s most interesting 
features is its telescoping recoil spring sys- 
tem. It was developed to reduce felt recoil, 
muzzle rise and rotation, to provide more 
rapid target reacquisition after each shot. Be 
advised, however, that the concept of tele- 
scoping recoil spring assemblies is not new. 
Examples can be found going back as far as 
almost 60 years ago. The first example of a 
telescoping recoil (or “operating”) spring 
assembly that I know of was that of the 
German MP38/40_ series of 9mm 
Parabellum submachine guns, which were 
developed in the mid-1930s. In most 
instances, telescoping recoil spring assem- 
blies have been used by designers when one 
of the design priorities was a compressed, 
or compact, envelope. 

The Colt Defender’s telescoping recoil 
Spring group consists of a small diameter 


— 


Colt Defender is noticeably shorter than the Colt Officer's ACP. 


58 


| personally familiar and in whom I have the 


eons of the M191i are never sat- 
isfied. For more than half a century 
pistolsmiths have been filing, stoning, 
polishing, grinding, soldering, welding, 
hammering and changing parts on the .45 
auto pistol. Why? Is the design defec- 
tive? Most certainly not. Is it poorly exe- 
cuted in production series? Not necessar- 
ily. This constant tinkering and honing is 
no more or less than an expression of 
devotion for what is arguably the best 


Tuning For Armed 
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combat handgun that ever slapped leather. 
Many still carry an M1911-type pistol into 
the deepest shadows of danger. 
Professionals whose lives may well 
depend upon this tool of the trade will 
spare no expense to obtain the ultimate 
degree of reliability and performance, real 
or imagined. Is this obsession for perfec- 
tion any different from that of the profes- 
sional race car driver? I think not. 

Let me say at the onset, the new | 
Defender is the best .45 ACP pistol Colt has 
produced in over a decade. It symbolizes 
their commitment to take back the M1911 
pistol market, which historicaliy belongs to 
them. The Defender can be stuffed into a 
holster, right out of the factory box. 
Nevertheless, I could not resist having it 
tweaked, just a little. While the Colt 
Custom Shop is fully qualified to do work 
of this type, I used those with whom I am 













































utmost confidence. DVC Armaments, a 
subsidiary of G.G.& G. (Dept. SOF, 3602 
East 42nd Stravenue, Tucson, AZ 85713; 
phone: 520-748-7167; fax: 520-748-7583; 
web site: http://www.gggaz.com) has 
developed an enviable gunsmithing reputa- 
tion among armed professionals in the 
Southwestern United States. 

The following is the brief list of work 
performed with the cost in parenthesis. 
Only one thing really bothered me about 
the Defender: its trigger-pull weight, which 
was 5.75 pounds. The more you shoot, the 
more trigger sensitive you become. DVC 
Armaments lowered the  trigger-pull 
weight to a crisp 4.25 pounds ($85) — 
about as low as you can go with a Series 80 
trigger mechanism. They also polished the 
feed ramps ($50), tuned the extractor 
($20), removed some burrs from the ejec- 
tion port ($50) and refit the thumb safety 
($15). That’s all that I felt was required, 
and you could justifiably argue about any 
of this except the trigger job. 

Those who might very well live or die 
as a consequence of the handgun strapped 
to their side, must ask themselves how 
highly they value their continued exis- 
tence on this earth. Professional gun han- 
dlers will usually spare no expense and 
will expend no small amount of time in 
practice to increase the odds in their favor. 
Wouldn’t you? — PGK. | 
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spring held captive on a guide rod which 
has a sheet-metal end piece attached to the 
guide rod with a spring clip. At the front end 
of this component group is a steel sheet- 
metal tube. During the recoil stroke, the 
front half of the guide rod protrudes out the 
front of the tube. Around the outside of the 
tube rides a larger diameter spring. The 
entire assembly is held in place by an open- 
ended spring cup that interfaces with the 
slide. During the recoil stroke, the guide rod 
also projects out the front of the slide. 

The Defender is equipped with a ring- 
type hammer of a slightly different configu- 


ration than that of the original Commander 
hammer. In keeping with the current fetish, 
the hole in the Defender’s hammer is oval, 
rather than round. 

The skeletonized, thermoplastic trigger 
is the best I’ve ever encountered on a Colt- 
made M1911-type. Carrying no serrations, 
it is smooth, which is exactly what we’re 
looking for in a trigger designed for serious 
social purposes. 

The extended thumb safety is also the very 
best Colt ever installed on one of their .45 pis- 
tols. By today’s standards, this is an absolute- 
ly essential component for a fighting .45. 


Slapping sales oh 






or the last 30 years I have slapped leather out of holsters designed and hand-crafted 
by some of the greatest holster makers of this era: my close friend, the late Bruce 
Nelson; Milt Sparks; Ken Null and Greg Kramer. Holsters from all of these craftsmen 
will more than just do and still hang on the belts of pistoleros throughout the country. In 
addition, about a decade ago during the war in El Salvador I started using custom holsters 
made by Sam Andrews (Andrews Custom Leather, Dept. SOF, Route 4, Box 48, Alachua, 
FL 32615; phone: 904-462-0576 — send $2 for catalog). 

Sam has been crafting custom combat holsters for 21 years. Located in north-central 
Florida, near Gainesville, and just one hour south of the Georgia border, his customer 
base now circles the globe, with a significant percentage of law enforcement personnel 
and now an even larger clientele of civilians, as a consequence of the spate of concealed- 
carry legislation passed throughout the United States in the last several years. 

Sam uses only number one grades of oak-tanned cowhide. All of his holsters are hand- 
molded and stitched with heavy bonded nylon thread, which is sealed to protect against 
the environment. Many of his holsters and belts feature a suede lining. 

One of Sam’s most interesting designs is the Hybrid Saddle Holster, a high-riding 
strong-side scabbard. This model is a “hybrid” of Sam’s original Saddle Style Holster. 
This extremely flat concealment rig is molded on a curve to follow the shape of the hip. 
The outer leather is larger than the inner strip to create a perfect pocket for the handgun, 
regardless of configuration. Fully suede-lined, all hardware is covered or countersunk. 
Made with a full-length molded sight track, this model is available with an open top or 
thumbreak configuration. The Hybrid Saddle model features a front cutaway to enhance 
the speed of the draw stroke. The grip area is cut away as well for faster access. There is 
an adjustable tension screw for added security. This is sufficient for me, as I do not care 
for thumbreak designs. 

The Hybrid Saddle Holster’s most unique features is a full-length spring steel rein- 
forcement incorporated down the front of the holster. This prevents leather stretch and 
holds the holster tightly against the body. Even pistols as large as a Colt Government 
Model can be effectively concealed with this holster, which costs $85. 

A pouch containing a single magazine is more than sufficient for concealed carry. 
Andrews Pancake Mag Pouch carries the spare magazine high and close with comfort. A 
shield at the back prevents the magazine’s floorplate from rubbing against your clothing 
and digging uncomfortably into your body. This pouch costs only $25. 

































— P.G.K. 





OCTOBER 1998 ee SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 






















Shrinking Colts, from top to bottom: Colt-made 
M1911A1 Government Model from World War Il, 
Colt Commander, Colt Officer's ACP Model, 
and new Colt Defender. 


The frame has been undercut at the top 
of the front strap to bring the firing grip 
upward and thus closer to the bore’s axis. 
This is one of several elements designed to 
reduce felt recoil. 

The grip safety, of the so-called beaver- 
tail-type, represents an enormous improve- 
ment. A Colt proprietary design, it features 
a flared vertical hump to ensure disengage- 
ment of the safety during the firing stroke. 
Its tang is more than large enough to com- 
pletely contain the hammer and prevent it 
from biting the hand. The grip safety has 
also been raised up to move the hand closer 
to the barrel. This component is a prime 
example of Colt’s new commitment to bring 
the highest possible level of human engi- 
neering to their product line. 

The flat-type mainspring housing direct- 
ly below the grip safety is serrated and 
made of a gray thermoplastic. It will more 
than do, but as a consequence of my own 
personal idiosyncrasies, I have changed that 
out with a stainless steel Ed Brown main- 
spring housing with 30 LPI checkering that 
I obtained from Brownells (Dept. SOF, 200 
South Front Street, Montezuma, IA 50171; 
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phone: 515-623-5401; fax: 515-623-3896). 

The magazine-well is only slightly 
beveled. It is sufficient, as I experienced no 
problems with inserting magazines under 
simulated stress. The magazine catch/ 
release button is exactly where it has been 
for almost nine decades. Nothing needs to 
be changed there. Magazines, empty or 
loaded, fall cleanly away when the 
catch/release is depressed. 

The single-column, detachable box-type 
magazines are of the traditional Colt M191] 
type, which is to say that the floorplates are 
not removable. A pity, as that would speed 
the required disassembly. The stainless steel 
magazine bodies are equipped with five 
indicator holes on each side and a high-vis- 
ibility orange plastic follower. Original 
Officer’s ACP magazines held only six 
rounds. The capacity has been increased to 
seven. Two are supplied with each pistol. 

The Colt Defender comes with Hogue 









Caliber: 
Operation: 


45 ACP. 


_ Colt Defender 
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Locked-breech, short-recoil, semiautomatic, single-action trigger system with 


Colt Defender has many standard features 
usually considered to be custom options, 
such as extended thumb safety; skeletonized, 
thermoplastic trigger; beavertail grip safety of 
proprietary design; and low-profile, high-visi- 
bility sight system. 


black pebble-grained, wrap-around, “rub- 
ber” grip panels featuring finger grooves 
and molded over hard plastic panels to add 
rigidity. I don’t like them; my hands are far 
too large for the finger grooves. More 
important, rubber grip panels are too tacky 
and do not permit readjustment of the firing 
grip during the draw stroke, if required. 
That can be dangerous. 

We replaced them with a pair of Kim 
Ahrends cocobolo tactical grips supplied by 
DVC Armaments, a subsidiary of G.G.& G. 
Beautifully executed, they cost $50. There 
is a smooth depression on the left grip panel 
directly in back of the magazine catch/ 














frame-mounted thumb and grip safeties. 






Weight, empty: 
Length, overall: 
Width: 

Barrel: 

Barrel length: 
Feed: 


With magazine: 25.8 ounces (731.4 grams). 






Muzzle to tip of beavertail: 6.75 inches (171.45 mm). 





|.2 inches (30.5 mm) at the grip panels. 






Six-groove, left-hand twist of one turn in 16 inches. 
3 inches (76.2 mm). 


Single-column, detachable box-type 
magazine with seven-round capacity. 






Sights: Low-profile, high-visibility sight sys- 
tem. Blade-type front sight, with a 
single white dot, is dovetailed to the 
slide and can be tapped to the right 
or left to correct for lateral zero. 
Large open square-notch rear sight, 
also dovetailed to the slide has a 
white dot on each side of the notch. 
Back surface of rear sight serrated 
to reduce glare and extended down- 
ward into a machined notch in the 
slide to increase its surface area and 
consequently speed acquisition of 
the rear sight. 

Finish: Stainless steel slide. Frame has a 
Teflon-impregnated electroless nick- 
el finish. 


$750. 


Coit's Manufacturing Co., Inc., Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 1868, Hartford, CT 
06144-1868; phone: 800-962-COLT; 
fax: 860-244-1449; web site: 
hetp://www.colt.com., 


Price: 


Manufacturer: 





Colt Defender .45 ACP pistol, 
fieldstripped. 





Best Colt-made .45-auto pistol in two 
decades. Design exhibits heavy emphasis on human engineering. Many standard 
features usually considered to be custom options. Exceptionally low perceived 

recoil.Above average accuracy potential, Reliable with a wide range of ammuni- 
tion. Competitively priced. Compact envelope. 


T&E summary: 
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release. The left grip panel also comes up 
far enough to protect the plunger spring 
tube. You cannot install a finer pair of grip 
panels on an M1911. 

We tested the Colt Defender’s reliability 
to the maximum extent possible. Over a 
thousand rounds of 13 different loads were 
used to probe the Defender’s weaknesses, if 
any. Four types of Winchester ammunition 
were fired in the Defender: 230-grain 
Jacketed Hollow Point (JHP) (product 
#Q4243), 230-grain JHP — subsonic 
(#XSUB45A), Black Talon 230-grain JHP 
(#S45A), and 185-grain Silvertip Hollow 
Point (#X45ASHP5). Black Hills accounted 
for another four loads: 230-grain JHP, 
230-grain Full Metal Jacket (FM)J), 
200-grain JHP, and 185-grain JHP. We 
also utilized Federal’s 230-grain Hi- 
Shok JHP (45D), PMC’s El Dorado 
Starfire 230-grain JHP (#C45SFA), two 
Cor-Bon .45+P loads: 230-grain JHP at 
950 fps and 185-grain JHP at 1,150 fps, 
and finally, my own reloaded ammuni- 
tion with 6.3 grains of Unique in back 
of a 230-grain Round Nose Lead 
(RNL) bullet. 

Two so-called “Commander Syn- 
drome” stoppages were observed. Both 
were operator-induced. During the 
recoil stroke, if even slight upward 
pressure is applied to the slide stop 
lever, it may pop up into its notch on 
the slide and lock the slide rearward at 
a most inopportune moment. Only the 
185-grain Cor-Bon .45+P JHP ammu- 
nition would not feed reliably through 
the Colt Defender. In this instance, 
who cares? This is not ammunition I 
would recommend under any circum- 
stances. When it does manage to leave 
the muzzle and strike soft tissue, it will 
invariably over-expand and under-penetrate. 
Exclusive of the Cor-Bon 185-grain JHP, 
there were no other stoppages of any kind. 

Considering the reduced envelope and 
lightweight frame, perceived recoil is 











Continued on page 87 
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decade ago, news reports marked 
the event as just another footnote in 
the annals of Cold-War weapons 
development: On 29 September 
1988, the People’s Republic of 
China detonated its first neutron bomb. 

On that same day, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation began a probe that reached a 
disturbing conclusion. The technology 
enabling China to build this strategic 
weapon was not independently developed 
by its scientists. It had been stolen by com- 
munist spies, from supercomputers in the 
top-secret Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory in California. 

China’s spy coup against the U.S. 
evoked little public notice at the time, 
much less official reaction. Uncle Sam’s 
spy hunters were pre-occupied with the 
Soviet Union and Warsaw Pact. But was 
the Livermore espionage case and the 
acquisition of China’s first neutron bomb 
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by James L. Pate 
and James Norell 


an isolated intelligence success? Or was it 
merely one notch in the gun of Chinese 
spymasters, whose long-range aim is to 
target not only U.S. technology, but our 
national infrastructure, our domestic secu- 
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rity, our very way of life? 

What if deep-cover Chinese agents, 
infiltrated into the U.S. years ago, gradu- 
ally have purchased sufficient influence to 
steer Clinton and his administration’s poli- 
cies toward crippling consequences for 
our nation? What if the business zeal of 
U.S.-based multinationals, greedy for a 
place at the corporate trough of the 
world’s largest marketplace, subverts any 
sense of national loyalty? 

What if specially trained saboteurs and 
training cadres are hidden among the flood of 
illegal Chinese immigrants, organizing 
Chinese street gangs in West Coast cities, 
with access to automatic weapons smuggled 
in and cached by secret agents, waiting for 
orders to activate at some propitious moment, 
perhaps during a national emergency? 

What if every time U.S. Customs agents 
get close to busting Chinese-backed gun- 
runners — in such undercover operations as 
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last year’s Dragon Fire and Operation 
Leatherneck in 1990 — the investigations 
are mysteriously compromised at a crucial 
juncture? (See “Operation Leatherneck” 
and “Leatherneck IT” Jan. and Feb. ’95.) 
What if the credibility of honest agents 
is attacked when those agents voice suspi- 
cions of corruption in such internally sabo- 
taged investigations of Chinese gunrun- 
ning? What if those agents are suddenly 
prey to a harsh bureaucratic retribution, 
including accusations of criminality, mental 
instability and retroactive incompetence? 


Not Hypothetical Cases 


Sounds far-fetched, doesn’t it? But there 
is a mounting body of evidence, seemingly 
unrelated events unfolding over a period of 
years and collected from widely disparate 
and mostly uncoordinated news reports and 
government documents, suggesting other- 
wise. Soldier Of Fortune will explore these 
and other questions, in this introductory 
overview and in subsequent articles to be 
published over the next several months. 

To be sure, such a scenario may be fod- 
der for another good Grade-B movie plot. 
But maybe not. Stranger things have 
already happened. 

What if President Clinton signed an 
executive order mandating the automatic 
declassification of millions of the govern- 
ment’s oldest secrets? It happened three 
years ago and applies to all government 
agencies, including the Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) and the National Security 
Agency (NSA). Not until late-July was it 
revealed that only the FBI has a blanket 
exemption. (Perhaps Billy Boy is a bit 
squeamish about having people know just 
what he was up to in the Soviet Union dur- 
ing his college days.) 

What if the Clinton Administration gave 
China the entire U.S. patent database — 160 
years of proprietary data and drawings on 
magnetic tape — free of charge? Just to 
sweeten the deal, they update it weekly. 
This actually happened, at a time when 





news reports were focused, instead, on con- 
gressional handwringing over China’s pira- 
cy of songs and movies owned by Clinton’s 
liberal political benefactors in Hollywood 
and New York. 

What if the U.S. sold China impossible- 
to-get machine tools suitable for the manu- 
facture and repair of such strategic bombers 
as Boeing’s B-1? What might be the geopo- 
litical repercussions if our government sold 
Cray supercomputers, essential to advanced 
weapons development, to China? Under 
Clinton, this and other so-called “dual-use 
technology,” with both military and civilian 
applications, have been conveyed to the 
Red Chinese. 

On 12 June, Vice President Al Gore 
announced the declassification and release of 
the Navy’s secret deep-ocean thermal imag- 
ing database, according to cyber columnist 
Joseph Farah, of the WorldNetDaily. This 
technology secret has heretofore been used 
exclusively by our Navy to cloak strategic- 
attack subs hiding in deep-ocean trenches. 
The Navy is also in the process of declassi- 
fying its deep-ocean Sound Surveillance 
System, Farah reported, an underwater lis- 
tening network used to detect the movement 
of submarines in strategic areas. 

Spokesmen for Gore and Clinton are 
adamant that this giveaway of military tech- 
nology is in our national security interests, 
optimistic that China’s good will and 
solemn promises, in the case of the deep- 
ocean thermal data, will empower a better 
means to forecast global warming trends 
such as El Nino. “The acoustical data,” they 
noted seriously, “can also be used to track 
whale migrations ... ” 

Or what about selling China our Global 
Positioning System, crucial to ballistic mis- 
sile guidance and the precise movement of 
armies and navies, or encryption secrets 
which have now made the Chinese mili- 
tary’s command-and-control apparatus 
impervious to electronic eavesdropping by 
the National Security Agency? 


By Clinton’s hand, it’s all been done — 
much of it over the specific objections of his 
own secretaries of state and defense, and the 
heads of NSA and the Central Intelligence 


= Agency. Had most of these technologies 


been in the hands of Saddam Hussein dur- 
ing the Gulf War with Iraq, U.S. casualties 
could have been astronomical. 


(far left) U.S. President Bill Clinton and 
Chinese President Jiang Zemin review honor 
guard upon Clinton’s 27 June arrival at the 
East Plaza of the Great Hall of the People, in 
Beijing. Various solons and human-rights 
groups protested the trip, which wags have 
suggested was for Clinton to accept PRC’s 
Employee of the Year Award. (left) President 
Jiang Zemin is leader of a nation of more than 
a billion people that has bragged they can field 
an army of more than 200,000,000. Despite the 
peaceful platitudes during Clinton’s trip, as we 
go to press the PRC announced they have 
added another six nuclear missiles to those 
already targeting the United States. 
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If all this sounds weird, Clinton 
is living proof of an axiom by some- 
one who does inhale, gonzo journal- 
ist Hunter Thompson: When the 
going gets weird, the weird turn pro. 

Try this: Clinton is arguably the 
most anti-gun president to ever sit in 
the White House. In 1994, he won 
passage of his cherished ban on the 
import of military-type semiautomat- 
ic rifles. Overnight, a_ civilian 
weapons export market worth hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars annually 
to the Chinese vanished with 
Clinton’s signature. 

But with one more stroke of the 
pen last year, Clinton put the Chinese 
government’s gun-manufacturing 
companies back on the U.S. gravy 
train. Meanwhile, hundreds of law- 
abiding U.S. gun dealers, small busi- 
nessmen who lost orders from China 
in the mid-stream of commerce, got 
screwed. China ended up with their 
money and their guns. 

Clinton apparently was more con- 
cerned about the financial interests of 
China’s state-owned arms merchants, 
Poly Technologies, Inc. and Norinco, 
a commercial business arm of the 
People’s Liberation Army. 

Clinton’s ballyhooed gun ban was 
a campaign full of wonderful, liquid 
shining clabber about being tough on 
crime, about how safe America’s 
streets would be now that these types 
of weapons were banned. Yet, less 
than two years later, on 2 February 
1996, a Clinton import waiver was 
granted for Norinco and Poly 
Technologies to import 100,000 
AKM rifles. 

The semiauto AK-47 variant is 
designed specifically for the civilian 
market — just the type of weapon 
Clinton paraded before the public as 
an evil instrument of death, unsuit- 
able for sport shooting. 

Curiously, the Chinese compa- 
nies were confident enough about 
obtaining the waiver that the ship- 
ment was already at sea when 
Clinton actually put pen to paper in China’s 
behalf! 

Four days after Clinton signed China’s 
waiver, the president of Poly Technologies, 
Wang Jun, was granted a White House audi- 
ence with Clinton. Wang Jun’s visit was 
sponsored by an old Friend of Bill, Ernest 
Green, an Arkansas native who is now a 
managing director of an investment firm in 
Washington. 

Another FOB also sponsoring Wang’s 
visit to see Clinton was a Little Rock restau- 
rateur named Yah Lin “Charlie” Trie, a 
mainland Chinese immigrant who’s now a 
U.S. citizen. Could Trie be a sleeper agent? 

To hear First Lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton tell it, Charlie was a small business- 
man whose restaurant made the best egg 
rolls or the best chop suey in Little Rock. 
Whatever it was, Charlie must have sold a 
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This Chinese commo satellite, (above), and photo satellite, 
(below), may not be the very leading edge, but as American 
technology is passed over to them by greedy American com- 
panies with the way paved by sleazy politicians, we can 
expect their technology to soon approximate the West's. 
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lot of the stuff, because he was able to 
donate $640,000 to Clinton’s defense fund, 
set up to help the First Bubba pay his moun- 
tainous legal bills. Trie also donated anoth- 
er $360,000 to the Democratic National 
Committee. The entire $1 million was 
refunded as illegal when investigators 
traced Trie’s largess to the Bank of China, a 
wholly owned subsidiary of the Chinese 
government. 


With $1 Million 
You Get Egg Roll 


So it wasn’t won tons that made 
Charlie’s wallet fat. He also controlled 
Diahatsu International, a holding company 
for 23 separate businesses, based in Hong 
Kong and that other hub of international 
trade and intrigue, Little Rock. When feder- 
al investigators sought to question Trie 


Li] 


5 about the source and legality of his 

§ donations, he fled to his homeland, 
: where he maintains an apartment. 
s&s He has since surrendered to federal 
E agents and is a cooperating witness 
# in an ongoing investigation into 
whether the Chinese government 
sought to subvert the U.S. political 
process with cash. 

Wang wasn’t exactly candid 
about his own background. He 
entered the U.S. on a visa that iden- 
tified him as a representative of an 
investment firm. It neglected to 
mention that he is perhaps China’s 
number-one communist arms dealer. 
Wang, now under investigation like 
Trie, was among a number of cam- 
paign contributors invited to the 
White House for coffee. 

Unlike other invitees, though, 
Wang got to meet privately just 
before the coffee with the late 
Commerce Secretary Ron Brown, 
introduced by Trie. Then Trie and 
Wang headed out to meet Bill, the 
Sodomite. 

The president’s meeting with 
Wang was “clearly inappropriate,” 
said Clinton, who claimed he didn’t 
specifically remember being intro- 
duced to Wang. This poor memory, 
despite a widely publicized wire 
photograph of Bill and Hillary with 
Wang and a purported Chinese gun 
dealer, whose Detroit-based compa- 
ny was an alleged front for the PRC’s 
national police. 

“Nothing inappropriate came 
from it in terms of any governmental 
action on my part,” Clinton said in 
typically Orwellian Doublespeak: 
The action — the waiver — had 
come two days before. 

The day after the meeting 
between Clinton, Trie and Wang, 
another event of questionable pro- 
priety occurred. Ernie Green, who 
helped arrange Wang’s visa, donated 
$50,000 to the DNC, according to 
Federal Election Commission 
records. Investigators sought to 
determine whether that money came direct- 
ly from Green, or was funneled to him by 
Trie or some other Chinese government 
proxy. Green’s prior gifts to the DNC were 
relatively modest; $3,700 in August 1994, 
and $250 in February 1995. 

While Poly Tech’s 100,000 legal rifles 
were in transit to CJA Inc., the Detroit com- 
pany which was later identified as a front 
for the Chinese National Police — the same 
agency of Tianamenen Square infamy, other 
Poly Tech arms merchants working for 
Wang were about to close another gun deal 
— this one illegal. Federal investigators 
said Norinco executives were also implicat- 
ed in the gunrunning scheme. 

On 18 March 1996, a ship owned by the 
People’s Liberation Army, the Empress 
Phoenix, landed at Oakland, Calif., with a 
general cargo that included crates marked as 
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“small tools.” In reality, the boxes held 
2,000 full-auto AK-47s. This lethal contra- 
band was a test shipment for a much bigger 
arms sale being planned, which, the prose- 
cutor said, was to include “Red Parakeet” 
surface-to-air missiles. 


Crude But Effective Smuggling 


The illegal AKs had been sold to 
American gunrunners by Poly Tech opera- 
tives in the U. S. and in Red China with the 
express knowledge of Chinese government 
officials. The intended destinations, investi- 


and to its ringleader, Hammond Ku. 

Curiously, cargo manifests indicate, 
some of the containers of machine guns and 
grenade launchers were not seized, and pre- 
sumably went on to their destination, possi- 
bly U.S. gangsters or Chinese-backed insur- 
gents in Mexico. 

Most interesting, though, is that serial 
numbers from the M2s prove that these car- 
bine rifles were among the millions of 
weapons and pieces of U.S. military assis- 
tance ordnance left in Vietnam in 1975, 
when communist troops captured Saigon. 


W hat if the Clinton Administration gave China 


the entire US. patent database — 60 years of proprietary 
data and drawings on magnetic tape — free of charge? 


gators allege, were Asian street gangs on the 
West Coast. Some of these same gangs, the 
San Francisco Examiner reported, include 
leaders who are believed to be former ultra- 
Marxist Red Guards from China. 

The only hitch for Poly Tech and 
Norinco gun merchants was that their 
American counterparts were, in reality, 
undercover agents for U. S. Customs and 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms. The sting operation, tagged 
“Dragon Fire,” began to unravel, several 
U.S. Customs sources told SOF, after a 
high-level Clinton Administration official 
tipped the news media. 

The task force made its move in May 
1996, seizing the 2,000 full-auto AKs and 
2,000 silencers. It was the biggest single 
seizure of automatic weapons in U.S. law- 
enforcement history. Indictments were 
handed down against 14 Americans and 
Chinese nationals. 

But the big fish managed to escape the 
U.S. Customs net and return to China, 
apparently also tipped off by someone in the 
highest levels of the Treasury Department. 
The central player on this end was 
Hammond Ku, a Chinese-American busi- 
nessman with ties to both Norinco and Poly 
Tech. Also arrested was a Chinese-American 
restaurant owner, Richard Chen, who had 
worked as a U.S. representative for Norinco. 


More Guns For More 
Insurgents 


About a year later, in March 1997, ware- 
house workers on the U.S.-Mexican border 
near San Diego found two semi-trailer-sized 
shipping containers filled with full-auto M2 
carbines, assorted heavy weapons parts and 
unassembled grenade launchers. The bond- 
ed, sealed containers were marked “Strap 
Hangers, Combo tools” and “Spare Parts for 
Sewing Machines.” : 

Subsequent indictments alleged that the 
guns were smuggled into the U.S. at the 
behest of Peter A. Tran and Curtis Debord. 
The two men were connected in those indict- 
ments to the San Francisco deal involving 
2,000 AK-47s — Operation Dragon Fire — 
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The guns had been transshipped through 
the Port of Long Beach in a circuitous route 
that included Bremerhaven, Germany. They 
were sold by Vietnamese arms dealers and 
were part of a huge cache of former U.S. 
military assistance booty collected after the 
withdrawal of American forces in 1975. 

The M2s seized in 1997, were some of 
the same weapons involved in another com- 
promised U.S. Customs investigation, 
Operation Leatherneck, which also 
appeared to have been betrayed from within 
the highest levels of the Treasury 
Department when the deal was about to 
consummate in 1990. 

Leatherneck was an alleged conspiracy 
by Vietnamese gun merchants, backed by 
Chinese bankers, to smuggle $70 million 
worth of captured U.S. ordnance and 
weapons — 16 shiploads of machine guns, 
rocket launchers, mortars and millions of 
rounds of ammo — to street gangs on the 
U.S. West Coast. Does the plot sound 
familiar? 

The alleged perpetrators in Leatherneck 
also included a long-time CIA contractor, 
living in Thailand, a former British SAS 
operative, three retired Marine Corps veter- 
ans of Vietnam, a retired Army colonel spe- 
cializing in logistics, and a former U.S. con- 
gressman. 


Guns For Insurgents 


Leatherneck was a top-priority Treasury 
Department investigation, monitored daily 
by the National Security Council. Besides 
the gun-smuggling, agents also identified 
10 major U.S. corporations, from oil com- 
panies to soft-drink manufacturers and a 
cable television network whose former 
owner’s wife was friends with Vietnam’s 
communist leaders (We’re not mentioning 
any names, but the initials are CNN). The 
companies allegedly were doing business in 
Vietnam when such commerce violated the 
Trading with the Enemies Act. 

But the identification of the U.S. compa- 
nies — all of them major contributors to 
national political campaigns, became prob- 
lematic. Just as Senior Special Agent Frank 


Summer Productions 


Caliendo, of U.S. Customs, and his under- 
cover operative, Mickey Downie, were 
about to close the gun deal, it was mysteri- 
ously queered by unseen hands in the 
Treasury Department. Both Downie and 
Caliendo suddenly found themselves the 
target of a very intense bureaucratic retribu- 
tion, and both their careers took a nose dive. 

“There’s no doubt in my mind,” Downie 
told SOF in July, “that the reason we had 
our cover blown is because we were about 
to bust the bad guys, which in Leatherneck 
included Chinese bankers and other com- 
munist officials, and some prominent U.S. 
companies. And I have no doubt that China 
was behind the whole thing. After Frank 
and I were tossed off the case, these guys 
went back to doing that they were doing. 
That’s how these M-2 carbines ended up 
back in the United States.” 

The passage of the M-2s through the 
Port of Long Beach came at an inopportune 


China was experiencing launch problems with 
the commercial satellites they were putting up 
for Western companies. No problem: Loral 
passed the technological fix over to them. 
Export permits for this sensitive technology? 
No problem: Loral’s honcho was the single 
largest contributor to the Democratic National 
Committee in 1996. 
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time for the efforts of China to procure a 
major port facility on the West Coast. 
Always remember this about China: The 
organs of the state and capital business are 
one and the same. As a world political and 
economic entity, Red China has been com- 
pared by some experts to the melding of 
Hitler’s military, especially the SS, and 
Germany’s industrial complex. China’s ver- 
sion is communism in a capitalist smiley- 
face, selling us the rope to hang ourselves. 


Seedy Sale Of 
Cheap Successes 


The root of its success in America is 
money. Red China provides millions of dol- 
lars for politicians and political entities will- 
ing to be bought. It provides billions of dol- 
lars for U.S. multinationals, and billions of 
dollars to U.S. cities wishing to attract 
China-based industry. 

A good example is the City of Long 
Beach, California, part of the Los Angeles 
megalopolis. In 1994, the Long Beach 
Naval Shipyard was declared surplus as part 
of Bill Clinton’s crippling military reduc- 
tion in force. 

Clinton’s hatred of our military is well 
known. Besides trying to turn the Pentagon 
into a social services lab to advance the 
political agendas of feminists and homosex- 
uals, he has also gone at the force structure 
with a meat ax. 

During Clinton’s watch, the Pentagon 
has eliminated 709,000 active-duty soldiers 
and 293,000 reservists. Eight standing 
Army divisions have vanished. So have 20 
Air Force and Navy wings, including 2,000 
combat aircraft; 232 strategic bombers; 13 
Strategic ballistic missile submarines, 
including 232 missiles with 3,114 nuclear 
warheads. Add to that list 500 ICBMs with 
1,950 warheads; four aircraft carriers and 
121 surface combat ships. 
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And Clinton has sold or leased the sup- 
port bases and shipyards needed to sustain 
all this, such as Long Beach. 

Rather than finding another military use 
for the Long Beach base — a resident 
Marine command which wanted it was 
evicted — the Navy Department gave the 
property to the City of Long Beach. Unlike 
most other such local transactions, this one 
drew the attention of the Clinton White 
House, which lobbied city leaders to lease 
the sprawling, state-of-the-art port complex 
to the Chinese Overseas Shipping 
Company, or COSCO. 

COSCO is owned by the People’s 
Liberation Army. Some would argue that 
COSCO is the Red Chinese Army. It is 
also the world’s largest commercial ship- 
ping fleet. The M2 smuggling case, and its 
nexus with Long Beach, evoked angry 
questions from two Republican congress- 
men from southern California, Duncan 
Hunter and Randy Cunningham, about 
why the Navy and the White House would 
be so eager to turn over a strategic naval 
asset to COSCO, a business-friendly front 


ports of entry controlling either end of the 
Panama Canal. Hutchinson is also negotiat- 
ing a lease for the old navy base and ship- 
yard in Charleston, S.C., and another ship- 
building facility in Mobile, Ala. 

What if these port facilities became 
Strategic beachheads for more espionage, 
and the smuggling of sophisticated military 
hardware into our country? It would be an 
ideal way to infiltrate agent provocateurs, 
who are assimilated into the population and 
“swim as fish in the sea,” as Mao Ze Dong 
described a subversion tactic in which 
China is unexcelled. 


What Cost COSCO? 


“J can’t even begin to imagine the 
degree ... of under-the-water, on-top-of-the- 
water and land-based surveillance that 
would be needed to ensure that COSCO did 
not use [Long Beach] for intelligence gath- 
ering, or the insertion or recovery of agents, 
or other forms of espionage,” said Richard 
Fisher, an Asia expert for the conservative 
think tank, Heritage Foundation. 

Communist China’s COSCO beachhead 


Congress is now co is NOW considering a ban on the launches of 
US. satellites trom China. Such a bill passed the House 
in May, but the Senate has, as of this writing, failed to 
act. Clinton has already said he would veto such a bill. 


for a foreign military adversary. 

The Long Beach deal is not the only 
such effort by the communists to enhance 
China’s global maritime strategy. Another 
front controlled by the PRC, Hutchinson 
Port Holdings, has committed $22.2 million 
for a 25-year lease for Colon and Cristobal, 





Although there have been scant takers for the PRC’s F-811 fighter, it is among a varied arsenal 
for sale on the world market. China has also made licensing agreements to build advanced 
Russian-design fighters for their own use, but one of the biggest customers for aircraft compo- 
nents is the United States: Boeing has a large manufacturing operation in PRC. 
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appears unstoppable. 

Members of Congress who demanded 
that the COSCO deal be halted were told by 
then-Navy Secretary John Dalton that 
national security is not an issue. Letting the 
biggest communist military organization on 
the planet run one of the largest ocean-ship- 
ping terminals in the U.S. just seemed like 
good business to Dalton. 

One might wonder why a secretary of the 
Navy would be such a booster for China and 
her surreptitious business enterprises. 
Dalton, a former Texas banker and DNC 
fundraiser, came to the Clinton Administra- 
tion after working for the San Antonio office 
of Stephens Inc., an investment firm head- 
quartered in Little Rock, Ark. The Stephens 
company represented the now-notorious 
Lippo Group, an Indonesia-based corporate 
giant with heavy financial ties to —- you 
guessed it — China. (Stephens also handled 
some of Hillary Clinton’s phenomenally 
lucrative investments.) 

More importantly, the Stephens branch 
office in Washington, D.C., was used as a 
mail drop by John Huang, DNC fundraiser, 
frequent White House visitor and suspected 
Chinese agent. A native of mainland China, 
his meteoric rise in Washington came by 
way of the Lippo Group, owned by the 
Riady family and heavily involved in vari- 
ous businesses with the PRC and the 
People’s Republic of Vietnam. 

Huang became an acting assistant secre- 
tary of commerce under Ron Brown. Like his 
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Actively seeking a share of the world armaments market, China has become the Robert Hall of 
Third World ordnance buyers. Chinese anti-ship missiles (above) have shown up in the Gulf — 
and Chinese surface-to-air missiles have shown up in smuggled shipments to North America 
(right), along with thousands of illegal machine guns. 


friend, Charlie Trie, Huang is suspected of 
funneling millions from the Chinese govern- 
ment to Clinton’s various political war chests. 

As a China expert in the Department of 
Commerce, working just across the street 
from his Lippo mail drop in the Stephens 
firm, Huang had access to America’s most 
tightly held trade and defense secrets. 
Curiously, though, his top secret security 
clearance was approved only after the 
White House signed a waiver — yes, anoth- 
er waiver — for the normally required strin- 
gent background check. 


Bull Market In A China Shop 


It was while Brown and Huang were at 
Commerce that more strange events involv- 
ing technology transfers to China became 
public. 

After the crackdown on the pro-democ- 
racy movement inside China in 1989, and 
the subsequent massacre of students at 
Tiananmen Square, Congress imposed 
sanctions requiring American companies 
doing business in China to obtain waivers. 
These waivers became a political issue 
when questions were raised about whether 
China was obtaining critical missile tech- 
nology during the launch of U.S. commer- 
cial satellites in China. 

Concerned about national security rami- 
fications, the Pentagon began to resist pres- 
sure from the Clinton Administration to sign 
more of the waivers. So Clinton removed 
authority for granting such waivers from the 
Pentagon, where the overriding inclination 
is to guard military secrets, and gave it to 
Brown’s commerce department, which 
wanted trade with China at any cost. 

Congress is now considering a ban on 
the launches of U.S. satellites from China. 
Such a bill passed the House in May, but 
the Senate has, as of this writing, failed to 
act. Clinton has already said he would veto 
such a bill. 

The lawmakers were prodded by revela- 
tions that two major U.S. satellite manufac- 
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turers, Hughes Electronics and the Loral 
Space & Communications Co., were under 
criminal investigation for allegedly sharing 
missile secrets with the Chinese in an effort 
to correct the failure — and, thus, presum- 
ably alleviate the financial setbacks — of a 
few China-based satellite launches. 
Subsequent analyses by U.S. intelli- 
gence agencies, however, as reported in the 
New York Times, say the Chinese probably 
used those secrets to improve not only their 
commercial missiles, but extend the range 


he task force made its 


move in May 1996, seizing 
the 2,000 full-suto AKs 
and 2,000 silencers. 


and accuracy of strategic missiles capable 
of carrying nuclear warheads. 


The story grew even hotter when it was 
reported that Loral’s CEO, Bernard 
Schwartz, was also the DNC’s largest indi- 
vidual contributor in 1996. Various senate 
committees have held 13 hearings on satel- 
lite exports to China. The consensus is that 
the PRC has benefited militarily through its 
access and acquisition of sensitive informa- 
tion, Majority Leader Trent Lott said. 

Big business defends the waivers for 
satellite launches in China, though, arguing 
that it’s good business sense for everyone 
involved. The Satellite Industry Association 
says a ban on Chinese launches could cost 
its members 16,000 jobs and $8 billion over 
the next five years. 

By 2002, according to economic projec- 
tions by Merrill Lynch, such U.S.-based 
companies as Globalstar and Indium may 
be making up to 10 percent.of their launch- 


Summer Productlons 





es in China, one of only a half-dozen places 
on the planet suitable for launching satel- 
lites into orbit. These and other companies 
have already contracted for $1.7 billion in 
Chinese launches, an amount projected to 
grow to $8.3 billion if Clinton’s waivers 
continue. 

So, while the United States exports to 
China our latest military secrets and our 
most sensitive satellite and missile technol- 
ogy, U.S. taxpayers get in return low-tech 
illegal weapons for terrorists. Every time a 
U.S. consumer buys a doll or a tool or any 
other product made in the PRC, they are 
buying more bullets and more guns and 
more political influence for the biggest 
totalitarian government on earth. 

“High-tech information ... is of particu- 
lar importance to Beijing,’ Nicholas 
Eftimiades, a senior analyst for the Defense 
Intelligence Agency, wrote in his book, 
Chinese Intelligence Operations. 

“As a result,” Eftimiades wrote, “the 
PRC’s intelligence operations against the 
United States have become so intrusive that 
senior U.S. law-enforcement officials have 
publicly identified China as ‘the most active 
foreign power engaged in the illegal acqui- 
sition of American technology.’ 

“The PRC’s intelligence apparatus is 
more than just a support department for pol- 
icymakers,” Eftimiades warns. “It is inextri- 
cably linked to the foreign policy decision- 
making process and internal methods of 
economic development and political control 
.. The United States and other Western 
industrialized nations are woefully unpre- 
pared to protect their national assets from 
Beijing’s espionage efforts.” 

What China can’t steal through spying, 
U.S. corporations are willing to sell. And 
what big business can’t sell, Bill Clinton 
and Al Gore are happy to give away. 


James L, Pate is SOF's National Affairs 
Editor. James Norell is a Pennsylvania- 
based free-lance writer. ® 
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SOF reviewed the history and agents of 
chemical swarfare. In this issue we examine biological 
agents and weapons. We look at where, and by whom, 
CBW has been used in the years following the 
‘Vietriam War, as well as what the future may hold. 

Often called.the poor man’s atomic bomb, chemi- 
cal and biological weapons bring to technologically and economi- 
cally deficient countries x: Ean nd even terrorist groups — the ability 
to possess Weapons of nizs sdéstruction, 

Reflect:upon the cost of depopulating a single square-mile area: 
Using a tactical miclear weapon would cost no less than a million 
dollars, and they probably don’t have one. Employing conventional 
weapons (rockets, artillery ‘and cluster bombs) will quickly eat up 
$100,000-plus. On the other hand, CB agents are the “Blue Light 
Specials” of modern warfare. With costs ranging from under $1,000 
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Better 


for a good dose of nerve agent to just a few dollars for a kilogram 
(2.2 pounds) of weapons-grade anthrax, there is no comparison. 

Now the obvious question: If CB weapons are so inexpensive 
and relatively easy to make, why haven’t we seen their full scale, or 
at least limited use, in past 
global conflicts (i.e. WWII, 
Korea, Vietnam, etc.)? 

The answer, basic 
though it is, boils down to 
two things: First, CBW 
isn’t like conventional or 
even nuclear warfare. 
When you fire a bullet or launch a cruise missile you can be just 
about positive that‘it ism’ going to make a U-turn and wind up back 
in your face. Not so.chemtical and biological agents. An unexpected 
wind shift can pani find you reaping what you’ve just sown. The 
second, and eq powerful reason is, very simply, the fear of 
retaliationhsind 

Throughost the Cold War, although the focus was predominate- 
ly on nuclear arms, ‘it must be remembered that all the big kids on 
the block stockpiled large stores of chemical and biological 
weapons; as well. And, just as with nukes, nobody wanted to insti- 
gate a CB war, because payback would be a bitch. 


Unlike chemical agents, biological agents are living organisms or 
toxins derived from these organisms. They may be targeted against 
plants, animals or matertel. Also, unlike chemical agents, biological 
agents are classified by what they are rather than what they do. 
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Bio War Blue Light Specials 


Text & Photos by Richard L. Sherrow 


Although there are scores of potential BW agents, we will con- 
centrate on those most likely to be used as weapons: 

¢ Bacteria: These free-living, one-celled microorganisms run the 
gamut from harmiess and beneficial to deadly. Those most likely 
encountered as BW agents include anthrax, brucellosis, cholera, 
tularemia (rabbit fever) and pneumonic plague. In a natural form the 
diseases caused by these agents usually respond to antibiotic therapy. 

¢ Viruses: Composed of protein and nucleic acid, these organ- 
isms require the living cells of a host organism in order to multiply. 
The diseases they produce normally will not respond to antibiotics 
but may respond to certain antiviral compounds. Even so these 
compounds are rare, and those available are of limited use. The 
most common viral agents are: Venezuelan Equine Encephalitis 
(VEE), Korean and Crimean-Congo Hemorrhagic Fever, Ebola, 
Rift Valley Fever and Dengue Fever. 


Killing 


a 


Chemistry 


e Rickettsia: These typically parasitic microorganisms are found 
living in the bodies of certain lice and ticks and are easily transmit- 
table to animals and man. Treatable with broad-spectrum antibi- 
otics, rickettsia resemble viruses in that they grow only in living 
cells. Typical BW agents 
include: Q-Fever, Rocky 
Mountain Spotted Fever, 
Scrub Typhus and 
Epidemic Typhus. 

¢ Chlamydia: The least 
known and least virulent 
of potential agents, these 
intercellular parasites are like viruses in that they grow only in 
host cells and like bacteria in that they may be treated with 
broad-spectrum antibiotics. Diseases produced include: psittaco- 
sis, coccidiosis and histoplasmosis. 

¢ Fungi: These primitive plants are non-photosynthetic, capable 
of anaerobic (without oxygen) growth and draw nutrition from 
decaying vegetable matter. Their value as anti-crop agents has long 
been recognized, resulting in the development of such food-crop 
destroyers as rice blast and wheat blast. 

Since most fungi are spore-forming they are significant in that 
they may be used to develop militarily effective toxins such as tri- 
chothecene mycotoxin, also know as T-2 or Yellow Rain. 

¢ Toxins: Toxins are substances produced from living or dead 
plants, animals or microorganisms. Many of them are highly poiso- 
nous, being many times more deadly than the most powerful chemi- 
cal nerve agents. Fast-acting, toxins can kill within a matter of min- 
utes to a few days. Unfortunately, with the exception of a non-FDA- 
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Chemical and biological weapons not only share some of the same tactical limitations and advan- 
tages, they require similar “friendly” delivery systems. This assortment of U.S. chemical and bio- 
logical munitions includes more violent arty and mortar rounds for gas, and “soft” bomblets for 


biological agents. 


approved vaccination for botulinum toxin, no 
other prophylactic treatment exists, although 
some are under development. As for treat- 
ment after being stricken by a toxin, no anti- 
toxins generally exist. 

Some of the “toxins-of-choice” for BW 
use are: botulinum toxin, clostridium per- 
fringen (gas gangrene), trichotecene myco- 
toxin, ricin, palytoxin and saxitoxin (shell- 
fish poison). 


And Weapons Systems 


For delivery purposes, bio weapons fall 
into two categories: wet (or liquid form) and 
dry. In this aspect they are similar to chemical 
agents, therefore, the means of delivery, or 
weapons systems, should also be similar. The 
difference is truly a matter of life and death. 

The big drawback of delivering bio 
agents is the very thing that makes them 
work ... they are living organisms. Be they 
microorganisms or vectors such as mosqui- 


toes, fleas or ticks, they can be readily 
killed. When a nerve-agent-filled artillery 
shell is fired over a target an explosive 
burster detonates the round, effectively dis- 
persing the agent. If a biological agent, such 
as anthrax bacteria, were placed in the same 
type shell, the shock and heat from the 
explosion of the burster would kill most of 
the little buggers. Therefore, a “gentler” 
means of delivery is needed. 

Some of the more common means of get- 
ting “bugs-to-target” include aerial or vehi- 
cle-mounted spray tanks, minimum-explo- 
sive-opening cluster bombs, rocket and guid- 
ed missile warheads and even hand delivery. 
During the 1930s, for example, Japan 
dropped bags of grain containing infected 
fleas into China. Even hand-held devices can 
be used, such as the back-pack sprayers or 
hand thrown canisters used to spread wheat 
rust spores in the former USSR. 

One of the most commonly asked ques- 





At left is U.S. BLU 21/B45 biological bomblet, at bright are bomblets for delivery of BZ and GB gas. 
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tions is, “Can I get a shot or pill to protect 
me from biological agents?” The good news 
is, there are some vaccines available for the 
numerous diseases. The bad news is, unless 
you know ahead of time what agent or 
agents you are going to encounter, you may 
be, as the saying goes, SOL. 


Ivan The Terrible 


Without a doubt, the strongest proponent 
of CBW in modern times was the Soviet 
Union. It was no secret that a great percent- 
age of the Soviets’ massive stockpiles of 
CBW agents was maintained as a vital part 
of their basic munitions load. Nor, was it a 
secret that their military forces actively 
trained in live toxic-chemical-agent envi- 
ronments. As a result of this realistic train- 
ing more than a few of Ivan’s finest depart- 
ed for that great collective in the sky. 

Nor were their “peacetime” losses 
restricted to accidents with chemical agents. 
Witness the major anthrax accident at the 
biological weapons facility in Sverdlovsk, 
in 1979, where, depending on intelligence 
sources, from a few dozen to more than 100 
people died. There was little doubt that if 
the U.S. ever went to full-scale war with the 
Soviet Union, CBW would have played a 
major roll in the hostilities. 

Soviet military doctrine was clear: The 
use of lethal and non-lethal chemical 
weapons was a perfectly acceptable means of 
waging full-scale war or putting down local 
resistance in back-country bush wars. If you 
had the chance to put agents, weapons and 
tactics to operational tests with little or no 
risk to the Rodina, all the better. And, if you 
can try out a few bugs, better still. 

Some may remember the infamous 
“umbrella murder case” of dissident 
Bulgarian journalist Georgi Markov. After 
defecting to Italy then London in 1968, 
Markov was a reporter for Radio Free 
Europe. Finally, the Bulgarian communist 
party, fed up with his constant stream of 
attacks on their regime, ordered a hit on 
Markov. Although the KGB were ordered 
by Yuri Andropov not to take an active 
part, they were permitted to provide the 
materials advice. 

While waiting for a London bus in 1978, 
Markov was “accidentally” stabbed in the 
leg with a opened umbrella. As the assailant 
withdrew the umbrella a tiny platinum 
sponge ball, not much larger than a period 
on this page, was left embedded in 
Markov’s leg. 

Impregnated with less than 1/100 gram 
of ricin, a toxin derived by Czech CIS 
researchers from castor beans, the ball soon 
leaked the poison into Georgi Markov’s 
bloodstream. Within four days he was dead 
from massive internal hemorrhage and 
organ failure. A Czech defector was subse- 
quently targeted with a more sophisticated 
version that effected more subtle symptoms, 
but with the onset of symptoms he demand- 
ed a complete examination and x-rays 
revealed a similar platinum sponge in his 
shoulder: it was removed and he recovered. 

¢ Yellow Rain: Despite the fact that the 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 4 OCTOBER 1998 


U.S. never experienced the Russian Bear’s 
CBW might, the same can’t be said for 
some less fortunate countries. From 1975 to 
1982, nearly 300 reports of CBW attacks 
were documented in Laos alone. From 
symptom descriptions and physical evi- 
dence it is known that chemical agents, 
ranging from concentrated forms of CS riot 
control agent and incapacitating agents to, 
very likely, nerve agent Soman (GD) were 
used by communist Lao and Vietnamese 
forces under direct Soviet supervision to 
slaughter thousands of H’mong tribesmen. 

In addition to the chemicals, biological 
agents such as trichothecene mycotoxins, 
known as “J-2” or “Yellow Rain” were 
employed with equally lethal results. 
Developed from the ergot fungus endemic to 
rye grown in Eastern Europe, it came in the 
form of a fine mist-like _ 
powder, which dropped 
from a helicopter or fixed- 
wing aircraft and covered 
plants and villagers, alike. 
Soon the victim’s skin 
was buming and in- 
flamed. Next came hor- 
rendous vomiting, bloody 
diarrhea, hemorrhaging, 
and, often, death. 

Despite the poo-poo- 
ing of many liberal sci- 
entists who claimed that 
Yellow Rain was really 
only “bee droppings” and that our friends the 
Soviets would never do such a thing, the 
incontrovertible evidence was otherwise. A 
load of shit was dropped, all right, but it was- 
n’t from bees on mass-defecation flights. 

In November 1981, the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee convened to address the 
question of Soviet CBW aggression. Among 
those who testified before the committee was 
then-Soldier Of Fortune magazine Associate 
Editor Jim Coyne. Not only did Coyne testi- 
fy, he brought proof, in the form of actual 
samples of trichothecene mycotoxin recov- 
ered during an SOF foray into Laos. 

Laos’ neighbor to the south has also felt 
the sting of Soviet state-sponsored CBW 
terrorism. From 1978 to 1981, more than 
1,000 Kampucheans were killed and many 
more injured when Vietnamese forces 
unleashed clouds of white, yellow and black 
aerosols and powders. As of yet, these sub- 
stances remain unidentified, but the symp- 
toms ranged from tightening in the chest, 
nausea and vomiting to disorientation, skin 
decay, and blistering. 

By far, the most egregious use of CBW 
by the Soviets was in the 1979-1989 occu- 
pation of Afghanistan. Thousands of Afghan 
Mujahideen guerrillas, as well as civilians, 
fell victim to Russian nerve gases, as well as 
to a variety of other lethal and non-lethal 
agents. Included in these was a concentrated 
form of CS-type riot control agent and a sus- 
pected incapacitant know as “Blue.” Also 
referred to as “X” gas, knock-out gas, or 
“Flash,” this agent was said to have caused 
almost instantaneous unconsciousness. 

Methods of delivery ranged from aircraft 
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and helicopter bombing and aerial spraying 
of Mujahideen outposts and villages to poi- 
soning of individual water wells. 

Although strongly suspected, it was 
never proven that the Soviets used myco- 
toxins or other bio weapons during their 10- 
year siege of Afghanistan. 


Mother Of All Threats 


It wasn’t until Saddam Hussein promised 
to unleash his CBW arsenal against the 
Coalition Forces that the world, and even 
many in our own military, began to take 
notice of the very real threat of chemical-bio- 
logical war. For many years, one of the first 
things to be scrubbed when a U.S. military 
training schedule got over-crowded was 
CBR training. All that was about to change. 

There was reason to take this madman 
seriously. Just look at his track record: 
During the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq War, Iraqi 
forces unleashed tons of deadly chemicals 
on their foe. From 1984 to 1986, enough 
mustard agent was used to kill more than 
16,000 Iranians. Also, in 1984, enough 
Tabun-filled (GA) bombs were dropped to 
wipe out approximately 5,000 of the enemy. 

If that weren’t proof enough, Hussein 
gassed his own people! After the war he used 
CW genocide against Iraqi Kurds, who he 
considered subhuman, as well as sympathet- 
ic to the enemy during the war. The worst of 
these attacks came on 16 March 1988 in the 
northern Iraq Kurdish town of Halabja when, 
depending on estimates, up to 5,000 Kurdish 
men, women and children were murdered in 
a severe mustard gas attack. 

For a number of years Iraq had been devel- 


(above) U.S. biological bomblets include from left BLU 21/B45, M143, BLU 22/B45. (below) U.S. 
A/B45Y-1 biological agent aircraft spray tank could deliver sizable payload to attack enemy per- 
sonnel, crops, even materiel. 
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oping a hefty CBW arsenal. More important- 
ly, Saddam Hussein had no compunction 
against using CBW as just another weapon. 
Iraq’s basic CBW use policy revolves 
around its non-persistent and persistent 
agents. If the war with Iran was any indica- 
tion, Iraq tended to use non-persistent nerve 
agents such as Tabun (GA) to “soften-up” a 
target followed by an immediate ground 
assault. In areas they had no intention of 
occupying themselves, but wanted to deny 
the enemy, persistent mustard was used. 


Operation Desert Storm 


The question over whether or not Iraq 
actually used chemical or biological agents 
during the Gulf War continues to stir heat- 
ed debate. There is no question that it was 
stockpiled and that during the course of 
battle there was dispersal, accidentally or 
otherwise. 

Just one example was the demolition of 
the giant ammunition supply point (ASP) at 
Khamisiya (Tel al Lahn). Located 200 kilo- 
meters north of Kuwait City, this 50-square- 
kilometer ammo dump was blown up during 
a one month period after the war. On 10-12 
March 1991, U.S. troops misidentified the 
contents of Bunker 73 (also known as “The 
Pit’). As a result, a large quantity of 122mm 
Sarin-(GB) filled rockets were blown up. 
The Iraqis claimed Bunker 73 contained 
2,160 GB filled rockets. In October 1991, 
UNSCOM inspectors examined the “pit” 
and discovered 782 damaged — but intact 
— 122mm GB rockets. Assuming the Iraqis 
were truthful that leaves 1,378 rockets, each 
containing approximately 15 pounds of GB 
— that’s more than 20,000 pounds of nerve 
agent. Even under ideal circumstances stan- 
dard high-explosive disposal operations 
would only destroy about 60% of the agent. 
That leaves around 6,000 pounds in the air. 


Chemical Agents 


The presence of numerous chemical 
agents in Iraq has been established either 
through Iraqi admission, or examination of 
captured ordnance. Among those agents 
known to be possessed by Iraq are: 


Continued on page 78 
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Washington Times editor-at-large Arnaud de Borchgrave wrote 
in Wall Street Journal of Arnett’s “long history of anti-American 
propagandizing under the guise of journalism.” Regarding 
Tailwind story, de Borchgrave charged Arnett “not only distort- 
ed and twisted the facts but deliberately suppressed evidence 
to the contrary. The final product was unadulterated disinfor- 
mation — deliberate as opposed to inadvertent misinforma- 
tion.” Arnett also received mixed reviews over his coverage of 
the Gulf War from Baghdad as a CNN reporter. 


Tailwind Timeline 


July 1970 —- Kontum, RVN Operation Tailwind planned by MACV-SOG, CCC to dis- 
rupt supplies flowing to NVA, take prisoners, relieve NVA pressure on royalist 
Laotian troops; B company assigned. 





11-14 September 1970 — Chavan, Laos; B company inserted by helicopter, 
engaged by NVA. Every SOG soldier wounded: Six die from gunshots or shrapnel. 
Company commander, Capt. Gene McCarley, wounded in mouth, assigns platoon 
leader Robert Van Buskirk to brief MACV Saigon: Van Buskirk awarded Silver Star; 
medic Sergeant Rose awarded DSC. 


1971 — Bad T6éiz, West Germany Van Buskirk arrested by DBR police and Army 
CID for aiding terrorists, arms trafficking; serves 18 months, returns to USA; in 
1974 experiences “religious awakening.” 


1983 — Van Buskirk’s book Operation Tailwind published, making no mention of 
American defectors, nor caucasians, nor nerve gas. 


August 1997 — McLean, Va.: CNN reporter April Oliver meets with two SOG veter- 
ans, asks how many times did they call in B-52 bombers on your own men, and 
how many times did you use nerve gas? (never asks “Did you ... ") 


September 1997 — Jointly produced by Arnett and Oliver, CNN /mpact alleges SOG 
had USAF bombers kill own men: program also alieges SOG soldiers “war crimi- 
nals.” SOG veterans, offended enough to follow up, learn Oliver is contacting other 
SOG veterans. 
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onday, 8 June, found CNN “international correspondent” 
Peter Arnett feeling especially cocky. The previous 
evening he’d been the on-air reporter for the lead story on 
the premier episode for the newsmagazine, NewsStand. 

In the segment titled “Valley of Death,” CNN charged that U.S. 
Special Forces and Montagnard strikers assigned to SOG (Studies 
and Observations Group), Vietnam, had conducted a cross-border 
raid against a North Vietnamese Army camp 60 miles inside Laos 
as part of a “top secret” operation code-named Tailwind. Arnett 


October 1997 — Englewood, Colo.: Oliver tells author on phone she has DoD documents 
at hand proving U.S. used nerve gas in Laos, indicated she is investigating Operation 
Tailwind, written of by Van Buskirk, 


October 1997 to April 1998 — Undersigned initiates independent investigation with 
interviews of SOG personnel and documentation, of Operation Tailwind ... and of CNN 
investigation. 


October 1997 to May 1998 — CNN interviews Buskirk, who recalls “suppressed memo- 
ry” of killing Americans and nerve gas, while on camera (he would fater claim that CNN 
crew suggested these events to him earlier), CNN interviews virtually all SOG soldiers on 
operation Tailwind: Oliver and staff repeatedly told no nerve gas could have been used as 
many Gls were exposed without gas masks and none died. CNN also told indigenous sol- 
diers had ne protection and none died. 


7 June 1994 — On premier of CNN/Time NewsStand program, lead segment of show 
titled the “Valley of Death,” alleges use of nerve gas by U.S. during 1970 in Laos, saying 
targets of deadly attack by MACV-SOG are American defectors; that during raid, women 
and children are murdered (a non-scripted addition from Arnett). 


8 June 1998 — Time magazine prints article by Arnett and Oliver, repeating charges. 
Time will later claim not to have conducted any investigation of their own. 


8 June 1998 — Undersigned posts first factual rebuttal of the CNN/Time allegations on 
internet. Vets from all eras spontaneously undertake to locate information, documents, 
talk with persons shown on NewsStand program. 

8 June 1998 — Retired General Perry Smith begins internal investigation for CNN. 


10 June 1998 — Vietnamese Government issues statement, “Surprise to us. You'll 
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covered the action spanning a four- 
day period, stating that the SOG 
raiders had been issued “orders to kill 
everything in sight, including 
American defectors” located there. He 
went on to claim that the SOG com- 
mandos had been “promised anything 
in the U.S. arsenal to complete a 
Tailwinds’ mission; anything except | - 
nuclear weapons.” e i 

Dramatically narrated and accom- Nae et ee 
panied by hard-rock mood music, the |* .§ Ui) ales, eo 
show produced few interview subjects lz, 
willing to talk on-camera, and even 
then some of the key admissions were 
said to have taken place “off camera.” 
Amett failed to explain why cameras 
were not turned on to capture this cru- 
cial testimony. 

According to Amett’s narration, not 
the testimony of any witness, up to an 
additional 20 “bodies that look [sic] 
like Americans” were observed by the 
star of the program, then-First 
Lieutenant Robert Van Buskirk, the 
soldier who claimed to have thrown a 
white phosphorous grenade down a spiderhole, killing two defectors. 

As if this weren’t enough to bust the credibility meter on every 
television set carrying this fairy tale of American Nazi Rambos in 
deepest Laos, Arnett and his show added another headline-grabbing 
charge — that while the SOG soldiers engaged in an extended fire- 
fight at the camp, USAF A-I Skyraiders based in Thailand had 
twice dropped deadly sarin nerve gas. 

Amett described how the SOG force and the enemy soldiers had 
been in such close proximity that the sarin gas had fallen on both 
groups. However, CNN investigative hot-shots ignored the obvious 
problem of explaining how the “smart” lethal gas somehow distin- 
guished between bad guys and good guys, killing only the former 
while the latter survived. 

Time Warner, Inc., the new owner of both CNN and 7ime, had 
heavily promoted the program as a major news story. NewStand 
boasted that the investigation behind the CNN/Time joint project 
lasted for eight months and that their ace sleuths had “contacted 
over 200 people, from corporals to generals, including dozens who 
fought or flew in the Tailwind mission.” 


i ra wit ea ei ng 
re ever! FS gt Sy tee 


have to ask Arneit... ” 


10 June 1998 — First editorial questioning CNN/Time allegations, by Joseph Farah, on 
internet website WorldNewsDaily, based on research of undersigned. 


14 June 1998 — CNN/Time NewsStand second broadcast, still alleges nerve gas but 
makes no mention of targeting of American defectors or killing women and children. 
Gen. Perry Smith gives his resignation to CEO of CNN after they refuse Smith's investi- 
gation results showing story is without foundation. 


15 June 1998 — 7ime announces it will begin independent investigation into allegations 
broadcast on NewsStand. 


Week of 14 June 1998 — Gen. Walter Busbee (Army Chemical Corps, Ret.), makes 
written statement concerning CNN’s dismissal of his expert evaluation in favor of the 
untrained activist’s opinions. Reporters for Washington Times, New York Post and 
Weekly Standard write exposes of CNN/T7ime allegations. CNN is challenged to a debate 
by Soldier Of Fortune. 


17 June 1998 — CNN producer, April Oliver, responded to criticism on CNN's internet 
Tailwind Bulletin board. 


23 June Washington Press Club — CNN declines to debate and a press conference is 
held. In a written statement, U.S. Ambassador to Laos in 1970, Ambassador Godley, 
firmly refutes claims regarding nerve gas and defectors (Godley had specific authority 
to approve all SOG missions and methods, had set limits of Tailwind). Star witness is 
Capt. Rose, medic on Tailwind mission, interviewed by Oliver but whose testimony was 
ignored. Rose subsequently interviewed by DoD to aid their investigation. 


24-26 June 1998 — Select Congressmen on committees of Veterans Affairs and 
Intelligence are visited by panel member and briefed. First requests for congres- 
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Washington Times editor de Borchgrave wrote in WSJ that, 
“in a March 22, 1965, AP story, Mr. Arnett quoted Radio 
Hanoi in his lead paragraph accusing U.S. and South 
Vietnamese troops of using ‘poisonous chemicals’ against 
innocent children in an experiment. Further down in that 
dispatch, Mr. Arnett referred to the non-lethal tear gas being 
used by the military. But it didn’t take long for war critics at 
home and abroad to charge that the Johnson administration 
was experimenting with toxic chemicals.” Here, a young 
Arnett (then working for AP) and moviemaker Larry Bedford 
are escorted away from a Chu Van An high school. 


This was a misleading statement, 
considering that Arnett and crew 
failed to say how many of the 200 
contacted had slammed down the 
phone upon being told that CNN was 
calling: The network founded and 
operated by Jane Fonda’s husband 
was not known for being particularly 
popular with Nam vets. 

But, on this Monday after his CNN 
expose — the same day that Time car- 
ried a major article by Arnett and the 
principal CNN producer, April Oliver 
— the counterattack of outraged vet- 
erans and their allies was still form- 
ing. So when Arnett went on the Gil 
Gross CBS radio show, he was 
upbeat, laughing and engaging in 
light repartee with his host. The radio 
host closed his show with a compli- 
ment, “Peter, it’s a hell of a story ...” 

With a chuckle, Arnett responded, 
** .. there’s a lot yet to be learned, but 
it’s certainly fun talking about it.” 

The ancient Greeks had a saying 
that “those whom the gods would 
humble, they first made arrogant.” It’s hard to believe that Peter 
Arnett has been humbled by this experience but it’s pretty certain 
he no longer finds it fun to talk about. 


From “Most Visible Man In The World” 
to “Can’t Be Reached” 


After a few early interviews with favored media puffball pitch- 
ers, Amett went on vacation. The vacation was interrupted for a 
show trip to Atlanta a month after the “Valley of Death” aired. CNN 
staged a dramatic puppet show with the obviously thin storyline that 
Arnett had met with CNN Chief Executive Officer, Tom Johnson, 
and other senior executives to make the case for saving his job. At 
the end of the day — and just in time for the three major television 
networks’ nightly news broadcasts — CNN broke the contrived sus- 
pense with the announcement that Arnett, by the hair on his chinny 
chin chin, had saved his job. 

CNN’s lapse of professional journalistic standards and shameful 
conduct in putting “Valley of Death” on-air placed Arnett in the 
middle of a media maelstrom that has exposed one of television’s 


AP/Wide World 





sional hearings made. 


24 June 1998 — CNN drops all advertising of “free and open” debate slated for CNN 
show Aeliable Sources the following weekend. Floyd Abrams is brought in by Tom 
Johnson, CNN’s CEO to look at the investigation results and try to minimize CNN’s 
exposure to legal action. 


25 June 1998 — Only U.S. adviser to fledgling Thai Chemical Corps in 1970 writes 
detailed statement refuting possibility of nerve agents on Thai soil. 


27 June 1998 — CNN declines to participate in their own staged debate, on Reliable 
Sources. Opposing journalist Eric Felten presents so strong a case CNN host closes 
show by saying CNN must either show their evidence or make the mother of all 
retractions. 


2 July 1998 — From prepared statement, CNN CEO seems to retract Tailwind allega- 
tions: close reading of statement and 60-page report by Floyd Abrams indicates CNN 
has recanted nothing, simply stipulated they can’t prove story “yet,” while trying to 
position themselves for anticipated legal actions. CNN fires April Oliver and Jack 
Smith for cause. 


§ July 1998 — Cocheit, Pitre and Simon are disclosed to be pursuing legal actions 
against CNN (this firm has beaten CNN’s Abrams in legal arena in past). Suit is 
expected soon. 


10 July 1998 — CNN founder Ted Turner makes emotional appeal expressing his 
apologies. In statement, Turner establishes misconduct of CNN/Time FCC guidelines 
for licensees. 


Tom Marzullo served with SOG during the Vietnam War, and has been a prime 
mover in investigating CNN's “investigation” of Operation Tailwind. 
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best kept secrets — that celebrity “reporters” like Arnett have 
become too valuable to the bookkeepers that drive network televi- 
sion to be allowed to practice actual journalism. 

It’s the producers, not the on-air reporters, who investigate, orga- 
nize and write the story. The reporters add their celebrity — and 
credibility — by their participation. Since their own professional 
reputation is on the line, the reporters also provide a crucial check 
to the often overly focused and enthusiastic production team. At 
least the good ones do. 

In Arnett’s case, the slipshod “investigation” that underpinned 
the story was at best so egregiously inept or at worst so intentional- 
ly mendacious that it erupted in a media explosion that became 
much larger than the original story. 

A senior CNN official who was interviewed for this article 
acknowledged that CNN would not endorse Arnett’s claim that 
Arnett had “contributed not one comma” to the story. This source 
also denied that Arnett’s role was purely robotic and stated that 
while the reporter’s role was to read questions that were handed him 
by the producers, Arnett may well have changed the wording of 
some questions. The official refused to quantify or qualify Arnett’s 
participation beyond this. 

Speaking on background, the source corroborated Armett’s claim 
and CNN’s public announcement that the producers of the show, 
April Oliver and Jack Smith, were the central players in the disas- 
ter. Both Oliver and Smith were fired by CNN. (Please, do not con- 
fuse this Jack Smith with the Jack Smith of ABC News who is a vet- 
eran of the battle of the Ia Drang Valley and is widely respected as 
a man, a veteran, and a journalist.) 

Arnett’s tired claim that he merely read the scripts handed to him 
by the producers was further deflated when two other CNN “star” 
reporters, Wolf Blitzer and Christiane Amanpour, announced that 
they staked their professional reputations on the validity of their on- 
air reporting. 

Amanpour issued Arnett a stinging figurative slap in the face 
when she asserted, “I believe, contrary to what Peter Arnett appears 
to believe, that a network correspondent should be responsible for 
what he or she says on the air.” 

In a 17 July op-ed piece in the New York Times, Amanpour 
expanded: 

The defense offered by the correspondent, Peter Arnett, that he 
was just reading work prepared by others, that he contributed “not 
one comma” to the Tailwind story, has raised legitimate questions... 
I reject the idea that a television correspondent is neither responsi- 
ble nor accountable for what he or she says on the air. 

... The I-was-just-reading defense pumps blood to the very heart 
of the worst prejudices about television news correspondents and 
the news media in general. It tarnishes all correspondents, all our 
organizations, and devalues what we do... 

... @ correspondent must accept the consequences when mistakes 
are made. It’s that simple. Ninety-nine per- 
cent of the correspondents I know under- 


Debate-cum-press conference held in 
Washington by SOF included, from left, Gary 
M. Rose, Jack Singlaub, Robert K. Brown, Tom 
Marzullo, Steve Feldman, Chip Beck. (inset) 
although CNN did not care to debate, they did 
send camera crew. 
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De Borchgrave acknowledged Arnett’s positive traits, saying that his 
“tremendous physical courage is much admired by his colleagues.” 
Contacted by SOF for additional comment, de Borchgrave noted, 
“based on personal experience, [Arnett had a] big chip on his shoul- 
der about the U.S. military ... spent his entire career trying to under- 
mine U.S. foreign policy during the eee 
Cold War.” Here Arnett (above) as an , 
AP newsman was in Kien Phuong 
province with senior U.S. adviser for 
7th Division, Colonel Markey. (right) 
In his autobiography, Arnett claimed 
mutual respect and even friendship 
with soldiers in Vietnam. Colonel 
Hackworth recalls a very different sit- 
uation: “In one unit in my ‘Kill a 
Commie for Mommy’ 101st Parachute 
Brigade there was actually a price on 
his head ... This hatred still exists 
among tens of thousands of Vietnam 
vets and his recent phony story has 
re-ignited that feeling.” On AP Saigon 
Staff in 1965, Arnett examines cap- 
tured VC (right). 








stand it, and 99 percent of my colleagues at CNN want you to know 
they understand it, too. 

Unfortunately for Arnett, he must now reconcile his desperate 
comments to evade and escape responsibility for his significant role 
in “Valley of Death” with the much more deliberate comments 
about journalistic ethics he espoused in his autobiography, Live 
From The Battlefield. 

Responding to criticism of his January 1991 report that Desert 
Storm aircraft had bombed an Iraqi plant that manufactured pow- 
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dered milk, Arnett wrote that, “I had learned in Vietnam to believe 
only what my eyes had seen. I have an inborn skepticism because I 
am a journalist. I can only confirm what my eyes can see.” 

Whoa, just a minute. Is this the same Armett that now claims he 
parroted charges of major war crimes without having an iota of 
skepticism about the material? Who willfully ignored credible 
sources that contradicted his preferred view of events? 

Maybe the Arnett who now eagerly seeks refuge in being just a 
talking head is the same one who wrote that, “the only important 
determinant in the news business is to be first with the story.” 

Most journalists hear even before they enter the ranks of the paid 
scribblers that the goal of the professional reporter is, “to be right 
and be first, but first, be right.” 

After 35 years of reporting, Arnett seems to have totally 
missed the fundamental point that the first requirement is to be 
right. And that brings up the question being asked in many media 
circles: Is this the first such 
mistake Arnett has made, or is 
it the just first time he’s been 
caught red-handed? 


Questions Earlier 
Arnett Conduct 


Two seasoned veterans of 
many of the same battlefields 
that Arnett has covered have 
recently pointed out that they 
had earlier observed question- 
able professional conduct by 
Arnett. Former international cor- 
respondent for Newsweek and 
current Editor at Large with The 
Washington Times, Arnaud de 
Borchgrave, wrote in a Wall 
Street Journal op-ed piece that 
Arnett has a “long history of 
anti-American propagandizing 
under the guise of journalism.” 

De Borchgrave further 
charged that Arnett “not only dis- 
torted and twisted the facts but 
deliberately suppressed evidence 
to the contrary. The final product 
was unadulterated disinforma- 
tion — deliberate as opposed to 
inadvertent misinformation.” 

He then wrote that, “In a 
March 22, 1965, AP story, Mr. 
Arnett quoted Radio Hanoi in his 
lead paragraph accusing U.S. and 
South Vietnamese troops of 
using ‘poisonous chemicals’ 
against innocent children in an 
experiment. Further down in that 
dispatch, Mr. Arnett referred to 
the non-lethal tear gas being used 
by the military. But it didn’t take 
long for war critics at home and 
abroad to charge that the Johnson 
administration was experiment- 
ing with toxic chemicals.” 

De Borchgrave does acknowl- 
edge Amett’s positive traits, say- 
ing that his “tremendous physical 
courage is much admired by his 
colleagues” and that he is 
“{I]mmensely likable, a great 
raconteur ...”” When contacted by 
this writer for additional com- 
ment, de Borchgrave stated that, 
“based on personal experience, 
[Arnett had a] big chip on his 


charged for this delivery. 


from Oliver after that. 


the invitation. 
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Federal Express. ‘aageden initiated a Federal peed investiga- : 
tion and filed an official complaint. The packaged was finally 
located and delivered to CNN at 0907 hours on Thursday, 18 June. 
It was received and signed for by “A. Cook.” Federal Express took 
responsibility for the delay, and Soldier OF Fortune ‘was not 


On Wednesday, 16 June, Laugesen sent a written invitation via 
Federal Express to Oliver (tracking #802850667795). It was deliv- 
ered to CNN, at 820 First St. NE, Washington, D.C., at the same 
time as Amett’s package, which had been sent one day earlier. 
Oliver’s package was also received and signed for by “A. Cook.” 

Later on Wednesday, 16 June, Laugesen called Oliver at (202) 
§15-2943, her direct extension. Oliver answered and said she had 
received her invitation. She was short with Laugesen, explaining 
she was on deadline. Oliver explained she had already discussed 
the invitation earlier with Chip Beck, who would be on SOF’s 
expert debate panel and was researching the story for the maga- 
zine. Oliver said the decision whether to accept the invitation 
would be made by her superiors at CNN. Laugesen never heard |_ the 


On Friday, 19 June, Laugesen continued his efforts to contact 
Arnett by phone. Eventually Laugesen was transferred to CNN’s 
public relations department. A woman by the last name of 
“Cooper” asked Laugesen to fax her a copy of the Arnett invita- 
tion. She said Arnett was working at home all week, and she 
would be speaking with him later that day. She promised to fax 
him a copy of the invitation once she received it. At about 1400 
hours on Friday, 19 June, Cooper called Laugesen and said Arnett 
and Oliver had officially declined the invitations because they | my 
were busy with deadlines on the Tailwind story. She was polite 
and assured him Arnett and Oliver had each read and considered 


Laugesen had no further contact with CNN regarding Soldier 
Of Fortune’s invitation to Arnett and Oliver. 





shoulder about the U.S. military ... spent his entire career trying to 
undermine U.S. foreign policy during the Cold War.” 

De Borchgrave has made these and other very serious charges 
about Arnett’s professional conduct, which at press time, remain 
unanswered. 


Phone ny “Here-!-Am-On- 
The-Battlefield Stand-Ups” 


“Stand-ups” are television shots where reporters stand in front of 
some background that portrays the locale from which they are 
reporting. Locations of the stand-up are clearly labeled or stated 
with the object of providing visual authentication of the context in 
which the story is set and proving that the reporter at the scene of 
the action. 

Retired U.S. Army Colonel David Hackworth has shared many 
of the 19 battlefields from which Arnett has reported — beginning 
in 1965 in Vietnam where 
Hackworth was fighting the 
war that Arnett reported, and 
continuing to the mid-1990s in 
the Balkans, and Haiti where 
they both served as journalists. 

Hack has written of some 
of his observations of Arnett in 
his syndicated column, 
Defending America, asking, 
“Why would any reporter put 
his name on any report, espe- 
cially a story that painted 
Americans as war criminals, if 
he didn’t know he was signing 
off on the whole truth?” 

Hack then answers his own 
question: “Perhaps the answer 
is Arnett-style ‘journalism.’ I’ve 
seen him report ‘from the 
bloody streets of Port au Prince’ 
while standing behind a palm 
tree in Haiti’s safe Montana 
Hotel; report ‘from the sniper- 
infested alleys of Sarajevo’ 
while on a hotel roof in faraway 
Belgrade. His credibility and 
license to stretch the facts ain’t 
exactly up to 60 Minutes stan- 
dards.” Hack’s statements may 
explain why Arnett works only 
for CNN, unlike his fellow 
CNN _ reporter Cristiane 
Amanpour who also works for 
the CBS news magazine. 

In his autobiography, Arnett 
claimed to have established 


mutual respect and _ even 
friendship with the soldiers on 
Vietnam battlefield, 


attributing this at least partially 
to the fact that, “I was not so 
much against the war as much 
as I was for accuracy. I 
believed the truth was to be 
found in the battlefield and not 
in the briefing room.” 

Hack recalls a very differ- 
ent situation: “In one unit in 
‘Kill a Commie for 
Mommy’ 101st Parachute 
Brigade there was actually a 
price on his head. You could 
bet money that had he accom- 


Continued on page 86 
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Sight Unseen | 


Continued from page 51 


Founded in 1916, Stembridge Gun Rentals, 
Inc., caters to the film and video industries. 
Harry Lu has been a weapon specialist at 
Stembridge for eight years, where his 
firearms resumé includes Waterworld, 
Eraser, Air Force One, True Lies, and 
Terminator 2. 


Changing The Face 
Of Dynamic Entry 


Growing up in gang-troubled East L.A., 
Lu knows about guns. A gunsmith and 
shooter for 19 years, he first saw Sight 
Unseen in March 1997 at the L.A. sheriff’s 
office range out in Wayside. Lu put 50 
rounds through the sight, which was mount- 
ed on an AR-15. “There were a few bowling 
pins about 25 yards down range. I shot per- 
pendicular [to them] from a crouch, with the 
gun across my knees. I hit a pin every time 
in near-darkness. 

“After shooting at the range, we went to 
the tear gas room and closed the doors. 
[Looking through the sight] I saw some 
cardboard boxes and could read the writing 
on them in total darkness.” Lu paused, then 
concluded, “It'll change the face of 





of dynamic entry. No longer will cops 
have to stick their necks out. “Using 
cover, they can methodically clear areas 
while minimizing personal risk. Sight 
Unseen also may become a deterrent as 
word of its effectiveness spreads 
through the criminal community — 
savvy crooks will surrender if they 
think they’1] be shot without a chance to 
return fire. Law enforcement’s use of 
laser target designators proves crooks 
quickly lose their juice when they real- 
ize they’re in a sharpshooter’s sights. 

The Department of Energy recently 
purchased an SU-4 for in-house use by 
tactical units. Following suit, the Naval 
Special Warfare Command’s research 
and engineering facility, in Crane, Ind., 
is ordering two SU-4s for test and eval- 
uation for a Special Operations Forces 
(SOFMOD) M4AI 5.56mm carbine. 

These prestigious initial orders will 
ultimately sound the wake-up call for 

| numerous purchases by other agencies 

and units. 

The future is now. 


For more information on Sight 
' Unseen, use official letterhead to con- 
tact: Matthew Hagerty: LandTec, Inc., 
P.O. Box 5456, Sonora, CA 95370; Tel.: 
209. 533-4001; pager: 800-308-0856. 


dynamic entry.’ “I was surprised at how quickly | adapted to this 
If Sight Unseen’s SU-4 proves as durable pew so target acatston” . N.E. MacDougald is a former SOF 
as claimed, it may, indeed, change the face Senior Field Editor. & 
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¢ Nerve agents: Sarin (GB), Tabun (GA), 
Soman (GD) and VX. There is also evi- 
dence Iraq had VR-55 and was working on 
thickened GD and a form of “dusty” VX. 

e Blister agents: Sulfur mustard (HD) 
and possibly Lewisite (L). There is evidence 
of work on “dusty mustard,” a form of blis- 
ter agent that has been impregnated onto 
fine dust particles allowing it to penetrate 
most permeable protective clothing. This 
type of agent was known to the Soviets and 
it has been speculated that is why their 
chemical protective outfits were made of 
impermeable rubber and not permeable 
charcoal-impregnated cloth. 

¢ Incapacitating agents: Intelligence 
reports that Iraq also has “Agent 15,” which 
is similar to, or may be the same as, BZ. 

¢ Biological Agents: Just exactly what 
bugs were whipped up at Salman Pak, Iraq’s 
principal bio research center located some 
20 miles southeast of Baghdad, isn’t fully 
known. What we do know is some of their 
most promising germs are: 

¢ Anthrax: Caused by the spore-forming 
bacteria, bacillus anthracis, this zoonotic 
disease is normally found in horses, cattle 
and sheep. Also known as Woolsorter’s 
Disease, anthrax is very resilient and may 
live in the soil for decades. It may be passed 
to humans by handling diseased animals, 
ingestion of contaminated meat (rarely) or 
inhalation of the bacterial spores. One to six 
days after inhaling anthrax spores the victim 
develops a fever, fatigue, mild discomfort in 
the chest, and possibly a dry cough. After 
few hours, or two to three days, he feels bet- 
ter. Suddenly his skin turns blue, profuse 
sweating begins, breathing becomes labored 
.. then death. Untreated, inhaled anthrax is 
95-100% fatal. 

* Botulinum Toxin: The biological war- 
fare version is capable of airborne aerosol 
delivery. Onset of symptoms is 24-36 hours 
with a progressive paralysis of many of the 
body’s muscles. Starting from the head and 
moving downward the victim may experi- 
ence drooping eyelids, a dry mouth and 


AT THE MATCH OR IN THE FIELD 


GRIZZLY 50 BIG BOAR 
oT tame te HOME THE TROPHY’, 


PRECISION CRAFTED 50 BMG 


throat and blurred vision. Approximately 
60% of untreated cases are fatal, death 
being caused by paralysis of the muscles 
used in breathing. Because of the similarity, 
its symptoms may be mistaken for nerve 
agent poisoning. 

¢ Crimean-Congo Hemorrhagic Fever: 
Prevalent in most of Africa, the Middle 
East, the Balkan States and the former 
USSR, this tick-borne virus’ symptoms 
begin 3-12 days after contact with an infect- 
ed tick. The victim is flushed and may have 
running eyes. In a few more days come a 
severe headache, lower back pain, nausea 
and G.I.-tract hemorrhaging. The disease 
can be fatal in 30% of cases. 


Terrorism 


What’s in store for the future? To deny 
that chemical-biological terrorism will 
become a real threat in the future is to deny 
the past. These days, terrorism is an every- 
day fact of life. Only 30 years ago, in the late 
1960s, the Pentagon formally acknowledged 
terrorism as an actual form of warfare. 

In those days, large truck bombs were 
virtually unheard of. Now they’ve become a 
household word. Only soldiers knew of 
Sarin and ranchers of anthrax. Now those 
words are equally common. It’s not a matter 
of if, but when and where. 

Can’t happen, you say? In 1975, 70 liters 
of French mustard agent fell into the hands 
of the leftist terrorist group, Baader- 
Meinhof (Red Army Faction). Fortunately, 
it was never used ... unfortunately, it was 
never recovered. 

The operative word in “terrorism” is 
“terror.” Fear fed by misinformation can 
have disastrous results. When you can para- 
lyze a people through fear you save a thou- 
sand bombs. Without a doubt, the greatest 
fearmongers in American today are those in 
the broadcast “news” media. Whenever 
there is an event it immediately blossoms 
into a “critical situation.” “If it bleeds it 
leads!” isn’t just a cute news cliche, it’s 
reality. Facts don’t sell — hype does. 

Witness the recent FBI bust-gone-bad in 
Nevada. Two men were arrested in connec- 
tion with a phony anthrax plot. By the time 
the media was finished scaring the crap out 
of the citizenry, folks were scrambling to 
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find gas masks and anthrax vaccine. 

And if you think the talking heads 
behind the anchor desks fear a CBW attack 
on America, think again. They don’t fear it, 
they pray for it. 

While we were setting up security for 
the 1984 Summer Olympics in Los Angeles 
and the Democratic National Convention in 
San Francisco, a local San Francisco TV 
station was telling viewers just how easy it 
would be to target these events with a bio- 
logical attack. No bugs? No worry. The 
media marvels told you just how to mail 
order germs. There was just one catch, they 
could only be ordered on a laboratory letter- 
head. No letterhead? No sweat. They gave 
step-by-step instructions on counterfeiting a 
letterhead! 

And if that weren’t enough, now the ded- 
icated urban terrorist just has to pop down to 
the local plastic surgeon for a fresh supply of 
Botulinum Toxin. Bearing the cutesy-poo 
moniker “Botox,” this deadly toxin is the lat- 
est in wrinkle-reducing chic in (where else?) 
sunny California. What can you expect from 
twits who inject themselves with monkey 
piss, all in the quest for beauty. 

Whether in everyday life, or under the 
threat of chemical or biological attack, a 
cool head, common sense and education are 
your best allies. 


Effective tools for a modern battlefield, 
or horrible remnants of a bygone age? Is it 
better to succumb to the lethal gas cloud 
that creeps into your foxhole or to die try- 
ing to hold in your guts after being pierced 
by a chunk of searing hot shrapnel? 
Should we maintain a deterrent stockpile 
of these politically incorrect weapons 
while striving to develop more “humane” 
CBW agents? Perhaps we would do weil 
to reflect on the words of General Robert 
E. Lee at the battle of Fredricksburg, “It is 
well war is so terrible or we should grow 
too fond of it.” 


SOF’s contributing editor for forensic 
sciences, Richard L, Sherrow is a former 
staff instructor at the Seventh Army CBR 
School in Vilseck, Germany, and the CB- 
EOD School, Fort McClellan, Alabama. ® 
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York Times Cairo Bureau, told me that late- 
ly a Serious of tragic “accidents” had befall- 
en leading government figures. In 1994, she 
said, the head of intelligence in Supreme 
Leader Khameini’s office (along with three 
senior aides) died in a car crash. A year later 
Mansour Satari, chief of the air force, and 
seven of his senior officers were killed 
when their military jet exploded on take-off 
at Isfahan Military Airport. A diplomat in 
Tehran who investigated the disaster told 
Miller that the plane had been sabotaged. 

Shortly thereafter, Anmed Khomeini, the 
sainted Jmam’s son, who had become 
increasingly critical of both Khameini and 
Rafsanjani, suddenly and inexplicably died. 
A poisoning was suspected. 


“On A Nuclear Day, 
You Might Blame Tehran” 


Iran’s very comprehensive nuclear pro- 
grammes — one is public (Iran is a signato- 
ry to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty) 
and the other covert — are the direct 
responsibility of Pasdaran command. Sardar 
Shafagh, one of Iran’s leaders in its nuclear 
programme (he defected to the West while 
on a visit to Minatom, in Moscow, in 1995) 
was a Pasdaran general. Since then, Shafagh 
has been the source of much valuable intel- 
ligence, including the fact that Tehran is 
building its own nuclear bomb, an implo- 
sion fission device. 

It is, indeed, difficult to understand how 
Tehran can refute cumulative charges that is 
building a nuclear device(s). 

On 27 August 1997, the American publi- 
cation Nuclear Fuel provided its readers 
with details of a joint U.S./German “sting,” 
in which an offer of former Soviet nuclear 
warheads was made to the Islamic republic 
for $3 million each. It was very. cleverly 
contrived. 

A German businessman, in Hanover, 
who put the deal together and offered it to 
an Iranian procurement officer in 1993, has 
testified to German prosecutors. It would 
have been clinched by Iran’s Defense 
Industries Organisation (DIO) which, says 
German Intelligence, is a clandestine 
nuclear- and military-buying agency that 
has been most active throughout Eastern 
Europe and FSU states in the past. 

The German had been shown a letter of 
introduction from the Atomic Energy 
Organisation of Iran (AEOI). This was the 
same body that tried to buy nuclear technol- 
ogy from the South African Atomic Energy 
Corporation, in Pretoria, early in 1996. 


Haj-Podge of 
Terrorist Philanthropy 


Since 1991, Pasdaran agents has given 
Hamas about $20 million a year to foster 
their version of the revolution within Israel. 
Hamas counters that while it receives some 
cash from Iran, it is not very much and, in 
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any event, it always arrives late. 

Likewise, Islamic Jihad — among a 
host of fundamentalist revolutionary organ- 
isations — have offices in Tehran. These 
range from Algeria’s Islamic Salvation 
Front in Algeria to Moro secessionists in the 
Philippines, as well as to ultra-fundamental- 
ist PAGAD in South Africa 

The question most often asked in the 
West is why so many countries — and espe- 
cially those of the EU — are supportive of a 
revolutionary Tehran? The country has 
launched an aggressive nuclear weapons 
agenda. It has one of the most active chem- 
ical- and biological-warfare programmes in 
the world. Also, the Iranian human rights 
record hardly bears examination. 

More recently, Tehran has been buying 
North Korea’s Nodong-1 missiles and 
Chinese cruise missiles, all of which have 
the range to hit Israel or targets in the 
Persian Gulf. In a series of extended naval 
maneuvers in mid-1997, Tehran tried to 
demonstrate that it was, in theory, capable 
of closing the Straits of Hormuz which daily 
handles about a third of the world’s 
seabome oil. Right now, any U.S. presence 
would preclude that, though Iran — with 
atom bombs — and, possibly, the means 
with which to deliver them, presents an 
entirely different scenario. 

Germany, in particular, maintains a high- 
profile relationship with Tehran. In 1992, at 
Bonn’s initiative, the EU formally adopted 
its policy of “critical dialogue,” the banner 
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under which European nations have been 
systematically cultivating ties with Iran. 
They have also reached out diplomatically; 
parliamentary and governmental delegations 
up to ministerial level have been exchanged. 

Perhaps the most remarkable gesture 
took the form of cooperation in intelligence 
matters. Reports, recently leaked to the 
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press by disgusted and disgruntled German 
participants, indicate that German intelli- 
gence has given Tehran computers, software 
and photographic equipment which can be 
used for subversion. Also, Iranian agents are 
known to have received specialist training 
from German experts, not only in Iran, but 
at German Intelligence HQ, in Munich. 
Peter Frisch, President of the Office for 
the Protection of the Constitution in 
Germany (and that country’s head of coun- 
terterrorism) made it clear that Bonn was 
very much aware of the Iranian (and the 
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Islamic) threat. Addressing a strategic stud- 
ies conference in Jerusalem last June, he 
said that the extremes now being demon- 
strated by some Islamic nations were the 
real danger for the next century. 
Specifically he cited Iran. 

Frisch touched on both nuclear and 
weaponization issues, stating that Iran had 
acquired missiles that could strike the heart 
of Germany (3,000 kms.). Shipped from 
Afghanistan, he said, there were now 6,000 
mujahideen fighters in Bosnia. “They 
could, if they wished, easily spread through- 
out Europe,” he told the assembly. Iran was 
seen as the major participant, he added, but, 
as usual, other countries were being fronted 
for these purposes. “We do know that the 
wherewithal to maintain this huge 
mujahideen force comes from Iran.” 

With regard to Russia’s role, Frisch was 
blunt: “I don’t know how much organised 
crime plays in [nuclear] proliferation, but 
the problem of [such] proliferation by Iran, 
Libya and Pakistan exists. It has existed for 
some time. We have been fighting against 
that for a while.” 

On the mullahs developing nuclear 
weapons, Frisch said : “While I don’t think 
they have the atomic bomb, they are trying 
very hard to get it.” 

Other sources maintain that Tehran is 
within a year of testing a nuclear device. 


Al J. Venter is an contributing editor 
who resides in Washington state. ®& 
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nets they had just finished a mine sweep. 
Mile Forty is commanded by one of Oyay 
Deng Ayjak’s subordinate commanders, 
Assistant Commander Abraham Wana 
Yoane, 2nd Brigade, 2nd Region. A former 
seminarian, Abraham keeps a Bible on his 
desk. One of his officers is also a former 
seminarian, so being the product of a pricey 
Franciscan education I got on well with 
them. We all quoted from the 23rd Psalm 
(Yea, though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death ...”). Abraham was 
trained in military tactics and leadership in 
one of the SPLA’s bush academies on the 
Ethiopian border in 1984. While he wouldn’t 
admit to it, it’s a good bet that he, like many 
other SPLA officers I know, received some 
military training from the Ethiopians as well. 


When we questioned Abraham about the 
Iraqi soldiers supposedly captured during the 
fighting, he verified they were Iraqis: “They 
were light-skinned, not Sudanese and they 
had really big heads, big heads!” He gestured 
with his hands describing the size of the 
Iraqis’ heads and we all chuckled before he 
continued. “A brigade of Iraqis were sent 
here to kill our people. We captured one who 
was wounded in action but we had no trans- 
port (to evacuate him) so he died after three 
days. Shot in the stomach.” The SPLA also 
claimed to have captured a Farsi-speaking 
mujahideen — either Iranian or Afghani — 
who later died of a thigh wound. 

Commander Abraham didn’t think much 
of the Iraqis. “With these rivers, trees, and 
mountains they will never defeat us,” 
Abraham said. “They [Iraqis] can fight in 
the desert, but not in the jungle. We’re not 
concerned by them. What we fear are Iraqi 
chemical weapons.” He went on to tell us 
that Iraqis are supplying weapons to 
Khartoum. This was obvious by the mark- 
ings on much of the captured ammunition. 

According to the commander the “Easter 
Truce” was somewhat one-sided. The 
Sudan army had shelled the perimeter lately 
(I would ride back to Yei in the back of the 
Nissan with one of the wounded) and GoS 
aircraft continued to overfly SPLA posi- 
tions. Stepping around the occasional unex- 
ploded artillery round laying about I toured 
the perimeter inspecting weapons, observ- 
ing the troops, and generally providing a 
day’s entertainment for the troops as they 
mugged tor my camera. The perimeter was 
well dug-in with open-ptt firing positions 
(the SPLA don’t use overhead cover on all 
positions) and bunkers with linking com- 
munication trenches. Fresh from their mine- 
clearing detaij, the squad of sappers came 
running up with mines, both AP and AT, to 
demonstrate how they would put in a hasty 
lay in front of their positions. Unless really 
pushed by an overwhelming number of 
attackers (like maybe a brigade) with 


artillery support and tanks, I doubt that 
Abraham would have much trouble holding 
this position. His heavy weapons included 
truck mounted 107mm multiple rocket 
launchers, T-SS tanks, several ZSU 23-2 
23mm anti-aircraft guns (in the infantry- 
support direct-fire role — something I saw 
used to devastating effect in Bosnia), a cou- 
ple of old B-10 82mm and B-11 [06mm 
recoiless rifles, and, of course, the 37mm 
AA gun which cut loose and sent me diving 
for cover during my inspection tour. 
Additionally, there was a generous distribu- 
tion of RPD light machine guns, PKM 
machine guns, the ubiquitous RPGs carried 
by anyone who didn’t mind the extra 
weight, and a wide assortment of mortars, 
including 60mm hand-held tubes. Among 
the most interesting small arms I inspected 
was an old WWill-era Soviet RP-46 
7.62x54Rmm light machine gun. 


Nike Time 


The highlight of my visit was the troops 
(the youngest I spoke with was only 15). 
They all looked to be in good health and 
morale was high. SPLA ranks have recently 
swelled with several thousand new recruits 
trained and equipped for what the leader- 
ship, as well as the rank-and-file, hope will 
be the last obstacle on the road to Khartoum 
— Juba with its 60,000 GoS and NIF 
(National Islamic Front) troops. 

It was Nike time the attitude was 
“Just Do It — Take Juba.” That’s what these 
guys were gearing up for. They looked 
ready. Their equipment was well main- 
tained and their personal gear was better 
than what I’d seen at other SPLA camps in 
the past. Many were clad in East German 
rain-pattern fatigues captured from Riek 
Machar’s forces. The Sudanese Army wears 
U.S. Army woodland pattern camouflage 
uniforms, many of which have found their 
way onto the backs of SPLA troops. As 
Abraham remarked, “Please thank them for 
providing our uniforms.” 

Like any guerrilla army the SPLA ts 
forced to get by on less. These troops are 
adept at making do and are active in equip- 
ping themselves; even it that means strip- 
ping the dead. The officer in charge of 
social programs and logistics gave me a tour 
of the unit’s shoe factory. A cottage industry 
occupying a corner of the shed housing 
much of the captured ammunition, several 
troops were industriously making footwear 
(Ho Chi Minhs) from tire rubber. They 
make enough of these sturdy sandals to sup- 
ply the entire 2nd Brigade. Any surplus 
goes to other units. 

The next project is the construction of 
several fish ponds to further improve the 
diet. In that regard the SPLA is nearly self- 
sufficient. The troops receive some support 
from the populace who provide millet, red 
sorghum and cassava. That’s the basis of 
their diet which, through local foraging, ts 
supplemented by okra, wild beans, and, 
occasionally, wild game such as dik-dik and 
waterbuck. The troops also keep gardens of 
sweet potatoes, eggplant, tomatoes, and 
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cabbage. They had a good harvest recently 
but need more seeds. Unfortunately, Burpee 
doesn’t mail order to the New Sudan. 


Meatball War Surgery 


Since I was carrying a well-stocked 
medical kit I asked to see the camp’s dis- 
pensary. As per my personal SOP I intended 
to give away everything I could spare 
before leaving. After walking into the clean 
and professionally organized tent serving as 
the camp’s dispensary and aid station I 
dumped out my medical kit for Oliver 
Yowke Richard, a former ward nurse assis- 
tant in the ICRC surgical hospital for war 
wounded at Lopiding. Trained by Red Cross 
doctors and nurses there in 1992, Oliver 
showed me the documents detailing his edu- 
cation in wound management, field amputa- 
tion, and other aspects of meatball war 
surgery. He showed me around and we chat- 
ted for awhile. Oliver knew what he was 
doing and was fairly well-equipped. 


Field of Bones 


With the truck full of our SPLA body- 
guards (I’d be happier if someone just 
issued me a Kalashnikov and left a few of 
the boys at home) we went for a drive to one 
of Abraham’s outposts. We passed two of 
the shot-up and burned-out T-55s which lit- 
ter the road to Juba. I 
posed by one of the 
tanks for a photo with 
Abraham and some | 
of his troops. It was a 
scene reminiscent of 
my previous trips to | 
the southern Sudan. |) 
Based on my experi- -= ame 
ence and the dozens |e. 
of blown away T-55s 
I’ve encountered, I 
don’t think Sudanese 
Army tankers have § 
been having a very 
good war. 


With just a little SPLA guerrilla with an RPG rocket launcher at 


fanfare we arrived at Mile Forty. 


“Jebel Iraq Outpost” 

as it is known. It was here that the SPLA 
killed large numbers of Iraqis. They’ve 
erected a sign to commemorate the event 
which claims 2,500 Iraqi soldiers were 
killed there. I think maybe they’ve exag- 
gerated by a factor of 10. Following 
Abraham and his bodyguards, I trudged up 
the hill to examine the remains of dozens 
of the dead. 

Mindful of landmines and UXO (unex- 
ploded ordnance) I wandered amongst the 
trees and bones. Many of the dead had been 
clad in Arab type robes or Iraqi pattern 
fatigues. Personal effects littering the bat- 
tlefield included foreign toothpaste and 
Islamic worry beads. The sun-bleached 
bones of the SPLA’s enemies dotted the 
hillside in small piles, scattered by the 
scavenging of jackals and vultures. Chalk- 
white skulls leered at me from clumps of 
gasses sprouting out of blackened patches 
of earth and shell holes. The last time I was 
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in the Sudan I picked up the skull of a dead 
mujahideen and mockingly quoted 
Hamlet’s lament to Horatio. Now in the 
company of war-hardened former seminar- 
ians, I thought more appropriately of 
Genesis: “For dust thou art, and unto dust 
shalt thou return.” 


Freedom For The South 


The SPLA may be planning to let things 
tide as they are until Khartoum is ready to 
fall. While Juba may be a plum ripe for the 
picking, it’s politics — not tactics — which 
dictate the SPLA’s military policy. Many 
SPLA leaders distrust their northern allies in 
the NDA despite Garang’s position as com- 
mander of its military wing. If the SPLA 
takes Juba but the northern opposition groups 
fail to keep the pressure on Khartoum the 
SPLA position could become untenable. 
Taking Juba, only to lose it again, would be a 
devastating blow to morale. Another scenario 
leaves the SPLA out of the power loop if 
Khartoum falls to a coup and Garang’s north- 
ern allies supplant the Bashir regime. Garang 
has sent troops to the north so that the SPLA 
will be represented if the NDA, so far victori- 
ous, rolls on to Khartoum. The NDA plan is to 
cut off Khartoum, take Juba, and take power 
as a united front. But if the alliance falls apart 
(as is probable) the SPLA needs to control as 

' much of southern 
Sudan as possible to 
either secede as an 
independent _ nation 
fj state or maintain some 
i type of autonomous 
government. 

People through- 
/ out the south are 
| talking — indepen- 
dence, despite the 
) fact that in Nairobi 
Garang called for the 
unity of Sudan as a 
confederation, in 
post-war settlement, 
while negotiating 
with the GoS at the 
Inter-Governmental 
Authority on Devel-opment (IGAD) in 
Nairobi. Regard-less of the outcome of 
negotiations with Khartoum or military 
action, southerners favor secession and 
fear a sell-out by the leadership. In the 
words of one SPLA commander, 
“Independence is our only option. We 
have fought too long and too hard for any- 
thing less. We’ll fight this war until we 
have our freedom. Only then will it end.” 

To quote from St. Matthew in 
Commander Abraham’s Bible: “Ye shall 
hear of wars and rumors of wars: see that ye 
be not troubled: for all these things must 
come to pass but the end is not yet.” 

The end is not yet, but it may be coming 
sooner than Khartoum expects. 


SOF Senior Foreign Correspondent Rob 
Krott has reported from war zones in 
Afghanistan, Angola, Bosnia, Burma, 
Cambodia, Somalia, Sudan and Uganda. & 
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Entire 100 plus acre town 


FOR SALE! 


You'll own over 30 buildings in the 
Pacific northwest, 1.5 miles of river 
the Post Office, the cemetary 
A World Class Property that's a 


once in a lifetime opportunity 


$1,250,000 


For more information phone 


(800) 822-8211 


Principles Only 


- £ Billion gun parts we have for sale. An 

o)~, 800+ page catalog with exploded 

i drawings that are invaluable to the 
gunsmith or hobbyist. Commer- 

cial, military, antique & foreign 

gun parts (many exclusively avail- 

i:{ able from us) are listed and pric- 

‘“\ ed along with accessories, surplus 

Ja'\ & specialty items. A veritable en- 
1." cyclopedia of gun parts, catalog 

\\C 4 Will pay for itself with info and 

yy | \ time saved in identifying parts. 
U.S. SEND $7.95 (Allow 4-6 Weeks) 
or $12.00 (immediate UPS Delivery) 
Foreign Surface $13.00 Foreign Airmail $25.00 
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P.O. Box 299, Dept. SF, W. Hurley, NY 12491 

_914-679-2417 FAX 914-679-5849 www.guhpartscorp.com 
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Adventure 
for Kids? 


Located in the Rocky 
Mountains of Northeastern 
New Mexico, the camp is 
designed for young people 
between the ages of 13 and 17. 
Instruction in camping, outdoor 
cooking, safety and marksman- 
ship with all firearms, tracking, 

map and compass skills and 
much more is provided in a 
positive two-week learning 
_ experience by some of the most 
proficient instructors in the 
| nation. Call us at 505/445-3615 
for more information. 
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panied that unit on a mission he wouldn’t 
have returned. This hatred still exists 
among tens of thousands of Vietnam vets 
and his recent phony story has re-ignited 
that feeling.” 

Like de Borchgrave, Hack is willing to 
acknowledge something positive about 
Arnett: “To his credit, at least he didn’t 
climb into a Red anti-aircraft gun position 
for a photo op with his Siamese twin, 
“Hanoi Jane.’ ” 

But Hack reports the strongest verbal 
attack came from another CNN media stars, 
Major General Perry Smith, USAF, (Ret.), 
formerly the military affairs consultant for 
CNN who resigned due to Arnett’s report 
and its mishandling by CNN, who later 
impugned Arnett’s performance with the 
barb, “We don’t need a liar like him report- 
ing news to us.” 


Another CNN journalist and Pentagon 
reporter, Jamie McIntyre, was quoted in the 
Washington Post as having told CNN big- 
wigs in a world-wide conference call that the 
“Valley of Death” production team owed an 
apology to “their colleagues at CNN whose 
reputation have been grievously wounded 
by this shoddy piece of journalism.” 

In the not-entirely-unbiased view of the 
CNN official contacted for comment on 
this sorry episode, a seasoned, 35-year old 
producer, April Oliver, was the “beginning, 
middle, and end” of this story. Jack Smith, 
co-producer with Oliver, is a former CBS 
bureau chief in Washington, D.C., and 
even more of a seasoned veteran of televi- 
sion news production. Smith joined Oliver 
as co-producer at the halfway point in the 
investigation. 

That two such experienced producers 
could so mangle a story and that a reporter 
of Arnett’s experience would so blithely 
accept their flawed work are just two of 
the mysteries surrounding “The Valley of 
Death.” The production process lasted 
eight months and included the manage- 
ment and legal reviews appropriate to 
material that charged the U.S. 
Government and individual soldiers with 
conduct that constituted war crimes, and 
perhaps even murder. 

This was no rush to judgment, no urgent- 
ly slapped-together-piece driven by some 
deadline chiseled in stone. 

Without an escape hatch and with no 
space to weasel out of their fabricated 
story, the glaring headlights of public 
attention and peer criticism paralyzed 
CNN. Compelled to issue a corporate 
apology and retraction, CNN did so on 2 
July. Ted Turner followed on 10 July 
when he personally apologized for the 
CNN performance and was quoted as say- 
ing, “If committing mass suicide would 
help, I’ve even given that some consider- 


ation. Nothing has upset me more in my 
whole life.” 

According to newspaper reports, Turner 
went on to admit that when he had watched 
the story after it aired he had immediately 
questioned its accuracy. 


Arnett’s Professional Hara Kiri: 
Mother Of All Lapses, or 
Something Else? 


Arnett has been busy claiming his 
involvement was limited to “talking head” 
status, but there is compelling evidence to 
the contrary. Former USAF pilot Art 
Bishop, one of the three subjects inter- 
viewed by Arnett, shared his living room 
for several hours with a CNN interview 
team headed by Arnett. Had Arnett been 
playing the role of talking head, he could 
have been in and out of Bishop’s home in 
a matter of minutes, certainly less than 
half an hour. Instead, Arnett was there for 
an extended period and _ personally 
received Bishop’s emphatic statements 
that he (Bishop) had dropped only tear gas 
— that no sarin nerve gas had been used. 
Bishop even produced a flight log that 
showed a contemporaneous entry to back 
up his claim that the A-i Skyraider he had 
flown had dropped only tear gas in support 
of the SOG warriors. 

. On the Gil Gross radio show of 8 June, 
Arnett spoke of interviewing Air Force 
pilots who had told him that they had 
dropped tear gas. But Armchair-pilot 
Supremo Arnett dismissed this first-person 
accounting with his comment, “ ... can you 
imagine using tear gas against an enemy 
that has .50-caliber machine guns and is so 
gung-ho and souped up on adrenaline?” 

And, in case the radio audience missed 
the point, Arnett dug himself a deeper hole, 
flatly stating that, “it wouldn’t have made 
any sense” to use tear gas in those circum- 
stances. 

And this is where the truly bizarre 
aspect of this journalistic debacle comes 
into sharp focus. Why would a journalist 
of Arnett’s experience demonstrate such 
reckless disregard for credible testimony 
that was backed up with solid documenta- 
tion? Did Arnett have the single worst 
brain fart in the history of television jour- 
nalism; was it pure hubris, or was there 
some other factor at work? 

Arnett’s conduct went far beyond mere 
indifference to the truth, and this willful 
failure to exercise normal journalistic cau- 
tion, given the potential consequences, is 
simply inexplicable. 

If radio talk show host Gil Gross com- 
plimented Peter Arnett today on the “Valley 
of Death” story, Arnett might be pleased 
with his admission that, “there’s a lot yet to 
be learned.” 

I doubt, however, Arnett would continue 
to chuckle and crow, “but it’s certainly fun 
talking about it.” 


A former ABC producer, investigative 
reporter Roger Charles is a frequent con- 
tributor to SOF. & 
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exceptionally mild. This is a pleasant pistol 
to shoot. Practical accuracy is outstanding. 
At 7 yards, firing from an offhand position, 
many of these loads will produce tight 2- 
inch groups. That’s more than good enough 
for the intended purpose of this handgun 
and considerably better than either of my 
two Colt Officer’s ACP pistols. 

This is a totally reliable Colt pistol de- 
signed with considerable emphasis on 
human engineering with many standard fea- 
tures usually considered to be custom 
options. The suggested retail price is $750. 
A ported barrel and slide version is avail- 
able from the Colt Custom Shop. For fur- 
ther information contact Colt’s Manufac- 
turing Co., Inc., Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 1868, 
Hartford, CT 06144-1868; phone: 800-962- 
COLT; fax: 860-244-1449; web site: 
http://www.colt.com. & 


Product List 


Andrews Custom Leather 
(Dept. SOF) 
Route 4, Box 48, Alachua, FL 32615 
phone: 904-462-0576 
send $2 for catalog 


Black Hills Ammunition, Inc. 
(Dept. SOF) « 
PO Box 3090, Rapid City, SD 57709... 
phone: 605-348-5150 


Brownells 

(Dept. SOF) 
200 S. Front Street, Montezuma, IA 50171 
phone: 515-623-5401; fax: 515-623-3896 


Colt’s Manufacturing Co., Inc. 
(Dept. SOF) i, 
PO. Box 1868, Hartford, CT 06144-1868 


phone: 800-962-COLT; fax: 860-244- 1449; 
web site: http://www.colt.com. ~ 


Cor-Bon Bullet Company 
(Dept. SOF) 
1311 Industry Road, Sturgis SD 57785 
phone: 605-347-4544 


Federal Cartridge Company 
(Dept. SOF) 
900 Ehlen Drive, Anoka, MN 55303.:: 
phone: 612-323-2300 


G.G.& G. 
(Dept. SOF) 
3602 East 42nd Stravenue, Tucson, AZ 85713 
phone: 520-748-7167; fax: 520-748-7583; 
web site: http://www.gegaz.com) 


Winchester Specialty Ammunition 
(Dept. SOF) 
427 N. Shamrock Street East Alton, IL 62024 
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| FREE Report Reveals G-Jo Acupressure, First-Aid of the Samurai ... | 
Now--Fear No Pain or Injury! 


It's true! As a Master of G-Jo Acupressure, you | 
can “erase” pain (and most other common ail- 
ments) in seconds ... using nothing but the touch | 
of your finger! G-Jo is based on a_ network of | 
secret pressure points (many of them used in the 
martial arts). When an injury occurs, simply reach | 
for the right G-Jo point ... “trigger” it in a special | 
way... and sigh in relief! 

Be up and ready for action in moments -- or | 
help your loved ones, friends or students -~ using | 
this remarkable technique. G-Jo is so foolproof it | 
works for skeptics as well as “believers.” Armed | 
with this secret, ancient knowledge, you too can 
now erase pain and suffering anytime, anyplace! 


This skill is vital for those i in the martial arts ... healing arts ... survivalists and 
| outdoorsmen -- or anyone who ever finds himself far from doctors, medicines 
| and hospitals. G-Jo is safe for all ages ... natural ... effective in healing 
hundreds of injuries and ailments ... and it works instantly! Not only for the 
| relief of serious injuries -- G-Jo relieves headaches ... backaches ... and | 
most other common ailments in seconds! | 
In fact, G-Jo is so powerful and effective, it can even become your total | 
health care program! Yet this profusely illustrated training program is so easy, 
you can actually become certified as a Master of G-Jo Acupressure in as } 
little as one weekend of study! It’s the world’s only home-study acupressure 
program available. Act now! 


The G-Jo Institute, Dept. 201, POB 848060, Hollywood, FL. 33084-0060 
Or Call (954)791-1562 SSCA Dae oe OM Cote RI 









“Teaching G-Jo Acupressure Since 1976” 


WWwwW.g-j0.com 
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(2260 Massieville Rd., Chillicothe, OH 
45601; phone 740-772-6985). They have 
trained in a variety of disciplines empty- 
hand, sticks, knives, and swords — but it’s 
the challenge of the kukri they enjoy most. 

The two have performed in precision 
kukri-drill teams at Ohio and East Coast 
events honoring U.S. veterans. There, the 
old soldiers recognized the short swords 
as the weapon of an honored ally who 
fought both the Japanese and Germans in 
the Big War. 

“My father was a veteran of World War 
II, in Europe. He has six Bronze Stars,” Ron 
explains to a visitor. “I do that to honor him. 
I like kukri training. And neither of us 
[brothers] ever got cut.” 


Log Drills 


An advantage to training near a 
friend’s sawmill is the nearly endless sup- 
ply of targets. 

With the property owner’s permission, 
Ron and Steve built a “firing range” on the 
hill: Seven tree trunks, sunk securely 
upright in the ground, will support stacks of 
chain-sawed logs. These solid-wood targets 
weigh 15 to 50 pounds each. 

As this exercise begins, each swordsman 
stacks three logs on his post. Each attack 
has three specific strikes. The two instruc- 
tors, working the end positions, take turns 
calling out the technique patterns. 

A kukri’s slash or chop should travel 
through the target, not embed ax-like in the 
wood. However, the damage to the log 
should almost resemble that of an ax stroke. 
Between each strike there is a transition 
lasting an eye blink. During that interval, 
the wrist ptvots and redirects the blade. 
Control is everything. (Ron and Steve have 
heard Dr. Gyi’s stories from the old country, 
of kukri masters who could perform three 
perfect cuts in just one second.) 

The swordsmen make sure they keep 
their stances short, lest they slip in the 
sawdust and mud. So far, none of the stu- 
dents has misjudged range-to-target and 
scraped bloody the finger knuckles of his 
sword hand. 

Wood chips fly. Grunts and exhalations 
blend with the staccato smack of steel on 
wood and dull thud of logs dropping. 
Black uniforms are soaked with sweat and 
rain. This is short-sword training at its 
low-tech best. 


A former member of the American 
Bando Association, contributing SOF editor 
and ex-paratrooper Marty Kufus has pub- 
lished feature stories in Black Belt, Inside 
Kung-Fu, and Masters of Kung-Fu maga- 
zines. A retail selection of foreign and 
domestic kukris is available through 
Military Weapons Specialties, 5015 State 
Route 56, Athens OH 45701; phone: 740- 
592-6205. ®& 
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M983 third generation pocket night vision 
scope with the adaptor required to mount it 
on the G.G.& G. Integrated Rail System. 
Wow! What a setup. Waiting for nightfall, 
you run out to the backyard to take a look. 
With a proper cheek weld, you align the 
Litton night vision device and Aimpoint 
Comp M on the family dog. And what do 
you see? The grotesque ghost image of the 
M16’s high-profile front sight assembly, 
required by the rifle’s in-line stock. Do not 
move up to anxiety level one million. There 
is an excellent solution. 

G.G.&G. (Dept. SOF, 3602 42nd Stra- 
venue, Tucson, AZ 85713; phone: 520-748- 
7167; fax: 520-748-7583; web site: http:// 
www.gegaz.com) has just introduced a 
unique, milspec fold-down front sight sys- 
tem for the M16/AR-15 series that responds 
to the above scenarto. Utilizing standard 
M16A2 front sight components, including 
the square post, the unit 1s manufactured 
from 4140 steel and finished by a milspec 
manganese phosphate process. It can, of 
course, be adjusted for elevation zero. The 
unit, machined with integral protective ears, 
is locked in the upright position by a spring- 
loaded detent. It can be knocked downward 
without damage and in the down position it 
cannot snag when moving through brush or 
inside constricted interior environments. 

There 1s a receptacle on either side for 
an Uncle Mike’s quick-detachable (QD) 
sling swivel. An optional mounting block 
is available for the Laser Products SURE- 
FIRE flashlight. Another option is a bayo- 
net lug (for use with pre-ban AR-15 and 
registered Title If M16 lower receivers 
only), which, of course, I chose to have 
installed, as this useless appendage seems 
to both intimidate and infuriate anti-gun 
liberals. 

As we have come to expect from 
G.G.&G., this is a fine piece of equipment 
that addresses an area of concern affecting 
those who pirouette in the dark and mount 
optics on the M16/AR-15 series. & 


PRODUCT LIST 


14221-A Willard Road, Suite | 100 
Chantilly, VA 20151 
phone: |-800-84-ARMOR and 
703-502-0700; fax: 703-502-1776 


Dept. SOF 
3602 42nd Stravenue 
Tucson, AZ 85713 
phone: 520-748-7167; fax: 520-748-7583 
web site: http://www.gggaz.com 
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another, then two more. Then, I sprinted to 
my quarters, grabbed my G3, ran back and 
opened up in the terrorists’ direction. 

Adrea had hustled his ass pretty fast 
from the boot grenade. He jumped a fence 
in an area where trenches were being dug 
and fell a couple of meters into a wheelbar- 
row. Living up to his reputation, founded 
upon the last few moments of that night, he 
continued to declare at the top of his lungs, 
“We're all going to die!” 

This was soon echoed by Private Raposo 
from the terrace who was screaming — not 
in the future tense but in the present. “I’m 
dead! They got me! I’m dead!” This, of 
course, could not be true as he was scream- 
ing and standing up while jumping up and 
down on one foot. A soldier quickly noticed 
the damage and yelled for Raposo to get back 
down. He probably was already annoyed 
enough by events that he did not need some- 
one else giving a melodramatic scream of 
mortality. A bullet had nipped the bottom of 
the self-proclaimed-dead Raposo’s heel 
showing a trickle of blood from his boot. 

Of course, Adrea in the wheelbarrow was 
not feeling safe at all. He again shot like 
lightening towards a tree still yelling his, and 
our, impending doom. Like a native monkey 
he was up the tree in no time at all as the ter- 
rorists continued their free-fire. Combat 101 
does say that the tree is a bad place to be. But 
Adrea’s actions may be proof that humans 
descended from apes to instinctively run up a 
tree when scared. Several of the men saw this 
and shouted up to him through all the com- 
motion of gunfire and explosions. “Oi, man, 
Get down from there! You’re going to die up 
there!” The only thing that could be heard 
from the tree was, “We’re all going to die!” 

After about half an hour the terrorists ran 
off in typical guerrilla fashion. The fact we 
finally did respond to their attack was 
enough to have scared them away. The fatal- 
ist, Adrea, still up the tree, was fine but a bit 
shaken and none the worse. Raposo would 
naturally survive his hee] wound. 

Why my mortars did not explode 
became clear in hindsight: I had neglected 
to activate them in the excitement, panic 
and total confusion. 

After that night our extended holiday in 
Mozambique ended. The war had come to 
us. From then on we naturally were more 
prepared and knew better of what to do in 
case of an attack. 

If anything was learned it was to be pre- 
pared — and not to be fatalistic about a bad 
situation. Remain as calm as possible and 
deal with what’s before you. Giving in to 
screaming and immersion in the fear of 
impending death while being shot at does 
nothing for anyone’s nerves. And, do not 
seek sanctuary in nearby trees. 
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SOLDIER OF Fortune CLassifigps Get Resutts! Start getting your results at only $3 per word per insertion, $60 minimum. 
Prepay two months for 10% discount; six months for 20% discount;.or 12 months for 30% off. Repeat your same ad in another 
section for half price. “Dingbats” ( /, @: m ), bold words (other than first 3-4): $5.00/each extra. Computer word count of gram- 
matically correct copy. EXAMPLE: PO Box 693 = 3 words; 80306 and 303-449-3750, etc. each = 1 word; abbreviations such as 
DI, SGT, 20mm = 1 word. No ads accepted by telephone. Ad copy must be typed. Include authorizing signature, mailing address, 
telephone or fax number (for our files). Mail classified ads with payment (check, wire transfer, money order or Visa/MC) to SOF, 
Attn: Classified Dept., 5735 Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303. Phone: 303-449-3750; fax: 303-444- 5617; e-mail: 


advert@sofmag.com. 


Notice To ADVERTISERS: We resérve the. right to refuse any. ad for any reason and to delete or change any copy that we con- 
sider objectionable, false or in poor taste. It is our policy not to accept advertisements for personal services, including ‘will do any- 
thing’ or ‘go anywhere’ type ads. Advertisers offering information packets for a fee must send sample (non-returnable). 


REGIMENTAL INSIGNIA & WEAPONRY 
‘SAS ‘RRF -BLACK WATCH 
‘PARA -RM -CAMERONS 
‘RSDG -RN -GUARDS etc. 
45-Page Illustrated Import Catalog $6.00 
BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 


Department-6 
P.O. Box 37 - Palm Harbor, FL 34683 


20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, Starting at 
$19,950.00. Trout fishing, backpacking, camping, Elk, 
deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to Nationa! Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 

“Video Available” 
CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 
210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 — (406) 846-1000 


BUSHPILOT WINGS 


BADGE QUALITY ~ CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
Send $9.95 to: BUSHPILOT 
P.O. Box 211296 
Bedford, TX 76095-8296 
Catalog with purchase -- Allow 4-6 weeks 
http:/Awww.bushwings.com 


yor ae | 


“DON’T TREAD ON ME - 2ND AMENDMENT” 
T shirt. Menacing rattler entwined around a BOLD 
2 on a quality gray T. $15.00 + $3.00 S&H. Sizes 
to XXL. Add $3.00 for larger sizes. Bob Shuta, PO 
Box 129, Brackney, PA 18812. 


BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 


MEN OF ACTION AND ADVENTURE - Paladin 
Press has been described as “the most dangerous 


OCTOBER 1998 ® SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


FS BOOK COMPANY 


P.O. BOX 417457, DEPT SF 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95841-7457 


| Free Shipping! Fast Service! 


How to Get Anything on Anybody* 
The Whole Spy Catalog* 

Divorce Tactics for Men 

The Anarchist Cookbook 


Get Even: Complete Book of Dirty Tricks $20 | 


Homemade Guns & Homemade Ammo...$15 


| The Poor Man’s James Bond #1*, or #2*..$30 
| Ragnar’s Book of Homemade Weapons*.$25 


io 


Shadowing and Surveillance f 
Privacy, How to Get It, How to Enjoy It.... $18 


Bo Cee ee! 2 ge bpd) 


Counterteit |.D. Made Easy..........cssesers bat) 


Mbp eal e mace) eee -lP me Qi -ig er: med 


The Outlaw's Bible..$20 The Paper Trip I.$17 


Rebarn in The U.S.A..$16 Armed Defense.$17 
Ditching Your Debts...615 1.D. By Mail....$20 
How to Buy Land Cheap.$15 Silent Death.$17 
| WE SPECIALIZE IN DRUG EDUCATION BOOKS 

MANY CENSORED TITLES WE CAN'T LIST! 


FAX 1-916-771-4201 FS Catalog 
Adults Only! CA Res. Add 7.75% 
Air Mail Delivery Add $3 Per Book (USA), 
Canada Add $5, Europe Add $10, Per Book. 
“DOUBLE THE SHIPPING ON THIS TITLE. 
All Orders Are Shipped In A Plain Package. 
$3 Pro. Fee On Credit Card Orders. 
Credit Card Orders 1-800-635-8883 
Customer Service 1-916-771-4203 
http://www.fsbookco.com 


SERVING YOU SINCE 1985 





press in America.” Millions of satisfied readers dis- 
agree. Outrageous and controversial books and 
videos on firearms, exotic weaponry, new identity, 
creative revenge, espionage and investigation, pri- 
vacy, personal freedom, action careers, and more! 
To order our 80-page catalog describing over 800 
titles, send $2.00 to: Paladin Press, Box 1307- 
BAQK, Boulder, CO 80306, (800) 392-2400, e-mail 
service@paladin-press.com. Visit our Web site at 
www.paladin-press.com. 


INFORMATION SERVICES 
Know who you are dealing with? 


Locate Telephone Number and Addres- 
ses, Identity Verification, Criminal 
Records Checks, Motor Vehicle 
Reports, Background Checks, Busi- 
ness Reports, Marriage and Death 
Records, More. Contact: 

JGS Inc. 

P.O. Box 120176, 
Staten Island, New York 10312-0176 
718-984-9012, Fax: 718-356-7256 


VES BR eS oe 


GLOBAL COMMUNICATIONS 
DIGITAL VOICE * DATA * FAX 


http://www.cdradios.com 
Satellite Warehouse, Tucson, AZ 
520-792-9429 Fax: 520-624-1629 


Over 30 Million 


Atlas Students Worldwide! 
ONLY 15 MINUTES A DAY! 
* No weights »* No barbells » No gym fees 
Big and powerful muscles FAST! 
Money Back Guarantee. For 

info kit on my “Atlas" course, Ais 
send name and address 
with $2 for postage and 

handling to: 

Charles Atlas, Ltd. ff ; 

PO. Box 'D' . 


Dept SF1 
Madison Pa Station 





VY SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine Binder. 


Halds 12 issues, $12.00 plus $4.00 P&H. 
VISA/MC accepted. No CODs. SOF BINDER, 
PO Bax 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 
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CABLE DESCRAMBLER 
KIT — $14.95 


See all the premium and 
pay-per-view channels. 
Why pay hundreds more? 
800-752-1389 


GET THE MOST 
DANGEROUS BOOK 
IN THE WORLD!! 


The International Underground Directory lists the insider 
sources for * Anonymous bank accounts, credit cards « 
Cheap surveillance gear « Legal second passports = 
Equipment to open locks in under seven seconds, plus 
master keys for cars « Free phone-calls +« Self defence 
gadgets « Smart nutrients * Computer viruses that will 
destroy your enemies in seconds « Controversial 
underground/financial magazines, you won't find these 
advertised « A new identity » Speed trap detectors + ID 
papers * Anonymous mobile phones « Discover the 
secrets on computer hacking, banking, credit card & 
ATM scams & other frauds * Network with freedom 
minded folk « Find out about insider privacy secrets and 
become free *» Plus much, much more 


“Your directory was a goldmine of essential information. 
{ loved it? Lt. Lawrence Frego, Florida. 


30 DAY NO-RISK MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
Send check, MO, cash for $24.99 including shipping, nor- 
mally $60.00 made payable to Megastep, 4951 Netarts 
Highway West, Dept. 2134/3, Tillamook, OR 97141, USA 
SOLD STRICTLY FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY. MISUSE MAY BE ILLEGAL. 
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WAIST TIGHTER 
THAN A NEW BOOT! 


* NOBODY PICKS ON AN ATLAS MAN! « 


Over 30 Million 


Atlas Students Worldwide! 
ONLY 15 MINUTES A DAY! 

e No weights « No barbells «= No gym fees 
Big and powerfu! muscles FAST! 
Money Back Guarantee. For 4 . 
info kit on my "Atlas" course, Aili 
send name and address Pa 

with $2 for postage and 


NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 
FAMILY RECREATION 
Publications ¢ Videos 


$3 for details: 
LIFESTYLES-SF 
Box 661268, Los Angeles, CA 90066 





WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination 
research materials; Videocassettes, pho- 
tographs, books, unpublished manuscripts. 
Catalogue: $3.00. COLLECTOR’S ARCHIVES; 
Box 2, Beaconsfield, Quebec. HOW 5T6 
(Canada). 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE RUSSIA! Collectors 
item, published in Moscow. Various months. 
Invaluable resource for researchers, military and 
intelligence professionals. Printed in Russian 
only. $5.00 each/3 for $12. Overseas, add $10 for 
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SURVEILLANCE 


COUNTERSURVEILLANCE 


Electronic Devices 


e Spy Pinhole Cameras $1299 
e Wireless Video * Voice Changer 
® Micro Recorders ¢Bug and Phone 
Tap Detectors * Locksmithing 
¢ Phone Call Register *Shotgun Mics 


* Realtime 12 Hour Telephone 
Recording System $139°° 
* Vehicle Tracking System ® And more... 
Catalog $5” 
We will not be undersold 
www.spyoutlet.com 


SPY OUTLET 


RO. Box 337, Buffalo NY 14226 
(716) 695-8660 / 691-3476 





LOST DOCUMENTS REPLACED 


SEND $2.00 for 8-PAGE CATALOG 
MILITARY AWARDS / CERTIFICATES / MEDALS 
UNIVERSITY / COLLEGE / HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT & COLLECTORS 
Couch Potato Publishing 


443 FOX RUN DRIVE, BLUE RIDGE, GA 30513 


PONDEROSA PRODUCTS 


MRE’S (Meals Ready to Eat) with heaters 
$57/12 assorted $53/12 (10 cases or more) 
USGI New Goretex Jacket and Pants $300 
USGI Kevlar Vest Large $200 Xlarge $250 
CFP 90 Combat Backpack w/daypack $300 
USGI New Intermediate Sleeping Bag $120 
USGI Camo Poncho $30 Poncho Liner $30 
* USGI New OD Ripstop Poncho $25 
Free Shipping USA/Send $2 for catalog 
PONDEROSA SPORTS & MERCANTILE 
6854 Highway 55 (208-793-3121) 
Horseshoe Bend, Idaho 83629 
Visa, MC, Discover, check, MO 





Priority Mail. SOF Back Issues, 5735 Arapahoe 
Ave., Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303-1340. 
WWW.SOFMAG.COM 


CORRESPONDENCE COURSES AND MILI- 
TARY MANUALS. Combat Skills, Weapons, 
Tactics, NBC, more. Catalog $5.00. IIPD/ACCP, 
Box 1237, Alpine, TX 79830 


BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. 75-year 
tradition of quality book publishing, promotion, 
distribution. “Author's Guide to Subsidy Book 
Publishing” 1-800-695-9599. 


Advanced — Hardcore - Training program, spe- 


cially designed for Special Forces and Police 
SWAT teams. Complete 1 year program - cov- 
ers Power Training, Speed Training, Nutrition, 
Grip Strength Training, Circuit Training, 
Plyometrics, Mental Attitude. Very Motivational! 
Free Shipping. Send $10.00 to Extreme Power, 
PO Box 1370, Pearl City, H!] 96782 


i Did this get your attention? It’s a “Dingbat.” 
So are “ and @. Add them to your SOF clas- 
sified ad for $5/each. 
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SUSPENDED?) 


LEARN HOW YOU CAN GET A LEGAL 
DRIVER'S LICENSE FAST AND EASY. 

fF NEW AND UNIQUE METHOD WORKS 
EVERYTIME REGARDLESS OF YOUR 

PAST RECORD. 100% GUARANTEED. 

Ry a eK R a Y REVEALS FORMATION! 
6 QUALITY RESEARCH, DEPT. S10 

% P.O. BOX 132, LINCOLN | PARK. MICHIGAN G8145 
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PHOTO I.D. CARDS 
Birth Certificates 
High School Diplomas 
College Degrees 
Trade School Diplomas 
Martial Arts Certificates 
Investigator, Security Certificates 
Marriage, Divorce Certificates 
Much More! 
Call Now! FREE BROCHURE! 


1-702-471-4444 
M.P.C. 


Need NEW ID9 
CREDIT - PRIVACY e 


OUR BOOKS HELP YOU GET: New identity & credit. 
«Jobs in 48 hours. College degrees. ID by mail. 
«Cash income. Private loans. Foreign passports. 
FREE 40 pg. PRIVACY CATALOG: 800-338-8484 
EDEN PRESS «Box 8410-HB*Fountain Valley, CA 92728 | 


CABLE T.V. 
DESCRAMBLERS 


AND TEST CHIPS 


All major brands. 
30-day money back guarantee. 
l-year warranty. 


JCB ELECTRONICS 
1-800-579-3285 





Y SOLDIER OF FORTUNE BACK ISSUES 
ARE available. Most years/issues still in 
stock. Only $5 each includes domestic S&H. 
Write, fax or e-mail to request a comprehen- 
sive list. SOF Back Issues, 5735 Arapahoe, 
Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303. Fax: 303-444- 
5617; e-mail: carole@sofmag.com 


COLLECTORS ||: 


MILITARY COLLECTIBLES CATALOG 1900 
TO PRESENT, LEE-JACKSON MILITARIA, 
P.O. Box 8663, San Jose, CA 95155. Cail 408- 
295-1136 or fax 408-288-6350 (mailing 
charges: foreign $8.00, domestic $5.00) cred- 
it cards accepted, U. S. Militaria wanted! 
LUMILITARY@AOL.COM 


BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLEC- 
TORS. Regimental insignia and accessories of 
elite Regiments; including SAS; Paratroops; 
Royal Marines; Black Watch; Guards, etc. 45- 
page illustrated Import Catalog $6.00. BRITISH 
REGALIA IMPORTS, Department 6A, PO Box 
37, Palm Harbor, FL 34682. 
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Women! Bead... 


Amazing one-of-a-kind home 
study course tells all! Want 
a life of intrigue, excitement, 
adventure?! Quickly learn from 

the experts: 
e How To Eam $100,000 A Year As Your Own Boss! 
@ How To Conduct All Types Of Private Investigations, 

Skiptracing oe Surveillance! 

@ How To Start Your Own Private Detective Agency! 
e How To Work From Home, Part-Time or FullTime! 
® No Experience Necessary. No Investment Required! 


STATE APPROVED 


Located in the Entertainment Capito 

Of the World! 213) 879-1165 
UNITED STATES ACADEMY 

OF PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 


P.O. BOX 2133 (SF) 
BEVERLY HILLS, CA 902}: 








VIETNAM WAR INSIGNIA and Uniform List. | 
mail a list of Vietnam War Militaria six times per 
year. Lists are $4.00 each. Insignia are pictured 
so you know what you are buying. | always have 
a nice collection of original patches, insignia, 
books, maps, uniforms, field gear etc. Both U.S. 
and VC/NVA. | also buy singles and collections of 
Vietnam War souvenirs. 100% guarantee from 
me. Buy with confidence. BILL BROOKS, P.O. 
Box 230832. Montgomery, AL 36123. 


RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN badges, 
medals, and uniforms to sale. For a list send $2 
to KAPLANS, Box 890638, Lyndhurst 2106, 
South Africa —http://users.iafrica.com/ 
r/rh/rhodesia or e-mail: rhodesia @iafrica.com 


UNIFORMS AND INSIGNIA. Specializing in 
camouflage. Send $3.00 ($5.00 outside US) for 
catalog: World Wide Militaria, P.O. Box 522, 
Germantown, MD 20875. 


~ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE RUSSIA! 
Collectors item, published in Moscow. Various 
months. Invaluable resource for researchers, 
military and intelligence professionals. Printed 
in Russian only. $5.00 each/3 for $12. 
Overseas, add $10 for Priority Mail. SOF 
Back Issues, 5735 Arapahoe Ave.,Suite A-5, 
Boulder, CO 80303-1340. 


TERMPAPER assistance. 19,278 topics avail- 
able! 306-Page catalog—rush $2.00. Research, 
11322 idaho, #206EX, Los Angeles 90025. 
TOLL-FREE HOTLINE: 800-351-0222 or 
www.research-assistance.com 


PROFESSIONAL BODYGUARD ASSOCIA- 
TION (Employment Notice) All US citizens with 
Police, Military, or Security experience who 
attend a training course with the PBA, will be 
offered some form of employment contract after 
their training. For full details, send a large Self 
Addressed Envelope with either $2 or 2 
international postal reply coupons to: The White 
House, 24 Cumberland Tce, Willington, Co 
Durham, DL15 OPB, ENGLAND, UK. 





BOUNTY HUNTER INTERNATIONAL member- 


ship coin. Engraved with your name. $20.00 
ppd. Check to: Jack Martin, Box 6081, Venice, 
Florida, 34292. 
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COLOR BADGE CATALOG 


~<a HOLSTERS * BODY ARMOR * WALLETS 
ay OVER 1,000 CUSTOM 
& IN-STOCK BaDGES 
SEND $2.00 CASH (refundable) 


PO. BOX 23021 » FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 33307 
visit our web site: http://www.maxsell.com 


~ Presents 


in 


vee es 


During this action-packed week, train with former bodyguards of 
the worlds most dangerous detail who safeguarded the U.S. 
Ambassador in the midst of the Lebanese Civil War, On this unique 
adventure, clients will receive instructions on the following: 


¢ Executive Protection * Small Arms  * Machine Guns 
* Grenades & RPGs « First Aid 


This course will also include tours to East & West Beirut. 


DATES 0 SIGNING ON 
(All Inclusive) 


March - April 1999 |» Airfare From Wash D.C. 
One Week Blocks | Ammo 
° g 
of Training * Meals 
TBA ¢ Transportation 
(8 Clients Per Week) 


Call 
1 (800) 282-5754 


Pathtinder Uniimited 
will then forward 
you detailed 


8 x 10 Fhotos information 


° Certificate of Training 
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Federally owned land currently avaitabie in AK, AZ, AR, CA, 
CO, ID, MT, NV, NM, OR, UT, WA, WY for $2. 50 per acre : 
US. citizens entitled to purchase up to 160 acres per 


person. For complete information package including maps, | 
i telephone helpline, fil ne forms, etc. send $20 check or § 


| Money order to, FEDE LANDCD. , DeptL, Box 21598, 
| Washington, DC 20009 (Note: this is not homestead- 
{ing —lands are sold outright) MONEYBACK GUARANTEE! 


FINANCIAL 


MONEY AVAILABLE NOW! Let the Government 
Finance your business idea. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. Cail Toll Free: 1-800-226-3601, 
Extension BF7770. 


OU te ae 


COLD STEEL Spyderco, Gerber, SOG, 
Benchmade, Smith & Wesson and more. Huge 
discounts! Free list. KNIVES PLUS MAIL 
ORDER, (800) 687-6202. 








ELITE FORCES TACTICAL KNIFE with sheath 


and extras — only $39.95 includes S&H — EM 
Products, PO Box 526632, Miami, FL 33152 
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QWEB™ Attention Military, Veterans: SOL- 
DIER OF FORTUNE will run a 30-word notice 
here and on our Internet site for one month, half 
price, for any legitimate reunion, military base 
open-house, air show, battle re-enactment, fire- 
power demonstration or similar military event. 
Non-commercial events only; standard rate 
applies to for-profit events. WWW.SOFMAG.COM 





Call (287) 565-9463 § 
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MEET LATIN LADIES !| 


Mexico, the Caribbean, Central and 
South America. We have hundreds of 
mariages each year ! Famous 40 page 
photo magazines, live-videos& Roman- | 
tic Vacation Tours. Call(713) 896-9224. 


STEW yee lai le e e 
jc.L.C. WORLDWIDE, INC. 


P.O. Box 924994-SF 
| Houston, Texas 77292-4994 





| www.tieworldwide.com 


www. popularlink. com 
Visit our site! Get "FREE GIFT ” 





Godfather Stiletto $ 29.95 
CIA Gravity knife $ 19.95 
Both for $ 39.95 














900 FPS Adult Air Rifle $27.95 
Stun gun $19.95 Crossbow $14.95 
Hi-Lander Sword $ 59.05 
Brass knuckle $ 72.95 
Voice changer S 34.95 


'P.O.'Box 1981, Sugar,Land, TX 77487 _. 







Popular Link 






Devices, Books, Videos 
& Adult Comics! 


Thousands of “Underground” devices including: 
Drug Education Books, Telephone Recording Devices, Restricted | 
sPotions & Powders, Digital Voice Changers, New ID & Credit | 
| Publications, Death & Weird Videos, Adult Graphic Novels & 
| Comics, Lock Picking Tools, High Tech Video Systems, Explosive | 
& Munitions Manuals, Revenge Books plus much more! 


UNDERGROUND 


[KNIVES-! aad Web Gear cep Boots t Mre's- T-SHIRTS} 
| Aon ES SKULL T-SHIRT L-XXL white skull/on black 
; 5050 HEAVY $7.95+ * oy XXL add$2) 00] 


: Order by Mail,on the WEB, 


or FAX: 210-661-6507 


Catalog $2.00 (Free with ode) savderco: Endura $36.95 +$4,00 SIH 
se eee 


UE 


~Y INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF MERCE- 
NARIES Membership Coin. Free registration with 
order. $15. ea. plus $3. S&H. John Langley, Box 
804, Nokomis FL 34274. 


Mf Did this get your attention? It’s a “Dingbat.” 
So are Y and @. Add them to your SOF cliassi- 
fied ad for $5/each. 


LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or 
existing home. Over 100 different programs 
available. Free recorded message: (707) 448- 
3210. (BKW5) 
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Team Delta is looking 
iforafewgood 4 
Prisoners 


REALISTIC 
MILITARY EXPERIENCES 


Team Delta is an elite unit of 
former special forces, military 
intelligence and military police 
personnel who take pride in 
providing participants with 
intensely realistic military 
experiences. 


B POW Interrogation (SERE) 

H interrogator Training 

B Basic Training/Boot Camp 

= War Games/Battle Tactics. 


Group Rates Available 


1530 Locust St, Ste 220SF 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
info@teamdelta.net 


TOLL FREE 1-877-55 DELTA 
http://www.teamdelta.net 


Cd 


Explore a secret world! Fascinating 

new career.Experience a new 
adventure every day. mS 
Dynamic home study course. oan 


DETECTIVE 


Diploma, Badge. State approved. %& 
FREE DETECTIVE CAREER KIT @ 


"800-742-9007 «x.301 7 


JETECT VE TRAEANG Bos 


#BS101 “US Jobs are for US Citizens” 
| #BS104 “Real Men Prefer Women” 


Mail check or money order to: 

Righteous Redneck, Inc., PO Box 1643, 

Southeastern, PA 19399-1643 

Order # Qty. ss: x $6.95= 

Order # 
S+H $ 4 
Tax $ 

Total $ 


PA residents add 


6% sales tax. 
Name 


Address 
| City 
Phone ( ° ) 





CLOSEOUT. Military Surplus Ammunition. Free 
List - Paragon, Box 2022, Jotiet, IL 60434, (815) 
725-9212, Fax (815) 725-8974. 


MILITARY TECHNICAL manuals for sale. Send 
$1.00 for brochure of Discount Prices 
Muhammad Li, Box 5083, Picot Station, Alaska, 
99650. 
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OF a Ril Uf: op. 3 ! 
ACCESSORNES 
ART Il K a 
Sniper Scopes oe 


1) YH. Please send $1.00 
"ER: | for our new catalog 


13983 Industry Avenue ¢ Becker, MN 55308 
PHONE 1-612-261-5600 FAX 1-612-261-5599 











BODYGUARD TRAINING 
COURSES IN: ae 
Tactics,CQD, ~ | ae 


Tactical Knife & More! 


WA.R. 310-412-8411 


8306 Wilshire Blvd. #697, Beverly Hills, CA 90211 





! WORLD'S LARGEST 
1 SURPLUS MARKET 


¥ for used military vehicles: 
I jeeps, tanks, HMMWVs, 
I military trucks, more. 
100’s of ads, tech tips, 
how-to, articles, event 
listings, much more! 





q 





MILITARY VEHICLES 
ExnynD 


1 year (six BIG 100+ page issues) 
USA $18, Canada $28, (Sample $5) 
12-L2 Indianhead, Morristown, NJ 07960 
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50,000 MAPS: Topographic, Tactical Quads, 
Travel, Political, Vietnam, Nevis, Roswell, 
Anyplace! 7700 Air Photos. Catalog $4.00 
(refundable). MONARCH, Box 42003-203F, 
Phoenix, AZ 85080 


REMOTE ALASKA SURVIVALIST/Militia Head- 
quarters and Training Camp. Surrounded by lake 
and public land — http: /Awww.AlaskaMall.com/ 
Viapan — FAX 1-907-583-2162 


REMAILING SERVICES 


CONFIDENTIAL ADDRESS. Mail received 
here, then forwarded to you worldwide. 
Voicemail, too! Website address - www.net- 
com.com/~mailpost. MAILPOST, 2421SOF 
Pratt, Chicago, IL 60645. 773-764-0100. 800- 
890-3199. 


CONFIDENTIAL MAIL RECEIVING/Forwarding, 
Since 1981 Single ReMails $1.00, Phone, Fax, 
Box, Street Address, Maildrop, Box 608039-SOF, 
Orlando, FL 32860-8039Visit Privacy Pages 
http://www.orlandomaildrop.com 
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International Courtships ! 


Meet Ladies Worldwide. 
USA, Latinas, Asians & Russians. 
Great global opportunities. FREE 


photobrochure. (281) 440-2770 
www.singlesworldwide.com 


Singles Worldwide Network, Inc. 
P.O. Box 10748-SF : Houston, TX 77206 





-HAT PINS-MEDALS:» 


» FREE COLOR CATALOG 
ggm,° 2500+ Military Designs 


wes 1-888-223-1159 
* Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquiries welcome. 


by Hoover’s Mfg., Co. 


PO.Box 547SF, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 


DON’T BE A VICTIM! 300,000v Stun Gun 
$39.50.s/h $6.00 check, mo., visa, mc. catalog 
$2.00 Survival Store, 1945 North Carson St., 
Suite 84, Carson City, Nevada 89701 
http.//www.survivaistore.com 


ae 


GOVERNMENT AUCTIONS in your area! Must 
sell: Cars, trucks, computers, more: Great deals! 
Call Now Toll free: 1-800-601-2212, extSP7770. 


Wt 


Tactical, Modern Hand-To-Hand, Knife, Stick 
Combat, Seminars coast to coast, classes, pri- 
vates. Training, certification, instructorships. 
Hock Hochheim’s SSC, box 292373, Lewisville, 
TX 75029. 972-315-5128. www.americanknife- 
fighters.com 


Mi GUIDEBOOKS TO EROTIC ASIAN TRAVEL, 
adventure tours, videos available. Treat yourself! 
Exciting & adorable! Guaranteed satisfaction! 
Free photo brochures! Ph./Fax 310-393-0901. 


LATIN SINGLES VACATION TOURS! Mexico, 
Colombia, Honduras, Venezuela. Unforgettable 
social events, BBQS, beach parties. FREE 
brochures! TLC Worldwide, Box 924994-SF, 
Houston, Texas 77292-4994. (713) 896-9224, 
www. [LCworldwide.com. 
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“THE BODYGUARD” -— _ international 
Networking publication for Executive Protection 
& Investigative Professionals. Assignment 
Contacts & Resources. Subscription: $45.00 
p.a, To: BASECA, 4 Maple Ave., Morristown, NJ 
07960. 
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Built to last 


plane ‘use Spring @ 
ji Wa, Inventory™ 
Sale 
SAVE ON SELECT SIZES 
25X34 + 30X46 
40X56 - 50X116 









© America’s #1 Arch-Type Manufacturer 
¢ 20 Year Warranty 

© Eosy Financing Available 

* Easy Do-it-Yourself Construction 


mee howe STC Losier. 
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ATTENTION NON-US READERS: We want to 
buy foreign firearms, ammunition, and individual 
Military Equipment — Leonard and Son, Inc., 
1816 South Bacon Avenue, Corbin, KY 40701 
U.S.A. — Fax 101-606-523-0620 





NEW CATEGORY - For only $25/month (2- 
month/$50 minimum), you can list your 
Website or Internet URL + 10 words right 
here. This is a great way to get out the word 


Access Marketing . 
Automatic Knife Resource 


Baden K-93 
Benchmade Knives 


Chase-Durer 

Cold Steel 

CZ-USA 

Direct Action Video . 

Eden Press . 

Elements Limited 
European Connections ... 
Excalibur Enterprises .... 
Gerber Legendary Blades .21 
G.G. & G. 

G-Jo Institute 


Greene Military 
GT Knives 


BADEN WORKING 
SERVICE CENTRE 


“) To some, survival is merely a 
term; at Baden we make our 
own terms for survival. Baden K-9 offers the 
ultimate training facility for tactical K-9s. 
We train for live theatre deployment. No 
sporting dogs. No excuses. Trained adults 
and pups. From the jungles of Cambodia to 
the streets of New York City, our dogs have 
proven their courage and endurance time 
and again. Phone 905-562-3095 or fax 905- 
562-4242. Ail clients and inquiries are kept 
secure and with the strictest of confidence. 


on your site. $10/month more gets it listed on 
the SOF website (www.sofmag.com). Limited 


time offer; prepay up to 12 months at this low 


rate. 


ADVERTISERS INDEX 


Gun Rights Policy 
Conference 

Hatherleigh Publishing .... 
High Caliber Productions .89 


L.A. Law Enforcers 

L.A.R. Manufacturing 

Law Enforcement Alliance 
of America 

Lile Handmade Knives .... 
LRRP K-9 Services 
Matthews Police Supply 
Military Book Club 
MoroVision Night Vision .. 
NRA Whittington Center .. 
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@ The Size of a Lipstick Container Only $249 

# Infra-Red Board Cameras Only $99.00 

@ Wireless Video Transmitters & Receivers $399 

# Quads & Multiplexars for Multiple | 
Cameras on one TV 

# Rear-Vision Systems for Cars & Trucks 

# Waterproof Infra-Red Cameras To See in | 
No Light $299 

# Customized Applications Also Available 


Call us or check our website at 


www.covertsurveillance.com for 100’s 
of other covert surveillance products. 


Call 1-888-474-9409 to order 
by Visa-MC-AMEX 
WHEN PEACE OF MIND 
COUNTS, CALL US! 
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Silver Creek Industries 
Silverman’s 

SOF Back Issues .. 
SOF Convention 

SOF Subscriptions 
SOSo.- 

Southern Ordnance 


Steve Arnold’s Gunroom . .77 
Steyr Scout Rifle 

Town for Sale 

United Cutlery 

U.S. Cavalry 

USL COMP. sats . . «-<tiiaavencaeee 90 


Stitt Cutlery . 

Knives Of Alaska ve 
Land Tec, Inc. ....:.4-:76 
Progressive Technologies 

of America, Inc. 

20mm Hot Box Inc. ... .28 
Op vig re Oia atm) eis er | 
Visite Coit ayecatl ia 
Ammunition 


Cor-Bon .. 

Danner Boot Co........ pA 
Defense Procurement 
Manufacturing Services, 
1 re Nae Cee ee o>") 
Federal Cartridge 

Company ..... : 
Gerber Legendary Blades 53 
| pagar ®t. 


Andrews Custom 

Leather 

Bear Track Cases 

Black Hills Ammo 
Bloomfield Press 

Brownells 

Colt’s Manufacturing 
Titer Teh a 

OOM Ee taat ets) ans.) 


PRODUCT INDEX 
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hings were grim in Korea in 

1950. As usual, our regular Army 

was not prepared for the war at 

hand, and our troops kept getting 
their clocks cleaned as retreat followed 
bloody retreat. Finally, Joe and Moe dug in 
on the last bit of ground between them and 
the Sea of Japan, knowing that if the Pusan 
Perimeter didn’t hold, they were in for a 
long swim at best. 

Then a miracle happened. The Ist 
Marine Division slammed ashore at 
Inchon, Their daring: amphibious invasion 
cut the Reds in half and showed U.S. 
Army units that the communists were not 
10 feet tall. 

The famous Ist Division was not made 
up of all regular Marine supermen, either. 
It had a fair mix of citizen soldiers — 
Marine reservists — who had been called 
up, and sent to the battlefield. 

Reservists have played a major role in 
all our country’s big scraps. They were 
vital in WWII, Korea and Desert Storm. 
Perhaps significantly, they didn’t fight in 
any big numbers in the only war we ever 
lost — Vietnam. 

Since Desert Storm our forces have 
been gelded. The Army has 44% fewer 
battalions; the Navy 40% fewer ships; and 
the Air Force half the squadrons they had 
in 1990. 

Yet, under Clinton’s Save-the-World 
policy, the missions laid on these reduced 
forces have increased over 300 percent. 
The over-committed regulars have reached the point of such 
extreme exhaustion that they’re virtually replacing themselves on- 
station. 

The Pentagon’s answer to this over-extension has been to tell 
the president we’re “good to go,” salute, and call up the reserves 
‘rather than standing tall and telling him what he’s done to 
America’s armed forces with his Robo-Globo-Cop madness, 

Now the reserve forces are nearly broken trying to pick up the 
slack for the badly stretched regulars. More reservists have been 
called up to wade in the ex-Yugoslavia swamp than during the 
entire Vietnam War. 

This constant mobilization is tearing up morale and causing a lot 
of good people to hand in their quit slips. After all, these Minute Men 
joined up to defend America — not to be the world’s policemen. 

Reservists serve three Gods: country, family and full-time 
employer. Families and employers well understand that when the 
whistle blows they lose their reservists. But they, too, expect the 
missions to be about national defense, not repeated call ups to 
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Col. David Hackworth, (Ret.) also writes a 
syndicated weekly column titled “Defending 
America.” “Hack” doesn't pull any punches 
and many liberal rags won't carry his writ- 
ing. If your local paper falls into that cate- 
gory, call the editor and let him know you’d 
like to see “Defending America” on the Op- 
Ed page. It’s syndicated by King Features, 
23508, a St., New York, NY 10017. 


babysit George Bush and pals’ oil wells or 
hand out propaganda leaflets in Bosnia 
because jerks in Washington don’t under- 
stand how to use our military forces. 

A lot of bosses — and spouses — are 
quietly saying, “It’s me or the reserves.” 

America cannot afford to lose our 
Minute Men punch. Missions in the 
decades ahead involving antiterrorism, 
combating weapons of mass destruction 
and putting down civil strife in our own 
cities will test them as never before. 

To make the Reserves effective we 
should: 

¢ Tell Clinton to stop using our military 
as if they’re Arkansas’ governor guards. In 
six years, he’s continually exhausted our 
armed forces with hare-brained missions 
that go back to the unqualified people he’s 
put in charge of the Pentagon. 

¢ Merge the reserves into one force. 
Right now the National Guard and Reserve 
units are about where they were in 1917. 
They hate each other and cut each others’ 
throats while competing for funds, mis- 
sions and resources. We’re spending bil- 
lions of dollars a year supporting a crip- 
pled back-up force that’s organized to fight 
another cold war. 

¢ Convert the National Guard tank units 
into light infantry, police units and anti- 
bug & germ teams to deal with the most 
probable future combat scenarios. Since 
new technology precludes another WWI, 
or even a Desert Storm-type fight, 
National Guard armored units are a waste of taxpayer dollars. 

Lastly, The Pentagon must find out what makes Leatherneck 
reserve units so good and then clone it on all the other services’ 
reserve forces. Marine reserve units have proven their mettle in 
every fight — they were as brilliant in Desert Storm as they were 
in Korea, while most National Guard combat units were rated unfit 
for the fight in the desert. 

Our reserves must be ready for future wars and not, as the record 
shows ek the Marines’) never ready when the bell rings. 





= ze ie Tee a7 
Beep wwhac acti omis the: address of 


“David Hackworth’s home page. 


IConyrent 1997 David H. Hackworth 
Distributed by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 


Hackworth’s best-selling book, Hazardous Duty, has topped 
90,000 copies in worldwide sales. 
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Jewelers (818) 851-0753 * Huntington Beach Diamond Obsessions (714) 841-5859 » ZWatch (714) 897-0700 * Los Angeles Time Square (310) 312-9698 * MVA Jewelry 
(310) 769-8188 ¢ Marina Del Rey Universal Jewelers (310) 301-9797 * Milpitas Dynasty Time or 935-8463 ° Mission Viejo Bayside Watch (949) 369-2129 * Montclair 
World Time Center (909) 621-1552 * Redondo Beach JV Jewelers (310) 791-1566 * San Luis Obi ae B. Anthony (805) 544-8988 * San Mateo Carl le Jewelers (650) 344- 
2145 ¢ Tarzana Darva Jewelers (818) 881-4563 « Ventura Ventura Time (805) 644-5919 » COLORAI Denver Atiantis Gem Inc. (303) 825-3366 « FLORIDA » Cocoa Beach 
Beach Jewelers (407) 783-3756 « Orlando Brittany Hilton WDW Village (407) 827-6106 © Brittany WOW Dolphini (407) 934-4940 « St. Petersburg Golden Sails Jewelers 
(813) 381-1414 * ILLINOIS « Lake Forest Clockworks (847) 234-7272 « JAMAICA « Montego Bay Chulani Jamaica Ltd. » NEVADA « Las Vegas Berger & Sons (702) 737- 
7118 * Caesars Palace (702) 735-8747 « Gold Castle Luxor Hotel (702) 739-0033 * Monte Carlo Resort (702) 730-7500 » The Jewelers Flamingo Hilton (702) 382-7411 
Reno Advance D&M Stateline » Brittany Caesars Tahoe (702) 588-7900 « NEW HAMPSHIRE * Ham en Seacoast Coin & Jewelry (603) 926-7771 * NEW YORK ° Great 
Necks VIGGI 516-829-6161 « OKLAHOMA « Oklahoma City The Trust House (405) 842-0554 « PENNSYLVANIA « Kennett Square cae Jewelers (610) 444-4525 = Wayne 
Prins & Volkhardt Jewelers (610) 687-8840 « PUERTO RICO « Isle Verde San Juan Grand Beach & Resort (787) 791-8525 « RHODE ISLAND + Wickford Browne & Co. 
(410) 295-2420 « ST. MARTEN, N.A. * Joe’s Jewelry (011) 5995-25210 * TEXAS * Houston Liberty Time (713) 541-1965 * San Antonio Mandarin Gems (210) 344-3678 
¢ VIRGINIA * Diamond Creations (703) 883-1818 * WASHINGTON « Maryville Wagner Jewelers (360) 653-8200 And at fine jewelers nationwide. 


Wom by U.S. Special Forces personne! but law prohibits military endorsement . 











"COLT MODEL 1911. 





Gls of Air Service Command practice with the Model 1911 in Georgia, 1943. 


n 1905, the United States Board of Ordnance 
{ specified that caliber .45 was the only admissible 
| Caliber for the sidearm which would replace its 

.38 revolvers, proven ineffective at stopping an enemy 
at close quarters during the Philippine Insurrection. 
Ordnance specifications called for the guns submitted 
for trial to be fired 6,000 times, in test groups of 100 
shots. Five minutes cooling was allowed between each 
100 shot test, with each gun being cleaned only after 
each 1,000 shots. Browning's design, manufactured by 
Colt, was a short-recoil handgun employing a locked 
barrel, and it performed flawlessly. Further testing with 
the pistols dragged through sand and grit, even with 


©MCMXCVIil Atlas Editions, Inc. All rights reserved. 
Front photo ©MCMXCVIII Jean Miele, Back photo courtesy U.S. Army. 
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including 

* LeMat Percussion Revolver 

*® Sharps Model 1874 

* Beretta M9/92F 

* Hawken Rifle 

* Glock 17...and many, many morel 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 10 COLUMBUS, OH 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


CLASSIC FIREARMS CARDS 


ATLAS EDITIONS 
P O BOX 16732 
COLUMBUS OH 493272 - 2471 





deliberately rusted pistols, did not alter the Colt’s per- 
fect functioning record, an incredible first for small 
arms testing. 


An All-American .45 

In World War |, orders for two million .45 pistols were 
placed with Colt, Remington-UMC, and Springfield 
Armory. During World War Il, another 1.8 million of an 
improved version, the Model 1911A1, were made by 
contractors including Colt, Ithaca, Remington-Rand, 
and Union Switch and Signal. This all-American .45 
was also quite popular worldwide. Argentina, Brazil, 
China, Norway, and Spain were among many foreign 
nations that copied Browning's design for use by their 
own armies and naval forces. On the civilian front, the 
Model 1911 and 1911A1 pistols became top choices 
for self-defense and competition shooting. Today, the 
Model 1911 and 1911A1 pistols remain military clas- 
sics, even if they are no longer standard issue. 


During World War Il, the need for .45 semi-automatic pistols 
was so great that orders were placed with many civilian 


firms that had never made guns before, including the 
Singer Sewing Machine Company of Elizabeth, New Jersey. 
Only 500 were manufactured, making a Singer .45 one of 
the rarest of collector variations. 
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history of mankind. 
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